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Designed more than three decades ago, 
no other automatic rifle has aroused more 
attention from collectors, designers and 
even the military because of its simplicity 
of operation and absolute reliability. Al¬ 
though thirty million Kalashnikovs have 
been manufactured, they have never be¬ 
fore been available to the American mar¬ 
ket. The AKM is offered to collectors, 
hunters and shooters. It fires the reliable 
7.62 X 39 workhorse cartridge. This am¬ 
munition is also available now. 

Twenty million footsoldiers carry this 
rifle in its fully automatic version, in areas 
where freedom and human rights, as we 
know them, are suppressed. Your poss¬ 
ession of this famous rifle is a sign of your 
freedom throughout the world. 

We are proud to offer you the world's 
most popular military rifle in a semi-auto¬ 
matic version. America is one of the 
countries in the free world where one of 
these collector's items can be privately 
owned. Make the AKM your symbol of 
American freedom! 
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The AKM specifications are: 

Caliber..............7.62 x 39 

Overall Length.34.65 inches 

Barrel Length.16.33 inches 

Rifling.4 grooves, right-hand twist 

Weight.6.4 pounds 

Sights.Rear: U-notch, zero to 1000m 

Front: Protected Post 

Maximum Range.......1500 meters 

Magazine Capacity...30 rounds* 

* Where permitted 

OTYH DAIMLER PUCH OF AMERICA CORPORATION 

SPORTING ARMS DIVISION 
85 Metro Way, Secjaucus, NJ 07094 
Telephone: (201) 865-2284 


SEE YOURSPORTING ARMS 
DEALER FOR MORE IN¬ 
FORMATION ON THE AKM 


MAAD1 CO. 

FOR ENGINEERING INDUSTRIES 
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George Hayduke’s Advanced Revenge Techniques 

lt‘s 1982 and getting even is a v^hole new ball game. The grand master of revenge, George 
Hayduke. has sunk to new lows with this latest collection of original dirty tricks and creative 
scams. Here are the meanest, nastiest pranks for all those people you love to hate—bungling 
bankers and bureaucrats, roaming lovers, nagging relatives, nosey neighbors, lousy land¬ 
lords and others who’ve done you dirty. Don't sit back and take it anymore. Start getting even 
now. UP YOURS! will tell you how. SV? x SYz, hardcover, 175 pp. $12.95 

The first two Hayduke classics, Get Even and Get Even 2 are still available for $11.95 each. 
Remember, these books are for entertainment purposes only. 



THE GERMAN SNIPER 1914-1945 
by Peter R. Senich 
Traces the evolution of the vener¬ 
able Mauser 96 from its initial 
adaptation to long range sniping 
mode in WWI to the new advanced 
optical sights which gave the WWIi 
German Army a decided edge. 
Over 600 rare photographs make 
this truly a collector’s item B'/i x 
11, clothbound. 660 photos. 
468 pp $49-95 


THE COMPLETE BOOK OF TAEKWON DO FORMS 
by Keith Yates 

Here's karate with a dtfference-Taekwon Do. the 
powerful Korean style of martial art and self-defense 
Author Keith Yates, a 5th degree black belt, covers each 
training pattern with photos, foot position diagrams, and 
dramatizations of actual applications. After discussing 
white belt fundamentals. Yates analyzes all thirteen 
forms, the cornerstones of the Taekwon Do art. Must 
reading for students and instructors, novices and hard¬ 
core pros alike 8’-^ x 11, hardcover. iHus., over 
500 photos, 168 pp $24.95 



URBAN ALERT! 
by Mary Ellen Clayton with 
Bruce D. Clayton. Ph.D. 
Earthquakes, floods, tornadoes 
and nuclear accidents spelt chaos 
for the unprepared But with the 
practical information provided in 
Urban Aierti and a minimum of time 
and money, you can survive a dis¬ 
aster Gives vita! tips on emer¬ 
gency food supplies, weapons and 
evacuation kits x 8W. hard¬ 
cover. photos. 192 pp $12.95 



UNARMED AGAINST THE KNIFE 

by Oscar Diaz-Cobo 
Nota rehash on general knife fight¬ 
ing, Unarmed Against the Knife 
combines street savvy with close- 
combat martial arts to give you 
practical knife-fighting and dis¬ 
arming techniques. Includes illus¬ 
trated methods for gaining 
physical and psychological advan¬ 
tage over your attacker. 516 x 616. 
softcover, photos, 68 pp. $8.00 



THE PERFECT CRIME 
and How to Commit It 
by Dr. P }ekel 

Reveals tales of unsolved crimes 
and dispels the myth that crime 
doesn’t pay Arsonists, shoplifters, 
jewel thieves, murderers, and top 
criminalists contributed to this 
startling expose of crime and crim¬ 
inals Dr Jekel dissects and ana- 
lyies crimes of fraud, forgery, 
arson, and of course—murder 5’/ 
X 8^».'. hardcover. 208 pp $14.95 


TK 

OATH 

OCAUS'S 

MANUAL 




THE DEATH DEALER’S MANUAL 

by Bradley Steiner 
Tells the true story of how profes¬ 
sional killers go about their busi¬ 
ness Of special interest is a com¬ 
plete Dim Mak anatomy chart with 
time reference guide, published 
here in English for the first time 
Contents include: vital points, 
edged weapons, handguns, and 
unarmed killing techniques For 
informational purposes only' 5' x 
softcover, illus , 112 pp $10.00 


IN SEARCH OF COLD 

by Stephen M. Voynick 

The all-new. how-to-guide to profit and adventure in the 
gold business. Stephen Voynick draws from his gold¬ 
getting experience to reveal the realities and legalities of 
rock mining, gold panning, treasure salvaging, and coin 
beachcombing. He also covers new equipment within 
the budget of any gold seeker. Eight exciting pages of 
full-color show on-the-spot shots of recent gold recover¬ 
ies. For weekend prospectors or full-time treasure sal¬ 
vagers. gold makes the venture worth the investment. 
6x9, hardcover, maps, 216 pp. $15.95 



REAL SOLDIERS OF FORTUNE 
by Richard Harding Davis 
Classic true stories of six nine¬ 
teenth-century men "who for pay. 
or for the love of adventure, fought 
under the flag of any nation 
This reprint chronicles the military 
careers of such heroic men as 
Winston Churchill. William Walker, 
and Frederick Burnham A thrilling 
tribute to men who worked at a 
profession they believed in 5’i> 
X 8’ hardcover, illus 240 pp 
$12.95 


THE AR-7 EXOTIC WEAPONS SYSTEM 

A comprehensive home workshop guide for the gun buff 
and hobbyist machinist. Over fifty working machinist's 
drawings, photos, and full-scale templates show exactly 
how to convert the AR-7.22 survival rifle into a full-auto 
silenced machine pistol or rifle. Step-by-step instruc¬ 
tions detail how to modify the weapon's original receiver, 
fabricate new sear and safety, as well as make a simple, 
efficient silencer group assembly. 916 x 12. softcover, 
machinist's drawings, photos, full-scale templates, 
72 pp. $12.00 


RHODESIAN S.A.S. COMBAT MANUAL 

Obtained from a member of the Rhodesian S.A.S. Squad¬ 
ron, this scarce combat manual is now available to 
Paladin readers. This is the principal guide used to con¬ 
duct the enormously successful operations—counter- 
guerrilla ops. air ops. ambushing, and notable attacks on 
terrorist base camps—during the Rhodesian antiterrorist 
war. Contents include; Standard Security Terminology. 
Communication. Rural Ops, Ambushing of Insurgents. 
Movement by Road, Land/Air Ops, and Rrst Aid. 816 x 11. 
softcover. diagrams, charts. 110 pp. $12.00 



HOT CARS! 

An Inside Look at the 
Auto Theft Industry 
by Marcus Wayne Ratledge 
A look at the methods of profes¬ 
sional car thieves Former car thief 
Ratledge reveals what thieves 
know—and don't know -about 
faking papers and serial numbers 
on stolen cars, trucks, motor¬ 
cycles, boats, and planes. Learn 
how to avoid being taken fora ride 
by thieves. S'jv x 8’i?. softcover. 
photos. 136 pp $5.95 


SPECIAL FORCES RECONNAISSANCE HANDBOOK 
Successful reconnaissance depends on the motivation 
and training of the recon team. This new Paladin reprint 
details proven U.S. Army reconnaissance techniques, 
and patrolling methods that help bring your men back 
alive from the bush—where anything can happen. 
Scouting tactics, insertion and communication tech¬ 
niques, team organization, composition, equipment, and 
patrol planning are covered in depth. Special attention is 
devoted to air Infiltration and exfiltration, tracking, and 
use of human senses to obtain combat intelligence. A 
must for the beginner. A refresher for the old-timer. 8V6 x 
11, softcover. charts. 122 pp. $12.00 
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EDITOR’S NOTE 

I T’S not going to surprise anybody that Soldier of Fortune Magazine ap¬ 
proves of the National Rifle Association. The NRA may not bend over 
backwards for combat shooters or your suburban handgunner with an in¬ 
terest in self-defense, but it is certainly the most visible, most numerous, 
most fit-for-public-consumption gun lobby in America. At the national 
convention this year the NRA proved itself, again, to be an exemplary 
organization. 

A set of special rules for the conduct of the annual members’ meeting was 
proposed and — in the best tradition of American representative democracy 
— defeated. The new regulations amounted to a gag rule: no signs, no 
walkie-talkies, no flashcards, no literature in the meeting room ... for 
members. The executives of the NRA would reserve all these devices and 
privileges to themselves. 

Restricting mass communication devices to the use of those in power 
would streamline meetings. Combined with the executives’ call for a 
sergeant-at-arms (appointed by the president, not elected), the meetings 
would not only be streamlined; meetings would be unnecessary. NRA policy 
could be made behind locked doors and rubber-stamped. 

Beating the gag rule declared the NRA’s allegiance to democratic princi¬ 
ple. Nobody ever doubted this important lobby’s dedication to the first 
principles of American government, but a system as sloppy as democracy is 
always in the way when you’re trying to get organized. The NRA has a lot 
of work ahead if basic American rights to self-protection and self- 
determination are to be preserved, and a more streamlined form of meeting 
and government would have helped it move rapidly and forcefully in 
emergencies. 

Other forms of government and organization may be faster, but rule by 
committee and executives cannot reflect the desires of the governed as clear¬ 
ly and accurately. If the NRA wants to represent American small-arms 
owners it has to be democratic. 

Combat shooters and second-amendment activists would benefit from 
the conservative, responsible influence of the NRA, and it’s too bad that 
there isn’t more communication between them. The NRA would benefit 
from those groups, too. As good as the NRA is at presenting a cleaned-up 
image of the gun owner to the rest of America, there is a tendency for it to 
represent hunters and target shooters to the exclusion of other gun interests. 
There is great need for one large, powerful gun-owners’ organization that 
can represent all legitimate, reponsible gun interests. The NRA doesn’t do 
that yet. 

Sensitivity and quick response to the needs and concerns of its member¬ 
ship has always been a part of the NRA. The best example of this has been 
the toll-free legislative assistance lines available to all members. These lines 
were there for questions, complaints and any other direct communication 
with the NRA — with emphasis on a fast link between the gun owner and 
legislators. 

The toll-free lines aren’t there any more. The word is that they were cut 
off for lack of interest. Whether it is true or not that they weren’t getting 
many calls, it is questionable that there is any excuse for cutting off free, 
direct communication with NRA leadership and the legislature. The 
legislative assistance lines were instituted when the NRA had a small frac¬ 
tion of its current membership and a correspondingly small fraction of its 
current operating budget. 

This criticism sounds like that scene in Lawrence of Arabia when An¬ 
thony Quinn says that Lawrence (Peter O’Toole) was ‘^not perfect,” The 
NRA is the most powerful, effective and responsive gun-owners’ organiza¬ 
tion in America and it has made itself more American and more responsive 
to its membership by its active rejection of a less democratic rule. The 
legislative assistance line should be restored as part of the NRA’s steady im¬ 
provement of its representation of American gun owners. 

— Bill Guthrie 
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K GB 

TORTURE CHARGED ... 

A former member of a black South 
African insurgent group says she was 
tortured and sexually abused by KGB 
agents while she was studying in the 
Soviet Union. 

Nokonono Delphine Kave, 27, said 
her studies at a language center in 
Moldavia were Interrupted when she 
was accused of being a reactionary 
and dragged off to a “psychiatric 
center” for “re-education.” 

“I learned at the psychiatric hos¬ 
pital that the ‘doctors' who were 
questioning, torturing and sexually 
abusing me actually were agents of 
the KGB, the Soviet secret police,” 
Kave said. 

Kave left the insurgent group, the 
African National Congress, last year 
and fled to the United States. She 
testified recently before a Senate sub¬ 
committee on terrorism chaired by 
Sen. Jeremiah Denton, R-A!a. 

G un OWNERS’ 

PARADISE ... 

In a refreshing change from Morton 
Grove, III., which has passed a law for¬ 
bidding purchase or ownership of 


handguns by civilians, the town of 
Kennesaw, Ga., has passed an or¬ 
dinance requiring ownership of guns 
by citizens. However, there are no 
penalties and no plans by police to 
enforce the law. 

Councilman Jerry Worthen said: “It 
is a kind of a protest against gun con¬ 
trol laws. You get a little tired of hear¬ 
ing what you can and can’t own.*” 

B ogus 

IDs ... 

SOF has, in the past, run adver¬ 
tisements for SOG “Get Out of Jail 
Free” cards. They have never been In¬ 
tended as anything but a joke. 

Anyone trying to use them as spur¬ 
ious Identification would do well to 
heed this Federal law-enforcement 
bulletin on bogus military identifica¬ 
tion. It states: 

“The Federal Protective Service 
has been advised that illegal Military 
ID cards are in existence that meet 
the following description: A) 2V2-by-4- 
Inch cards, printed in three colors; B) 
FRONT READS: ‘Military Assistance 
Command Studies and Observation 
Group Counter Terrorist Activities.’ 
Front includes name, grade, blood 
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strap Ob the Best... 




...Bfith Btanthi, the WarU / 
l^Oer HI ShOBUer nOs^rs 


Modes #X-15 


Model #X2000 
“Phantom”® 
for Autos 


Model #208 
“Silent Partner”® 


Model 
#X2100 
“Phantom”® 
for Revolvers 


Model #9R 
“Special Agent”™ 


Bianchi understands the special needs of the shooter. That's 
why, here at Bianchi, we have developed an entire line of 
shoulder holsters designed to meet virtually every need. From 
the rugged expectations of the survivolist, to the sportsman, 
to the professional low enforcement officer, Bianchi has o 
shoulder holster that's right for you. Each is carefully con¬ 
structed to maximize both comfort and conceolobility. The 
Bianchi shoulder harness moves when you do, features 
shoulder contoured straps, and is completely adjustable. No 
straps ever show across the chest. When the chips ore down, 
the best equipment is o must. In that tough situation, Bianchi 
won't let you down! 


BIANCm 


“The world standard by which all gunleather Is Judged.*’ 
100 Calle Cortez, Dept.SOF 8B2,Temecula. CA 92390 


Send $1.00 today for our fuH-cobr, 64 page 
pocket catalog and see our complete line 
of holsters, belts, and accessories. Remem¬ 
ber, all Bianchi holsters are available for 
both the right and left-handed shooter. 
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BULLETIN 

BOARD 


type and service number; C) BACK 
READS: Special identification and 
pass. The person who is identified by 
this document is acting under the 
direct orders of the President. Do not 
detain or question him. He is author¬ 
ized to wear civilian clothing, carry 
unusual personal weapons, transport 
and possess prohibited Items, pass 
into restricted areas and requisition 
equipment of all types including 
weapons. If he is killed or injured, do 
not remove this document from him. 
Alert your commanding officer im¬ 
mediately. 

“Under no circumstances should 
anyone displaying one of these cards 
be granted access to a building. The 
bearer of the card should be im¬ 
mediately detained for violation of 18 
use 701. Any bearer of such cards 
may be assumed to be armed and 
dangerous.” 

J OIN 

PROJECT FREEDOM . .. 

Project Freedom, an Independent 
organization seeking information and 
release of MlAs and POWs in South¬ 
east Asia, is seeking to increase Its 


membership by 100 percent — an en¬ 
deavor endorsed by SOF. 

Becoming a member is simple. Just 
send a contribution of $10 to either 
the eastern or western divisions of 
the organization; a membership card 
will be mailed and you will be put on 
the mailing lists. 

Addresses and phone numbers are: 

Eastern: P.O. Box 147, Lowville, NY 
13367-0147, phone (315) 376-3615 or 
(315) 376-3383; Western: P.O. Box 
41825, Phoenix, AZ 85080, phone, 
(602) 978-4797 or (602) 374-9261. 

M ore memorial 

CONTROVERSY . .. 
Yale-educated architect Maya Ying 
Lin whose proposed design for a Viet¬ 
nam War memorial touched off a 
storm of controversy among veterans’ 
groups, Congressmen and multi-mil¬ 
lionaire H. Ross Perot, is reportedly 
unhappy with changes demanded In 
the design. 

Lin, 22, whose “minimalist” design 
touched off the storm of objections, 
says she will have no comment on the 
matter. But she said earlier, in object¬ 
ing to the changes: “It’s incredible 
how possessive I am about the me¬ 
morial .... For the first time, 1 
created something beyond myself.” 

Under the proposed changes, Lin’s 
black marble V-shaped monument 
would become merely a backdrop. 

In front of it would be a 23-foot 



statue of a Vietnam Infantryman. 

Said Perot, who has donated more 
than $160,000 to the project: “I have 
zero interest in leaving this thing to 
the tender mercies of the designer. 
She doesn’t understand the war (and) 
she doesn’t understand how the men 
were treated when they came home 
from It.” 

In interviews, Lin has admitted that 
she has read little about Vietnam. 

C ONGRATULATIONS, 

CRAIG ... 

SOF won the Magazine & 
Bookseller trade magazine award for 
one of the best 12 national magazine 
covers in the month of March. The 
cover showed a rifleman firing 
Heckler and Koch’s experimental G- 
11 caseless gun. 

The cover was designed by SOF Art 
Director Craig Nunn and the photo¬ 
graph was taken by Peter G. Kokalis, 
SOF’s military small-arms editor. 

M ia REPORTS 
AVAILABLE . . . 

The National League of Families of 
Prisoners and Missing in Southeast 
Asia reports that the Defense In¬ 
telligence Agency has published a 
synopsis of Intelligence efforts on the 
POW/MIA issue. 

Copies of it may be obtained by 
writing the League at 1608 K. St. N.W., 
Washington, DC 20006. 

A significant paragraph of the 
statement declares: 

“What remains to condition our 
[DlA’s] thinking and motivate our ef¬ 
forts is the ‘weight of evidence’ 
theory: The conviction that the many 
reports, the known perfidiousness of 
the communist governments in 
Southeast Asia, the logic that implies 
some of the many missing must have 
survived, all suggest that Americans 
may be alive in communist-controlled 
Southeast Asia.” 


W ARNING 

FROM SOF ... 

It has come to the attention of 
editors of this magazine that a 
number of organizations have been 
using the name Soldier of Fortune in 
efforts to recruit people. 

Soldier of Fortune Magazine is not 
an organization. We do not support or 
endorse any organization and to use 
our name without our express written 
permission is a violation of the law. 

We will prosecute such infringe¬ 
ments of our legal rights to the fullest 
extent of the law. 


A NTI-TERRORIST 

STRIKE FORCE .. . 

A Pentagon spokesman says the 
United States has formed, trained and 

Continued on page 78 
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BUY DIRECT AND SAVE 

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED OR YOUR MONEY BACK! 


MILITARY KNIVES 

#56B4 U.S. MARINE CORPS COMBAT KNIFE 
7" blade with leather sheath . . $14.95 
#5733 U.S. AIR FORCE KNIFE with leather 
sheath & sharpening stone. 

5" blade. $14.50 

#22279 GENUINE BRITISH COMMANDO 
KNIFE with leather metai-tipped 
sheath. Made in Sheffield. England $24.95 
#70000 GERBER MK I SURVIVAL KNIFE 

5" blade with leather sheath . . $42.50 
#70002 GERBER MK II SURVIVAL KNIFE 

6 Vi" blade. Black leather sheath $49.50 
(Add $2.00 per knife for shipping.) 




S.W.A.I COMBAT MAGAZINE EXTENSIONS FOR 
YOUR SHOTGUN increase shell capacity to 7 (18" 
or longer bbis.), 6 (20" or longer bbis.), or 10 
(26" or longer bbis.). Made for Remington 670, 
1100; Winchester 1200; and Browning 5-A. Installs 
easily without alteration. Now used by the FBI, 
Secret Service, etc. Include make, model and 
gauge when ordering. 

7 OR 8 SHOT MODEL. $22.00 

10 SHOT MODEL (Not avaHable for 

Browning 5-A). $36.00 

(Add $2.00 per unit for shipping.) — 


BRAND NEW 
ORIGINAL G.l. 

M"65 FIELD JACKET 

Available in Sizes: 

S. M. L. XL. 

#1100 O.D. GREEN $49.95 ^ 

#1102 CAMOUFLAGE $49.95 
#1103 Original G.l. M-65 Cold 
Weather Liners . . $16.95 

(Add $2.00 per unit for shipping.) 

F g.i. 

CAMOUFLAGE GEAR ^ 

#10008 U.S.M.C.Camo Poncho ... $29.95 

#10009 Camo Poncho Liner.$29.95 

#33261 Camo Wallets. $ 6.95 

#1130 Camo T-Shirt. S. M. L. XL .. $5.95 
#1106 U.S.M.C. Camouflage 

Fatigues; Sizes: S, M, L, XL - - • $49.95 
#1104 New U.S. Army Woodland 

Camouflage Fatigues; S. M, L, XL $59.95 

(Add $2.00 shipping' for the first item, 50« 
for each additional item.) 

OTHER G.l. GOODIES 

#10160 New G.l. Compass. $29.95 

#1140 U.S.A.F. MA-1 Fryer’s Jacket. 

Fully reversible, sage green and Interna¬ 
tional Orange. S, M, L, XL .... $41.95 
#10070 New M-17 Gas Mask 

with filters and bag. $49.95 

#10052 U.S. Army .45 Auto Belt 

Holster, black. $19.95 

#10053 U.S. Army M-7 Shoulder 

Holster, fits .45 auto, black $19.95 

#10084 M-194g Mountain Sleeping Bag, 

latest issue, mummy style .... $49.95 
#10062 6.1. Flashlight with extra 

filters and bulb. 0.0. .. $ 4.95 

#10095 U.S. Army 0.0. Plastic Canteen with 
latest issue canteen cover .... $ 6.95 
#11207 U.S.A.F. Sunglasses, gold-plated 

frames, case included. $19.95 

#90012 MP Peerless Handcuffs ... $19.95 
#10056 G.l. Combat Pack, used ... $5.95 
#6145 U.S. Army Machete 18" 

blade with O.D. Sheath. $12.95 

#1122 G.l. 0.0. T-Shirts. S. M. L. XL . $ 3.50 
#1760 U.S. Army Stainless Steel 

Pocket Knife, 4-blades, 1000 uses $ 7.95 
#10302 G.l. Black leather Combat 

Boots. 6. 7. 8. 9.10,11,12_ $39.95 

#10030 6.1. 0-3 Glove Shells. 

Sizes;S. M, L. $11.95 

#10882 G.I. Wool Glove Liners, 

Sizes: S. M, L. $ 2.95 

#10038 G.l. Duffle Bag. 

latest issue...$21.95 

#10000 G.l. Ammo Cans . $ 5.95 

(Add $2.00 shipping for the jM 
first item. 50^ for each 
additional item.) 


VIETNAM JUNGLE HAT 

The soft, collapsible hat 
made famous in Vietnam. 

Very comfortable. 

Sizes: S. M, L. XL. 

#1150 0.0. GREEN or 
#1160 CAMOUFLAGE 

(Specify)_ $ 6.95 

(Add $1.50 per hat for shipping.) 



BRAND NEW FACTORY 
FRESH COMBAT & TARGET 
MAGAZINES 

#33206 German Luger gmm . $14.95 

#33006 AR-15/M-16 30-shQt G.l. ... $ 6.0U 
#33008 AR-15/M-16/AR-180/AR-18 

40-shot steel. $24.95 

#33009 AR-15/M-16 Army 

30-shot plastic. $ 9.95 

#33000 Mini-14* 20-shot . - 

iflB #33002 Mini-14* aO-shot . 

Hb #33003 Mjni-14* 40-shot . 

#33010 Browning Hi-Power 
Omm Pistol, 13-shot . 

SB #33011 Browning Hi-Power 
Smm Pistol. 13-shot 

Stainless . .. $21.50 

#330120 Browning Hi-Power 
npl^ gmm Pistol, 21-shot Blue $28.50 
#330121 Browning Hi-Power 
9mm Pistol. 21-shot 
Stainless ....... 

#33451 Colt .45 Auto, 7-shot_ 

#34515 Colt .45 Auto, IS-shot . . . 

#33208 S & W Model 39. blued steel 
#33210 Walther P-38 9mm. blued . 

#33204 Huger 10/22* 25-shot ... 

(Add $1.00 for first magazine-50« for each addi¬ 
tional magazine for shipping.) 





THE LITTLE BLACK BOX 

Warning this device is not 
to be used for surveillancel 
Automatically starts re¬ 
corder when telephone is 
picked up. Records entire 
conversation, both sides... 
Then automatically stops recorder when phone 
is hung up! Can be attached anywhere along 
the line-plugs into ANY recorder and causes 
absolutely no interference or noise on the phone. 
MINIATURE! Only 1" x 2" x 3". 

#90002 with alligator clip hook-up . . $29.95 
#TR-150 with modular plug-in hook-up $29.95 
(Add $2.00 for shipping.) 


9.95 

$12.95 

$24.95 

$15.00 


i34.50 
i 5.00 

;i5.oo 

i 7.00 

;i 2 .oo 

>24.95 


W.W. I 
KNUCKLE KNIFE 

Exact reproduction-brass handle, 6" blade. Truly 
a collector’s item. Check local laws before order¬ 
ing. You must be over 21. 

#700918 . $19.85 

(Add $2.00 per knife for shipping.) 



NEW 8-SHOT , 

TEAR GAS 

REVOLVER 

Fires 8 -.22 cal. tear gas cartridges 
or blanks in seconds. You must be over 21. 
91000 BLUE-Sale Priced at only S 9.95 
91002 CHROME-Sale Priced at . $10.95 
(Add $2.00 for shipping.) 

S1004 Hip Holster.. . S 2.95 

91006 Tear Gas Cartridges (10) . $ 2.00 
91006 Extra-Loud Blanks-(IOO) . $ 3.00 

92000 Paralyzer Tear Gas Spray, 

Pocket Size.$ 5.95 

92004 Paralyzer Tear Gas Spray, 

Police Size.. $ 8.95 


THE BLACK BOOK 
OF DIRTY TRICKS 

“Improvised Munitions Handbook,” is the most 
sought after, heretofore impossible to obtain 
Army. Manual. Includes revealing chapters on: 
Improvised Explosives and Propellants; Mines & 
Grenades; Small Arms Weapons & Ammo; Mortars 
& Rockets; Incendiary Devices; Fuses; Ignition & 
Delay Mechanisms. Plus how to manufacture 
Rocket Launchers, Pistols, Shotguns, and Re- 
coiless Rifles from easy to obtain materials and 
much, much more! New expanded editionl Limited 
Number Available' ORDER NOW! 

#BB . $10.00 ppd. 


NEW! RARE! QUICK RELEASE 
VIETNAM ISSUE PISTOL BELT 



NEW PARATROOPER FOLDING STOCKS 


Custom-made Schmeisser Falischirmjager-type 
folding stocks for the M-1 Carbine and the 
Huger 10/22 Carbine. Beautiful quality American 
walnut stocks with blued ordnance steel. Skele¬ 
ton stock locks open and closed. Has full pistol 
grip and is ready to install. Standard length 
open-26V2" closed. Ideal for compact storage, 
backpacking, camping or police and combat use. 
#31000 for G.I., National Ordnance and 

Plainfield Carbine. $69.95 

#310U0 for Universal Firearms 

Corporation Carbine., . $69.95 

#31022 for Huger 10/22 Carbine . . . $69.95 
(Add $4.00 for shipping and insurance.) 


BRAND NEW M-1 
CARBINE ACCESSORIES 


#30016 5-shot Magazine. S 2.50 

#30016 15-shot Magazine. S 2.50 

#30020 30-shot Magazine.$ 4.00 

#30000 60-rd Jungle Clip-(Clips 

2-30 shot clips together). $ 4.95 

#30002 Sling and Oiler. $ 3.95 

#10102 15-rd. Magazine Pouch- 

holds 2-15 shot mags. .. $ 1.50 

#30024 30-fd. Magazine Pouch- 

holds 2 or 4-30 shot mags .... $ 4.95 

#30010 Flash Hider. $12.95 

#30006 Muzzle Brake-Reduces recoil 

and muzzle jump. $12.95 

#30006 Piston Nut Wrench ...... $ 2.95 

#30004 Scope Mount, no drilling 

or tapping... $12.95 

#30012 Ventilated Steel Handguard . $ 4.95 
#013 Carbines, Cal. 30 

Technical Manual. $ 5.95 

#70024 G.l. M-4 Carbine Bayonet 

W/M6A1 SCABBARD. $34.95 

(Add $1.50 shipping for first item, 25< for each 
additional item.) 


COLT .45 AUTO 
MAGS & CLIP 
POUCH SET 

Heavy duty G.l. Canvas 
pouch with 2 brand new G.L .45 auto magazines. 
Latest contract magazines. 

#452M. $11.95 

(Add $1.50 for shipping.) 

G.L AR-15/M-16 30 ROUND 
MAGS & POUCH SET 

G.l. Pouch with three (3) 
■ j new 6.1. 30-shot 
J magazines. 

#M16S .... $24.95 
^ (Add $2.00 for shipping.) 

MINI-14 30 ROUND MAGS & 
POUCH SET 

G.l. Pouch with three (3) new 30-shot Mini-14 
magazines. 

#M14S... $39.95 

(Add $2.00 for shipping.) 


o- 'i 


#10034 . $ 5.95 

(Add $1.50 for shipping.) 


MINI-14 ACCESSORIES 


SCOPE MOUNT, no drilling or tapping. Inda-Mount. 

#IM180 for Series 180 Mini 14 .... $21.95 
#iM181 for Series 181,182 Mini-14 . . $21.95 
#RM1 Rear Sight Tool, to adjust windage 

& elevation. $ 9.95 

#RM2 Match Rear Sight, blue .... $ 9.95 

#RM4 Flash Hider, Blue Steel. 

Installs in seconds. $14.95 

#RM5 Stainless Steel Flash Hider . . $19.95 
#RM6 Extra Power Recoil Spring- 
Improves Feeding, reliability. 

Specify series 180.161,182 ... $ 4.95 

#RM7 Ventilated Handguard. $13.50 

#RM12 Bayonet Lug, installs in seconds. 

Will hold M7 bayonet. $22.00 

#LSP-16 Mini 14 Manual.$ 2.95 

(Add $1.50 shipping for first item, 25^ for each 
additional item.) 



BRITISH COMMANDO 
BATTLE JACKET 
LAST CALL! 

This attractive jacket is 
Brand New British govern¬ 
ment surplus. A light¬ 
weight, rugged, ail-purpose 
jacket made of O.D. color, 
denim. May never be 
available again. Sizes: 

S, M. L. 



lortness. 


‘Please send height, chest and waist measure¬ 
ments for an exact fit. 

#BCBJ. Only. $14.95 

(Add $2.00 for shipping.) 


BRAND NEW 
RIOT GUN PISTOL^ 

GRIP KIT 

The ultimate in firepower and shortness. 

Used extensively by Federal law enforcement of¬ 
ficers. Easy to install. Take off buttstock and 
replace with our pistol grip. For Rem. 870, Marlin 
120, Win. 1200. Mossberg Pump, High Standard 
Pump, Win. Mod. 12, and Ithica 37. 

(Please specify when ordering.) 

#RGK. $30.00 

(Add $2.00 per unit for shipping.) 

ORDERING INFORMATION! To order by mail, use the coupon below, or separate 
sheet. Mail with payment. Add shipping or your order will be delayed. BA, MC, COD'S may call 
800-323-3233. Minimum phone order $25.00. Illinois, Alaska, Hawaii call 312-598-4466. PARELLEX 
CORPORATION. CHICAGO RIDGE. IL 60415. For questions or information call-312-598-4466. 


AR-15/M-16 ACCESSORIES 


#70027 G.l. M-7 Bayonet & Sheath $29.95 

#32026 Ordnance & Armorer's Wrench $12.00 

#32012 Flash Hider. $16.00 

#32000 Scope Mount. $19.95 

#016 M-16 Manual. $ 5.95 

#061 Ar-15 Full Auto Conversion 

Manual . $ 4.95 

(Add $1.50 shipping for the first item, 25^ for each 
additional item.) 


Mail to: 

Dept. SF-82 
Please send following 


(3 Box F, Chicago Ridge, IL 60415 


O Money Order □ Check Enclosed $__ 

ILLINOIS RESIDENTS INCLUDE SALES TAX 
CHARGE TO MY: □ Mastercharge □ Visa/Bankamerica Card 

111! 11111 nTTTrrn' n exp. date ujx 


My name is, 
I live at_ 


City. 


. State. 


.Zip. 


NEW! 1981 PARELLEX CORPORATION CATALOG. MILITARY SURPLUS. POLICE EQUIPMENT. CUTLERY. 
MILITARY & SURVIVAL MANUALS, SELF DEFENSE PRODUCTS. FULLY ILLUSTRATED. ALL ITEMS 
GUARANTEED. $1.00. (Free with order). Satisfaction Guaranteed or your Money Back! 
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A low profile fixed rear sight for all Colt 
Government Model and Commander, G.L 
issue 1911 and 1911 -A1 and the Browning 
Hi-Power. Shrouds the rear of the slide 
affording a clean, combat sight picture. 
Adjusts for windage and requires some 
fitting. Comes with complete instructions 
for installation. 


LEFT 

HANDERS 


PATENTED 


The original patented Swenson Ambidex¬ 
trous safety, for use on all Colt Government 
Models, Gold Cup, Ace, National Match, 
Mark IV Series, Commander and USA G.l. 
issue 1911 and 1911-A1, plus all copies of 
these firearms. Easily installed with some 
fitting required and converts the thumb 
safety to lefthand operation. Comes with 
complete instructions for easy installation. 



^ Copley Newt Service 







...mONElSFORBUSriNG 
HEADS ATGPftNSl^WTHISIS 
FORTEARCiASSINiaillEMINERS 
fiTPlASTANDTHISISFOR 

I?INGIEAPERS m IHISONE- y.i-'' 





V'. 






RIGHT HANDERS 


For 
abo^ 
simply 
the 
tory 

Add $1.50 to all above prices to cover post¬ 
age and handling. California residents add 
6% sales tax. Please remit money orders or 
cashiers checks only, NO C.O.D.s PLEASE. 


DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED. 

SWENSOirS .45 SHOP 

P.O. BOX 606-SF • FALlBROOK CA 92028 
TELEPKO N E |71 4j 728^531 & 





Twenty-two Chapel Street 
Brooklyn. New York 11201 
Tee^hirts ($7.95), sizes: sm., 
med., Ig., xlg. & Patches 
($4.00). Send check or money 
order only! no c.o.d.’s. Ada 
$1.00 shipping & handling. 
New York add 8* sales tax. 



N icaraguan 

FREEDOM ... 

Sirs: 

Please accept this meager gift of medi¬ 
cal supplies for the Nicaraguan Freedom 
Fighters Fund. I have a special place in my 
heart for the people of Central America. I 
served as a missionary for the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints (Mor¬ 
mons) in Torreon, Mexico, in 1976 and 
1977. I have many friends who spent their 
two years in El Salvador, Nicaragua, 
Honduras and Guatemala. I pray each 
day for the brave men in Nicaragua who 
so desperately need our help in defeating 
the communist, terrorist aggressors. I 
hope to be able to make a substantial 
donation of web gear and fatigues in the 
near future. 

Thank you very much. 

Sincerely, 

Christopher N. White, 

President 

Future Survival Association 
Crofton, Maryland 

Mr. Whitens thanks are entirely mis¬ 
placed. SOF and the Nicaraguan Freedom 
Fighters should and do thank him. For 
our readers, it is important that we correct 
the mistaken impression White gives by 
his modesty. He sent a large box of 
medical supplies of immeasurable value in 
Nicaragua. — The Eds. 


R efueling 

REVISITED ... 

Sirs: 

“Marine In-Flight Refueling” (SOF, 
May *82) was quite good, but there was 
one piece of faulty information. 1 base my 
correction on my having been a crew chief 
on SAC KC 135 A tankers with 2nd OMS, 
2nd Bomb Wing, Barksdale AFB, La., for 
5‘/2 years. 

Marv Wolf made a mistake when he 
said that one service cannot refuel another 
service’s craft. Unfortunately, I cannot 
remember the designation numbers for 
the extending receiver boom and drogue 
off-load nozzle that made it possible for 
us to refuel Navy and Marine aircraft, but 
we did it many times. 

After being notified of the type of craft 
we would be refueling, the shop would 
mount the proper drogue on the proper 
refueling boom. Once the drogue was 
mounted, the pilot of the craft to be 
refueled had to fly his receiver boom into 
the drogue instead of the tanker operator 
flying the boom into the receiver’s fueling 
receptacle as we did on Air Force craft. 
Hope to see you at the next convention. 
Sincerely yours, 

Rick Holbert 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 

Continued on page 90 
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INTERSERVICE 

JOURNAL 


An Exciting New Quarterly 


Turn Your Bookshelf Into a Complete 
Research Library for Only $34.95 

If you’re like most readers of SOF, you probably 
buy several books by mail every couple of months. 

Even if you only buy as few as two or three books 
each year, we know you will quickly understand 
the money-saving value of this exciting new offer. 

While searching out new books to publish, 
we’ve often discovered valuable information 
about special weapons and warfare, police 
science, and Intelligence operations contained in 
rare manuals and training pamphlets, or hidden 
away in hard-to-find back issues of little-known 
journals. This material is timely, important, and 
represents some of the best work of our finest writers. 

For some time, we’ve been thinking 
about the best way to make selected 
material available to everyone at low 
cost. The problem is not as easy as it 
sounds. Such material is too short for 
book purposes, yet too long for maga¬ 
zines. If we tried to publish these 
works separately, the cost would be 
too high. 

Interservlce Journal 

The answer to this problem \s Inter- 
service Journal, a substantial new 
quarterly designed to collect, pre¬ 
serve, and present outstanding 
reprints and original articles of 
proven, lasting value to law enforce¬ 
ment, the intelligence profession, and 
the art of special warfare. Each issue 
incorporates full-length material that, 
if purchased separately, would cost 
you many times more than the nomi¬ 
nal subscription price. 

We don’t want to mislead you: Inter¬ 
service Journal is not a magazine, 
and is not produced for the average 



Read what the foremost authorities say about... 

Special warfare 

Guerrilia warfare 

Clandestine operations 

Vulnerable points 

Arms smuggling 

Surreptitious entry 

Cordon and search 

Extractions of personnel 

Urban patrols 

Political assassinations 

Raids 

Embassy security 

Caches and hides 

Kidnapping 

Convoy security 

Hostage negotiation 

Sniping/countersniping 

Document work 

Informant nets 

Soviet espionage 

Psychological operations 

New ways of war 

Espionage tradecraft 

Searches 

Surveillance 

Infiltration 

Undercover operations 

Night ambush 

Riot Control 

Cross-border operations 

VIP protection 

Urban guerrilla warfare 

Internal security weapons 

Unconventional weapons 

Bomb search 

Countersurveiltance 

Counter-terrorist tactics 

Propaganda 

Police science 

Clandestine meeting 

Counterintelligence 

Concealment devices 

Besieged buildings 

Audio penetration 

Codebreaking 

Knife fighting 


reader. Each issue is literally a book in itself, and subscribing to 
IJ is like getting four books each year for one low price. IJ is 
published for the select few men and women who are truly 
serious about their work: the type of people who take pride in 
having the straight answers, and are interested In career ad¬ 
vancement. 

The Best Minds in the Business. 

The authorities represented in forthcoming issues read like a 
“Who’s Who’’ in special operations. We have previously un¬ 
published material by W. E. Fairbairn, father of modern Internal 
security tactics: major studies by Miles Copeland, the legendary 
espionage specialist who helped organized the CIA; M.R.D. 
Foot, official historian of the British Secret Service; Dr. Ray 
Cline, former Deputy Director of CIA; Gershon RIvlin, Israeli 
intelligence officer and clandestine weapons expert; William L. 
Cassidy, research specialist and President of the Intelligence 
Studies Foundation, and many more foremost experts. 

A Valuable Research Tool 

Imagine what a valuable research tool Interservice Journal 


will become for you. Whether you’re planning an 
operation, or engaging in some highly stimulating 
personal study, you will be able to refer to the pages 
of IJ time and time again. It will give you new ideas, 
and help you to find vital information on subjects 
of special interest. Interservlce Journal will set 
you apart, and you’ll approach your profession 
with new authority. 

Every issue brings to your fingertips the exciting 
world of special research. No other publication 
has ever utilized the unique cross-discipline 
approach you’ll enjoy with your subscription. No¬ 
where else will you find this far-sighted combination 
of special warfare, police science, and intelligence 
studies, all for one affordable price. 

Act Now and Enjoy Our Bonus Offer 
Place your subscription today, and 
we’ll send you a special bonus gift: an 
exact reproduction of the legendary 
Special Weapons and Devices hand¬ 
book issued by the Office of Strategic 
Services for behind-the-lines secret 
agents. This $10.95 value collector’s 
edition is a classic among knowledge¬ 
able students of unconventional war¬ 
fare, and it will be sent to you ’ab¬ 
solutely free when you subscribe. 
This special bonus offer Is limited to 
supply on hand, so you must act 
today. 

Available Only by Mail 

Interservice Journal is not available 
on newsstands. We therefore urge you 
to seize this unique opportunity to be 
one of the select few subscribers to 
this exclusive new quarterly. Please 
act now, and send in your subscrip¬ 
tion today. The first issue of Interser¬ 
vice Journal will be rushed to you by 
return mall, together with your free gift. 


INTERSERVICE JOURNAL 

Yes, send me Interservlce Journal at your money-saving rate of 
$34.95. and rush my free copy of the Special Weapons and Devices 
Handbook. I understand that if I am not delighted, I may cancel my 
subscription by returning the Journal and the Handbook for a com¬ 
plete refund. 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY, STATE, ZIP _ 

Enclose $34.95 with your order. We pay postage and handling. Visa 
and MasterCard accepted. Give card number and expiration date and 
please sign your order, or call toll-free, 24 hours, 600-227-1617 Ext 
156. In Calif, call 800-772-3545. 


INTERSERVICE PUBLISHING CO., INC. 
Dept F12, Box 5437, San Francisco, Calif. 94101 
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sold to Sportsmen & Law 
Enforcement Agencies 


• 7 NEW MODELS WITH NO CARTRIDGE JIGGLE 
ARE AVAILABLE IN .38 and .357 ONLY 

• GUARANTEED-ONE FULL YEAR 


■FOR: 




• SMITH & WESSON- 

.38-.357, .22 L.R., .41 Mag., 
.44 Spec., .44 Mag., 

.45 Auto Rim, .45 Colt Long 

• COLT-.38-.357. .22 

• RUGER-.38-.357, 

Security Six, Speed Six 

• DAN WESSON- 
38-.357, .22 L.R. 

• CHARTER ARMS- 

.. .38, .44 Special 


LEATHER CASES 


Single. Double and Triple genuine leather 
cases available for all HKS Speed Loader 
models. Black, Brown or Tan in Plain, 
Basketweave or Clarino finish with choice 
of Nickel. Brass or Velcro (double case 
only) fasteners. Fits 2V4" belt. 



No. 105 Single 


No. 103 
Double 


No. 102 
Triple 
(No Flap) 


For Information Write 


H.K.S. PRODUCTS 

132 FIFTH STREET. DAYTON. KY. 41074 


COMBAT 
PISTOLCRAFT 



IPSC: SIMPLE SIGHT, 
SIMPLE PHILOSOPHY 

By Ken Hackathorn 

y^S the 1911 pistol has been used in- 
im creasingly for practical and defensive 
application over the last few years, the 
need for better sights has become critical. 
All of the popular adjustable pistol sights 
have been adapted for .45 auto use. Most 
users prefer a high fixed-sight system. All 
the currently available combat-style sights 
are a great improvement over the little 
hump-and-bump stock Colt-pistol sights. 

A new set of these sights is marketed by 
pistolsmith Richard Heinie. Dept. SOF, 
821 E. Adams, Havana, IL 62644. These 
sights provide a clear sight picture and are 
extremely rugged. The installation of 
Heinie’s sights requires machining of the 
pistol’s slide. I think the Heinic sights arc 
the answer not only for IPSC competition 
but also for police and military use. Each 
set comes with a modified-ramp front sight. 
Price is $28.50 plus $1.50 for postage and 
handling. Hcinic will install these sights on 
the customer’s .45 auto or P-35 Browning 
for a total price of $55. 

T he quest for superior shooting skills in 
the art of practical pistol shooting has 
caused some interesting innovations. From 
the earliest days of IPSC formation, great 
effort was made to equate the word “prac¬ 
tical” with realism. 

Initial problems included proper am¬ 
munition. holsters and weapons. One of 
the first concepts outlined by IPSC was the 
requirement that all pistol ammunition be 
equal to duty loads. Shooting light-loaded, 
mid-range ammo violated combat realism. 
If practical shooting were to be indeed 
realistic, cartridges fired in contests had to 
equal those used for self-defense. Jeff 
Cooper went a step further and introduced 
“power-factoring.” This rewards cartridges 
and loadings of greater power with higher 
scores. Even if some people disagreed with 
his ballistics, most agreed with the principle 
that the man firing a harder-recoiling weap¬ 
on should be rewarded. 

The second area of concern for IPSC 
was the widespread use of holsters that 
were anything but practical. They were de¬ 
signed for use in pistol matches but they 
were so uncomfortable that they were worn 
only during the actual firing strings. To 
wear one for everyday use was impractical 
and rarely done. IPSC President Jeff 
Cooper set out to write a fair, uniform hol¬ 
ster rule that would make the competition 
holster resemble working ones. This rule is 
now part of the enforced shooting require¬ 
ments in all IPSC matches. 


Now we find ourselves being flooded by 
a deluge of “gadget guns”: custom pistols 
designed to give the top competition 
shooters every edge in fast shooting and 
quick recovery. The Clark Pin-Gun, Devel 
Gammon. Wilson Accu-Comp, Plaxco 
Compensator and others share features 
such as extended barrels with vents, ports, 
weights and vector compensators. These 
weapons manufacturers are testing every 
imaginable engineering approach. 



Rugged, simple and non>reflective, the 
high-profile Heinie sight is dove-tailed 
and alien-bolted into Colt Government 
slide. Photo: Ken Hackathorn 

Each design is interesting in its own way, 
but only an expert competitive shooter can 
notice any improvement. Nevertheless, 
what the big boys have, the masses rush to 
buy — and this makes the pistolsmiths rich. 

In the hands of a Shaw, Fowler, Walters, 
Plaxco or Seyfried, these gadget guns are 
impressive. They do exactly what they 
were designed to do: win matches. How¬ 
ever, I know nobody who actually carries 
one for everyday defensive use. I don’t be¬ 
lieve anyone considers them defensive 
sidearms. They are fancy paper punches. 

- Now a new fad has reared its ugly head: 
optical sights. The Aimpoint is the most 
popular: some competitors claim that these 
sights give them a match-winning edge. 

Let’s remember we are still practical 
shooters. Back at the beginning, we used 
to give the PPC revolver shooters hell for 
using powder-puff loads, phony holsters 
and — most of all — those outrageous bull- 
barreled revolvers with exotic ribs and all 
sorts of attached gadgets. How could they 
have the impertinence to call themselves 
“combat” shooters when they were just 
playing a game, target shooting with im¬ 
practical tools. 

I’m afraid the next time someone brings 
up the subject of PPC guns and the lack of 
practical rationale. I’ll have to keep my 
mouth shut. ^ 


12 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


AUGUST/82 
















NOWITCANBETOLD! 


If you ore too squeamish to read 
this ad, STOP here! If you are look* 
ing for a proven INSTANT SELF-DE* 
FENSE system, READ ONI What you 
are about to read is ACTUAL .. . 
REAL .. . PROVEN and GUARAN¬ 
TEED ABILITY TO ' DESTROY'' your 
aggressor...BEFORE HE "DESTROYS" 
YOU! 

Who knows the human anatomy 
better than your doctor? 

Ask any doctor to oscertain that 
which we are about to tell you and 
he will agree . . . the "NINJA SYS¬ 
TEM OF DEFENSE " is the answer. 

WHY? The human body is the 
greatest gift any person on this 
earth has been bequeathed by the 
Divine Power. However, It is what 
living experiences do to this gift 
which enables the average human 
being to live a full life. 

In the Ninja System of Self-De¬ 
fense we guarantee . . . yes. . .. 

WE GUARANTEE YOUR MONEY WILL 
BE WISELY SPENT 
• you will learn gross anatomy 



Ask yourself: 

ARE YOU RUGGED ENOUGH MENTALLY? 

DO YOU LIVE IN OR NEAR A 
DEPRESSED AREA? 

DO YOU WORK tN OR NEAR A 
LIFE-THREATENING SITUATION? 

HAVE YOU EVER BEEN MUGGED? 

HAVE YOU EVER BEEN RAPED OR 
NEAR RAPED? 

DO YOU FEAR FOR YOUR LIFE? 

THE SMALL MONIES YOU WILL INVEST will bring 
you a life FREE of tension ONCE YOU HAVE 
LEARNED THE SYSTEMI 

WE HAVE SENT OUT THOUSANDS OF COURSES! We 
have had only three returns. ALL FROM PARENTS OF 
CHILDREN WHO SIGNED THE PLEDGE FALSELY! 

IF YOU DO NOT AGREE THAT YOU HAVE RECEIVED 
MORE THAN YOUR MONEY'S WORTH ... YOUR 
PURCHASE PRICE WILL BE CHEERFULLY REFUNDEDIII 

We warn you. The knowledge is "hair-raising". Out 
of thirty years of Involvement in Judo, Ju-Jitsu 
and Chinese Karate .. . comes this system. 

COURSE INCLUDES PROFUSELY ILLUSTRATED BOOK 

DIAMOND TIP SURGICAL STEEL NINJA "WEAPON" 

VITAL CHART OF ANATOMY WITH 

NINJA STRIKE POINTS 

UP TO DATE CATALOG OF CLASSICAL 

MARTIAL ARTS BOOKS AT 20 TO 60% OFF RETAIL 


• you will learn about the skeletal system 

• you will learn about the muscular system 

• you will learn about the nervous system 

• you will learn about the respiratory system 

FREE OF EXTRA COST- 
SECOND STEEL NINJA 
WITH THIS AD ONLY. 


I BUTOKUKAI 

I 53 West 72nd Street 

I New York, N.Y. 10023 

I Rush NINJA INSTANT SELF DEFENSE COURSE and 
I NINJA EQUALIZER for only FIVE DOLLARS 
I Add $1.00 postage and handling. 

I FREE Medical Implications of Karate 
" Kicks and Blows plus Dim Mak Manual! 


We expect a lot of back lash from our readers . . . 
especially the squeamish ones. However, if this 
new knowledge will help to save one life! . .. 


WE WILL BE PLEASED! 


PLUS-" FREE MANUAL ON "DIM MAK" 
POISON HAND DEATH TOUCH TECHNIQUE!!! 



Name- 


Address- 
City_ 


. Stote- 


.Zlp. 


I am over 18 years of age. I promise to accept 
□ the responsibility of this new knowledge. 

□ CashDMoney Order DCheck Sorry No C.O.D. 

FortiQn Ceuntrivs submit Int'l M.O. or Bonk Proft payobio 
^ in U.S. fundi. Add 50% mort for poitoet. ^ 


.1 
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IN REVIEW 



UNIFORMS OF THE ELITE FORCES. 
By Leroy Thompson and Michael Chap¬ 
pell. Blandford Press Ltd., Link House, 
West Street, Poole, Dorset, U.K. 1982. 
160 pp. Illustrated. $8.95. Review by 
Madro Bandaries. 



Leroy Thompson — Michael Chappell 


UniFORms of the 
EllIE FORCES 


FN-ni 

162 Nno 





TH-r 



Never before offered at 
this low price! 

□ Genuine — FAL 
MAGAZINES (Not 
Converted LI A1 or Cl 
Mags.) 

O 20 Round Capacity 

□ New Condition 

□ In-Stock Ibr 
Immediate Delivery 



B:s£* 

Send cash, check, or 
money order (include 
$2.50 for postage and 
handling) or CALL 
TOLL FREE 800-423- 
5237 (except Califor¬ 
nia) for aU major 
credit card orders 
today! 



SHERWOOD INTERNATIONAL 

18714 Parthenia Street 
Dept. SOF-8 
NorthridgerCA 91324 
(213)349-7600 


T his book is a fine addition to Bland- 
ford’s current military library. Long 
associated with military publications, 
Blandford Press is noted for its attention 
to detail and its fine art work. Completed 
on the same scale as their recent Army 
Uniforms Since 1945, the book concerns 
itself with the uniforms of elite units since 
WWII. With extraordinary attention to 
detail and comments on military history, 
Uniforms of the Elite Forces will make an 
excellent addition to one’s library. 

Well-known units such as the British 
SAS and the U.S. Rangers and Special 
Forces are given special attention as are 
the elite units of smaller countries. The 
superior illustrations of Michael Chappell 
are worth the price of the book alone. The 
authoritative text by Leroy Thompson is 
well-written. This American military his¬ 
torian is also an SOF author and his book 
reviews have appeared on this page in past 
issues. Thompson’s Uniforms of the Elite 
Forces is a required book for all military 
bookshelves. 


THE PRESIDIO CONCISE GUIDE TO 
MILITARY AIRCRAFT OF THE 
WORLD. Editor: Chris Chant. Novato, 
Calif.: Presidio Press. 1981. 224 pp. 500 
illustrations. $17.95. Review by John 
Metzger. 

C HRIS Chant, an experienced aviation 
writer and editor, has put together a 
handbook covering 180 major military 
aircraft in service today. 

Each entry chronicles aircraft history 
with notes on manufacture and intended 
mission followed by a list of specifica¬ 
tions. Chant has uncovered some in¬ 
teresting anecdotes and gives a short 
description of the concepts and ideas that 
went into the development of each air¬ 
craft. 

Excellent color illustrations and some 
photographs accompany each plane and 
helicopter. The illustrations are accurate 
and show details of camouflage and mark¬ 
ings from different countries. 

The Concise Guide to Military Aircraft 
of the World is an easy-to-understand 
guide to modern aircraft identification, 
and will make a handsome addition to any 
military book collection. 

THE PRESIDIO CONCISE GUIDE TO 
SOVIET MILITARY AIRCRAFT. By 
Bill Sweetman. Novato, Calif.: Presidio 
Press. 1981. 206 pp. Illustrated. $17.95. 
Review by John Metzger. 

T he Presidio Concise Guide to Soviet 
Military Aircraft by Bill Sweetman is 
in the same format as Chris Chant’s Con¬ 
cise Guide to Military Aircraft of the 
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World. Sweetman goes a bit further, how¬ 
ever, in his introduction, which deals with 
Soviet air-defense policy as it relates to air¬ 
craft manufacture, mission and history. 

Also included is a section on Soviet 
military-aircraft exports with ComBloc air 
force insignia. 

Sweetman *s book relies more on photo¬ 
graphs than Chant’s, and some shots are 
one-of-a-kind. This handbook is an up-to- 
date account of all known Soviet military 
aircraft, and complements the Presidio 
Concise Guide to Military Aircraft of the 
World. 


A PICTORIAL GUIDE TO THE 
MILITARY MUSEUMS, FORTS, AND 
HISTORIC SITES OF THE UNITED 
STATES. By Lt. Col. James B. Sweeney 
(USAF-Ret.). Crown Publishers Inc., One 
Park Ave., New York, NY 10016. 1981. 
320 pp. Illustrated with 550 photographs, 
diagrams and maps. $19.95. Review by 
John Metzger. 

T his comprehensive illustrated direc¬ 
tory of more than 300 military 
museums, forts and historic sites in the 
United States is divided into sections on 
land, sea, air and overseas, and covers all 
branches of the armed forces. Using an al¬ 
phabetical listing by state, A Pictorial 
Guide briefly describes major forts, mu¬ 
seums and battlesites, including costs (if 
any), hours open, address, curator, his¬ 
tory, how to get there and what one can 
see and do. 

Each entry includes at least one picture. 
All photos are black and white and not of 
the best quality, but the book serves its 
purpose. For museum and history buffs, 
this volume will make a good travel refer¬ 
ence for extended cross-country road 
trips. 

SEMPER FIDELIS: The History of the 
United States Marine Corps. By Allan R. 
Millett. New York: Macmillan. 1981. 26 
photos and maps, 782 pp. $29.95. Review 
by William Brooks. 

L t. Col. Allan R. Millett, USMCR, 
distinguished historian, has succeed¬ 
ed in producing a single-volume definitive 
history of the United States Marine Corps 
— a mission which was not accomplished 
by Brig. Gen. Edwin Simmons, USMC re¬ 
tired, in his work, The United States Ma¬ 
rines: The First Two Hundred Years 
1775-1975 (Viking, 1976). Although Col. 
Millett has used many of Gen. Simmon’s 
sources, he has presented an original, 
comprehensive, readable account. 

The author deals with the growth of the 
Marine Corps from an organization of 
ships’ guards into a modern, multi¬ 
functional, air-land-sea ready force. 

Col. Millett divides Marine Corps de¬ 
velopment into four phases: first, 1775 to 
the 20th century, when Marines guarded 
ships and Naval yards and stores; second, 
the period following the Philippine insur- 



Small Arms 
or Handgum 
of the 
Viorid... 


WAS $39.95 

NOW $32.95 


Each book is a complete reference 
bible to Small Arms/Handguns of 
the world. Professionally Illustrated 
and photographed in detail with 
over 650 pages In each. These hard 
bound books cover assembly dis¬ 
assembly, and maintenance Instruc¬ 
tions for all major arms. Ideal for 
gun enthusiasts everywhere! Get 
your copy today! 


fenrffiSi, check, or 
(Include $3.00 
handling for each) or 
CALL TOLL FREE 800-423-5237 
(except In California) for all major 
credit card orders. 


SHERWOOD INTERNATIONAL 

18714 Parthenia Street 
Dept. SOF-8 
Northrldge, CA 91324 
(213) 349-7600 


Buy One of Each 
and Save! 

ONLY $49.95 


rection to 1941, which saw the Marines 
used as colonial infantry; third, the years 
spent developing amphibious capabilities 
and applying them, sometimes with 
disastrous results in the Pacific campaigns 
of WWII; and fourth, the current phase 
which has brought the Corps recognition 
as a rapid deployment force in readiness. 

Semper Fidelis is not an official history 
of the Corps; therefore, events are not re¬ 
counted entirely from the Corps’ point of 


view (for instance, the less-than-gallant 
performance at Ft. Fisher in 1865). The 
author does, however, promote loyalty, 
support and sympathy for one of the 
world’s foremost military units. Semper 
Fidelis is a well-told story, using Marine 
Corps argotique and military termi¬ 
nology. Written with drama and color. 
Semper Fidelis will be appreciated by civil¬ 
ians and Marines alike. This book is long 
overdue for the military historian. ^ 
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JOIN THE 



AUGUST/S2 


PROFESSIONALS! 


When you subscribe to SOF, you learn tips and 
techniques that save you time and money — and 
maybe your life! Experts reveal survival skills and 
new developments in weaponry that are not found 
elsewhere. And from our correspondents, you get 
timely first-hand reports from Africa, S.E. Asia, 
Afghanistan and Latin America. So spoil yourself 
— buy the source for adventure, mercenary activi¬ 
ty, urban and wilderness survival, and discover 
products you only dreamed about. 


Subscribe Now 


15 


From the world's toughest 
and most secret units... 


BUSHWAR 
BOSOORLOG 
BUSCHKRIEG 

A Lancer exclusive! The 
vrar in Southv/est Africa 
as you've never seen it 
before. More than 100 
black and white and color 
photos of Army life in the 
operational areas. Text 
and captions in three lan¬ 
guages — English, German 
and Afrikaans S24.95. 





UNIFORMS OF THE 
FRENCH FOREIGN 
LEGION 183M981 

A fitting present for the 
Legion's 150th birthday! Ex¬ 
tensive coverage, numerous 
black and white photos, color 
plates of the Legion's combat 
and dress uniforms from its 
inception to the present day 
$19.95. 



BADGES OF THE SUPERSECRET 
PHOENIX PROGRAM 

identify the Viet Cong Infrastructure . . . Pinpoint their location 
. . . Terminate with extreme prejudice. That was the mission of the 
Phoenix Program, renamed the Phung Hoang program when the 
media and certain members of Congress decided that we really 
shouldn't be killing Viet Cong cadre without due process! 

Not many Americans are familiar with this deadly page from the history 
of the Vietnam War. Fewer still have seen many of the insignia worn by the 
American and Vietnamese personnel who brought the terror war home to the VC. 

We have secured high quality restrikes of three of the original insignia. 
Metal pocket badge $7.95, metal shoulder device $4,95, cloth shoulder patch $4.95 
Special Offer! Complete set of all three badges just $14.95. 



THE LEGION 
PARA NECKTIE 

If you only hove one necktie, 
this should be it! The winged 
arm and dagger badge of 
France's most elite units has 
been carefully woven in 
muted silver color onto a 
dark blue background 
by one of America's 
■' leading makers of 
neckwear. A must 
V ' for any adventurer's 
wardrobe and the per¬ 
fect present $11,95. 




FOREIGN LEGION 
RECRUITING POSTER 
& BUMPER STICKER 

Vive la Legion! An exact, full color re¬ 
production of the current Legion poster, 
Large 17X22" size make this authentic piece 
of Legion memorabilia a standout in any 
Room $4.95. 

Authentic, colorful (bright red, black, white) 
sticker shows where you stand. Once you 
put this on your car they won't be so fast 
to honk you or put dents in your doors! $2.00. 


i LANCER MILITARIA 

PLEASE RUSH ME 1 

P.O. BOX 100 
* SIMS, AR 71969 

1 (501) 867-2232 


4 I 

i : 1 ENCLOSE MY CHECK OR MONEY ORDER FOR $ 

OR PLEASE CHARGE { 

TO MY VISA 

MASTERCHARGE 



■ SEND FOR OUR LATEST ILLUSTRATED 

■ r^ATAi r>r' oc n \A/inc k/iii itadv 

ACCOUNT NUMBER 

EXPIRY DATE 

SIGNATURE (NECESSARY TO SEND MERCHANDISE) J 

1 GEAR . , . ONLY S1.00. 

NAME 


ADDRESS 



CITY 

STATE 

ZIP CODE 

PHONE 1 


YOUR SATISFACTION GUARANTEED. POSTAGE IS EXTRA, ADD $2.00 
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I WAS THERE 

by George L. Hook, |r. 
as told to M.L. Jones 


George L, Hook, Jr., describes himself 
as **a survivor of the Southeast Asia war 
games. ” This former 3rd Force Recon 
Marine's quick reactions helped him as a 
civilian one dark night in October 1977. 
As he tells it: 

T he sound of breaking glass jarred 
me awake. Was I dreaming? Al¬ 
though my wife slept undisturbed beside 
me, it had been too real for a dream. 
Perhaps it was a response learned after 
months in the jungles of Southeast Asia, 
but I decided to investigate. 

From the bedroom closet I picked up 
my .30-caliber Ml carbine {although 
many people dislike this weapon, I always 
carried it when I hunted coyote and deer 


— and I always scored). I inserted a 
loaded clip into the magazine well, jacked 
a round into the chamber and stepped into 
the hall. 

My house is a simple two-story building 
with a family room/rec room in the base¬ 
ment and the bedrooms on the second 
floor. Our two sons, then aged 3 and 4, 
slept next to the master bedroom. I de¬ 
cided to look in on them first. I opened 
the door — one of the boys was not in his 
bed. Relieved, I returned the carbine to 
the closet and started downstairs to find 
my errant son (I later found him on the 
floor behind his bed, sound asleep). 

Not finding him on the first floor, I 
walked downstairs to the basement and 
flicked on the family-room light. Broken 
glass from a window littered the floor, 
and 10 feet from me stood a man. 

He pulled a gun from behind his back 
and shouted, “Motherfucker, this is a 
stick-up!” 

As I look back, I marvel at how fast my 
mind raced at that moment as the 
adrenalin pumped through my body. Sud¬ 
denly, it was back to the rice paddies and 
total war. I distinctly remember hearing 
gunfire (although no shots were fired). 1 
had been out of the service for nine years, 
but my lessons as a Force Recon Marine 
paid off — again. 

I don^t remember covering the distance 
between us, but I jammed the burglar's 
gun into his face with a well-placed for- 


^□sreciAL 
FORCES 
GREEN 
BERE 



\ 

I Black Commando • 
Dog Tag Set o 




— (A Kaufman's Exclusive); |GI stainless steel 
tags, specially treated to be H glare flat 
“ "- black plus 2 black (4'"^d 24“) * 

'■■■ " \ ball chains .$5.00/set 


Dog Tag 
Shown Actual Size 


Jaunty and daring and classy — 
like the professional's who wear 
them. These are official regulation 
berets of 100% vat dyed wool and 
meeting all military specs. Made 
expressly for us by the prime gov¬ 
ernment contractor. 

Also available: Official headgear 
for: 

□ Airborne Qualified (Maroon) 

□ Ranger Commandos (Black) 

□ Artillery & Guardian Angels 
(Red) 

□ Commando Dress (Camouflage) 
Sizes —6% to IVa 

(Not sure of head size? Tell us how 
many inches around your head 
where you wear your hat. We'll send 
the right one.) — $13.00/each. 
Special Forces Crest-$3.00/each. 
Paratrooper Badge — $3.00/each. 
Special Forces Hashes- (for beret- 
specify 5th Group/Viet Nam: 12lh 
Group: JFK Special Warfare 
Center) . . $1.75/each. 


>/elite 

iCOMMANDO 
I T-SHIRTS 




set 

2 stainless chains (4 


□ Reauiation Gl Dog Tags — 

set of 2 stainless steel tags and 
and 24") 
$3.00/set 
Want us to print them? WE'LL 
PRINT ANYTHING up to 6 lines and 
16 spaces per line, 
n Printing .. only $1.00 per tag 
($2.00 per set) 



ALL ORDERS SHIPPED 
WiTHIN 24 HOURS 




SATISFACTION 

GUARANTEED 



RECQN 


SHIPPING COSTS — 
please include with all orders 
Any amount of insignia and 
dog tags count as one item, 
litem-$'1.50 
2 or 3 items-$2.50 
4 or more items -$3 25 



'iTiy4 
WKST 




ARMY-NAVY GOODS 

Send check or money order to: 
Kaufman's West—Dept. A-38 
504 YALE S.E. 
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87106 



-Send for > 


Free Sportswear Brochure 
with all our new designs 


ORDER TOLL FREE 1 -800-545-0933 — MON THRU SAT 


2 color silkscreens (never a rub¬ 
bery iron-on) on finest quality shirts 
you'll be proud of. Another Kauf¬ 
man's Exclusive: 

□ Special Forces — grey shirt, 
(50% cotton/ 50% polyester) 
black and white design. 

□ Airborne/Ranger —black shirt 
(100% cotton) red and white 
design. 

□ Marine Recon — red shirt 
(100% cotton) gold and white 
design. 

Specify size (S, M, L. 

XL) . $7.95/^0^ 


ward jump-kick {mae geri). Its impact 
opened a deep wound across the bridge of 
his nose. It was no quarter — strikes to 
the head and groin — but my only 
thought was to get that goddamn gun. 

In seconds it was over. One would-be 
burglar, down and bleeding. His weapon 
(a Ruger Blackhawk .44) in my hand. The 
police on the way. War is war, whether 
it's in the jungle or in your home. In every 
case, give no quarter. ^ 


IT HAPPENED 
TO ME 


by Col. Elswick Newport 
as told to M.L. Jones 

During the Korean ”Police Action," 
then Capt. Elswick Newport was Com¬ 
manding Officer (CO) of a helicopter 
detachment supporting a M.A.S.H. just 
behind the lines, about 12 miles south of 
the **Punch Bowl. ” 



Capt. Newport (right) reports in at battle-line 
M.A.S.H. during Korean War. Photo: 
Elswick Newport 



Worried, harried, hurried frontline medics 
load H-13D with American wounded. Korea, 
21 July 1952. Photo: Elswick Newport 


J UST before dawn one morning in 
April of 1953, we got a call to medevac 
a South Korean soldier with a head wound 
from a position up north. I was an aviator 
as well as CO, so I took my turn like the 
rest of the pilots in making pick-ups. It 
was my call that night and 1 headed out. 
Flying an H-13D, I got to the pick-up 
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PMC«»«the Hish TechnolosY Ammunition 
that’s Got the Bis Boys Beat Hands Down! 




Police and law enforcement men. who've 
shot PMC factory ammo, and have 
compared it to the Big Boys like Federal, 
Remington, or Winchester, know why more 
and more professionals are switching to 
PMC. 

Each PMC.case is pure brass... precision 
drawn to maximize accuracy. PMC progres¬ 
sive burning, smokeless propellants, ballisti- 
cally matched to each cartridge, insure full 
velocity without flash or fouling. And PMC’s 
nonmercuric, noncorrosive primer delivers 
constant, reliable ignition under a wide 
range of conditions. 

PMC bullet configurations, precisely engi¬ 
neered. assure maximum expansion and 
penetration at appropriate ranges, together 
with match level accuracy All PMC bullets 


WIDE CHOICE OF POPULAR AMMO 

are tested for correct in-flight and on-target 
characteristics. 

Every bullet lot is subjected to stringent 
tests, using the most up-to-date 
technology So, it's no surprise. Many 
target shooters and marksmen are dis¬ 
covering PMC factory 
ammo is often superior 
to hand loads. _ 

PMC...Made from the 
finest materials... accord¬ 
ing to rigid quality control 
standards..,using the 
latest manufacturing 
techniques from America, 

Switzerland, and West 
Germany... in the most 
modern ammunition plant. 

PMC Ammunition is high 
tech, inside and out! 

That’s why PMC beats the 
Big Boys hands down I 


HIGH TECH, INSIDE AND OUT! 


PMC offers centerfire rifle or handgun 
cartridges in a wide choice of popular cali¬ 
bers, bullet styles, and configurations to 
meet target/law enforcement demands. 
PMC... meeting your needs—at the range, 
in the line of duty, on the front line! 

PMC has the most complete line of mod¬ 
ern military rifle and pistol ball 
ammunition available 
commercially. 


PMC... PRECISION MADE CARTRIDGES 

PMC/PATTON AND MORGAN CORP. 

6 East 45th St., Dept. SF-8 
New York, NY 10017 
Phone: (212) 370*0777 


PRECISION MADE CARTRIDGES 


PMC ARSENAL LINE of ammo meets 
U.S. Military specifications and ballistics. 

Popular military calibers include: 30-06 
Springfield, 30 Carbine. 223 (5.56mm), 308 
Win., 9mm Luger, and 45 Auto. The PMC Ar¬ 
senal Line comes conveniently packaged in 
military style fiberboard cartons in wooden 
cases, or metal cans. 

Make the switch to PMC high tech 
ammo... Discover why PMC beats the Big 
Boys hands down! 

Contact your police supplier or PMC dis¬ 
tributor. and order a container, carload, or 
box today! 
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BLADE OF SURVIVAL 


recision molded 

I lllid block of 

ui^ Stainless 
^signed to 




^ sprli|a4 
lied, qii^ek' 




um. 


pzor-sharp. 
e is serrated. 


LENGTH: 8% ’, 
BLAOE: 4V«" 
weiGRT:« 6z.^; 

pncludes sliP^hf 

Also Available 
with Bout Clip 
3.95 additional 




KP-931 


KP'931-T 

■K * 24 ®® 

Please add $3.00 shipping and handling. 

Full Color Catalog of DINGO CUTLERY PRODUCTS - $2.50 
Credited with next order 


P CREDIT CARD 
HOLDERS 
CALL TOLL FREE 
1-800-874-8499 

Jwon.'Ffl. 9 am to 5 pm E.D.T. 

(ofl SEND CHECK OR 
I MONEY ORDER 


DINGO CUTLERY COMPANY 

(DIv. of Gulf Caribbean Enterprises, Inc.) 

4509 NW 23rd Ave., Suite 9, Gainesville, FL 32601 

Name _ _ _ _ . 

Address __ 

City _ 


□ KP-931 

n KP- 931 -T 

□ Boot Clip add 3.95 


. State ^ 


CHARGE ACCOUNT NUMBER 
I 


_Zip- 

EXPIRATION DATE 
MO. / YR 


Uncon01 SpTrv,Np C^.^S^^ ^ ^ | 


point just after daylight. The landing pad 
was a ledge scraped out of the side of the 
mountain, but then, they usually were. 

After setting down the blades swung in 
down pitch over the heads of two South 
Korean medics who rushed up with the 
stretcher. They began to secure it after 
removing the empty one already on the 
right litter rack. As they did this I got out 
and started putting my sandbag on the left 
litter to balance the wounded man’s 
weight. 

That was when it happened. After 
strapping the soldier in, the medics started 
to walk away uphill. The one who was 
carrying the stretchers — he couldn’t have 
been more than 19 — put the stretcher up 
on end. There was an earsplitting crash as 
one of the still rotating wood and metal 
blades swung round and struck it, sending 
pieces of both through the air. 

The damaged ’copter therr began mak¬ 
ing wild leaping gyrations. Fearing that 
both it and the patient would go off the 
pad and down the mountain I quickly 
reached inside and switched off the 
engine. 

Well, I had been in Korea for more than 
13 months, flown more than 1,000 mis¬ 
sions, and was crazy. 1 decided to kill the 
medic for what he did and drew my Chief 
Special. In order to get a better shot at 
him I took two steps away from the wreck 
... and the world exploded. 

What was left of the rotor blades were 
still swinging and I was struck in the back 
of the head by one. I was knocked 20 feet 
up the mountain by the blow. By some 
miracle 1 was not seriously injured — we 
didn’t have helmets in those days •— but 
lost all interest in the medic. 

Later that day I got another ’copter, at 
another pad, and flew the still un¬ 
conscious patient to the M.A.S.H. 

A few days later, a South Korean 
general came by to apologize for the inci¬ 
dent and asked if we would continue to 
pick up his wounded. 1 told him, “Of 
course we will.” 

Later, 1 heard that they executed the aid 
man. ^ 


I F you have a combat or adventure 
story for **It Happened to Me” or 
*^7 Was There/* triple-space type it 
and send it to SOF, P.O. Box 693, 
Boulder, CO 80306, Attn: M,L. Jones. 
All stories should be 500 words or less. 
Upon publication, SOF will become 
owner of all publication rights. Sub¬ 
mitted articles are subject to editing 
and revision, although their content 
and theme will not be changed. 

Photos (with captions and credits) 
are also helpful. Captions should be 
typed on a separate sheet of paper and 
keyed to each photograph. 

Enclose a stamped, self-addressed 
envelope so we can notify you of ac¬ 
ceptance or return your story. Article 
payment is $50, upon publication. All 
entrants will receive an SOF patch. 
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BILL MOORE publications 


IMPROVISED MUNITIONS 

BLACK BOOK 


IMPROVISED MUNITIONS 
BLACK BOOK VOLUME 3 

At last volume 3 is a reality - 
the 40 articles In this volume 
were developed for the C.LA, 
and Special Forces during the 
late 60's and early 70’s. How¬ 
ever, the program was stopped 
before these final articles could 
be published meaning this 
volume contains never before 
seen information with the 
most outstanding work on 
improvised weaponry ever 
compiled. S^Axll - 162 pages. 

225 . $14.95 




THE COMPLETE BOOK OF 
COMBAT HANDGUNNING 

Undoubtedly the finest firearm book ever published 
on combat fighting in the world. The author, Chuck 
Taylor needs no introduction, as a former captain in 
the.U.S. Army’s famed Rangers and founder of the 
ASAA he has gained world wide recognition as an 
authority on all aspects of small arms and combat 
fighting. The book contains virtually every aspect of 
combat handgunning. From the purpose, care and 
cleaning of the handgun to the techniques of surviving 
a fight and mental conditioning, etc. This book 
contains 168 pages. 

434 . $12.95 


AR-15. M-16 AND 
M-16A1 

5.56MM RIFLES 



AR-15, M-16 and M16A1 
5.56 mm Rifles 

This large, 8*^xll manual gives 
complete coverage of civilian as 
well as military variations and 
late developments. Every facet 
Is covered: from the use to de¬ 
tailed-disassembly, Inspection 
and complete repair and main¬ 
tenance for the various models. 
The complete story of the M-16 
family is contained in this vol¬ 
ume of over 100 pages with 
hundredsof detailed illustrations. 
A must book for every owner - 
user of this fantastic rifle. 

016.$6.95 


! Tlifee^ ' 



ruu AUTO 


AR-15, UZI & MAC 10 

step by step instructions for converting these popular 
weapons to FliII Auto. Each of the three manuals has com¬ 
plete and concisive instructions for Fldl Auto conversions, 
from the simplicity of replacing parts to the more involved 
altering of existing parts and receiver modifications. The 
step by step procedure is coordinated with a series of 
photographs and illustrations insuring a first time success. 
061, 036 or 010 . . .. $4.95 each - all 3 $14.00 


BILL MOORE publications 


please print clearly 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY 


STATE 


ZIP 
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Odds & End Wipes 



by Peter G. Kokalis ii 



South African army chest webbing as issued 
to special'Operations units. Note North 
Korean selector-lever markings on captured 
AK-47. Photo: Peter G. Kokalis 

S OUTH African Chest Webbing: I re¬ 
cently acquired — from a friend who 
served three years with the Rhodesian se¬ 
curity forces and one year in the South 
African defense force — the most useful, 


well-designed piece of chest webbing to 
come down the pike in a long time. Issued 
to S.A. special-operations units only, it 
has been fabricated from nylon in typical 
South African army chocolate-brown. 

Its 12 pockets feature velcro-fastened 
flaps and hold two grenades, six 30-round 
R4 (South African version of the Israeli 
Gain in 5.56mm NATO) or Kalashnikov 
magazines, a small flare projector, first- 
aid kit, and a Star 9mm pistol with extra 
magazine. The pistol pocket will accom¬ 
modate any number of pistols besides the 
Star, including the M1911A1. 

Ammunition chest pouches which in¬ 
corporate a pistol compartment have 
never been common. A few were made of 
leather by the Chinese and Afghans in the 
early 1900s. 

The American military has made little 
use of chest webbing. An 11-pocket can¬ 
vas fragmentation-grenade carrier was 
manufactured for the U.S. Army between 
1918-1919, intended for use during the 
great offensive of 1919 — which of course 
never occurred. Worn around the neck 
like an apron, it had two ties for the waist 
and chest. 

Like Mexican bandits, Americans have 
always been enamored of bandoliers, such 
as those issued for use with the Springfield 
rifle during the span 1913 - 1936. Without 
regard for tidy battlefields, the U.S. 
disposable-bandolier concept extends 
from the Vietnam War back to the throw¬ 
away bandoliers used in 1900 with the 
.30/40 Krag rifle. 



New Uzi SMG SWAT case, constructed of 


rugged, heavy-duty canvas. Photo: Peter G. 
Kokalis 

ZI Gun Cases: Action Arms Ltd, 
(Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 9573, Phil¬ 
adelphia, PA 19124) is now distributing 
two gun cases, made exclusively for them 
by Kolpin, for the Uzi SMG and semiau¬ 
tomatic carbine. I recommend them 
highly. Both are constructed of rugged, 
heavy-duty, midnight-blue padded canvas 
with a large gold Uzi logo. 

The SMG SWAT case, which is the one 
I own, contains a separate sleeve for the 
16.1-inch semiauto barrel and an exterior 
pocket for three 25- or 32-round maga¬ 
zines. The other case is longer and made 
specifically for the semiauto carbine. In 
addition to three magazines, it will also 
hold the front-sight-adjustment tool and 
the magazine-loading tool. Both the Uzi 
SWAT case and the semiauto carbine case 
cost $34.50 apiece. 

D OC Dater (Automatic Weapons Co., 
Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 1731, 
Socorro, NM 87801 — see “Doc Dater’s 
Deadly Devices,’’ SOF, November ’81) 
has introduced a replacement end cap for 
the MAC/Sionics/RPB Ingram suppres¬ 
sors which has neither rubber nor replace¬ 
able parts. The rubber washers on the 
original MAC-suppressor end caps quick¬ 
ly become ragged enough to deflect the 
bullet in flight, an adversity which has 
plagued MAC-suppressor owners. 

Dater’s MAC-END^'^*, as it is called, 
solves this problem once and for all. The 
MAC-ENDTM has no parts to wear out 
and will last the lifetime of the suppressor 
without maintenance. Replacement of the 
original end-wipe assembly with the 
MAC-ENDTM does not decrease the effi¬ 
ciency of the original suppressor. The 
MAC-ENDTM has a flow-reversing sur¬ 
face machined on its interior which con¬ 
verts the far end of the suppressor into a 
highly efficient exit chamber, similar to 
that found on the excellent suppressed 
Patchett/Sterling Mk5 SMG (L34A1). 
There is even a very slight reduction of 0.4 
dB in the sound level. 

Dater is producing two versions of the 
MAC-ENDTM. The MIO version will fit 
either the MIO or Mil suppressor, while 
the Mil unit operates only on the Mil. 
Installation is simply a matter of un¬ 
screwing the original wipe assembly and 
screwing in the MAC-END^m. jhe price is 
$19.95 postpaid in the United States. 
There are no shipping restrictions world¬ 
wide. 5^ 


Improvement on Perfection! 

A Must For Every UZI User 

FOREGRIP FOR UZI 

A life saver - total control when you need it the most. 
Finest accuracy possible in both Semi or Full-Auto Modes. 



FOLDED ACTION READY 


Very functional, rugged, military design. Perfectly matches 
UZI design style. Provides superior WEAPON CONTROL 
and greatly improves SUPERIOR ACCURACY. 
Simple one-step installation - no tool needed. 

TBP ENTERPRISE 

Marketing Tomorrow's Ideas - Today 

I $34.95 plus $2.00 shipping. p.o.box275 

Check or Money Order. webster, new york uebo 

N.Y. residents add 7% sales tax. 

Dealers’ package available. 
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VIETNAM. . . How? Why? 

THE GRUNTS Charles R. Anderson 


V 



The legacy of Vietnam still haunts us. 

This first-hand account tells the true 
story of one Marine company during a 
58-day operation in the steaming 
jungles of Vietnam — and of the 
apathy, indifference, and hostility the 
survivors faced on their return home. 

It is a powerful account of war in all 
its horror and pain, and of what the 
Vietnam veteran continues to endure 
in peacetime. 

ISBN: 0-89141-003-1 $10.00 

SUMMONS OF THE 

U.S. — Vietnam in Perspective 
Dave Richard Palmer 

How did we get entangled? Why did we 
stay? Palmer traces U.S. involvement 
from the almost innocuous, decade-long 
advisory role into the morass of an 
ever-growing commitment. He writes 
of mistakes, aggression, and brutality 
on both sides, and of lessons that must 
not be lost. The most complete account 
of the American military involvement 
in Vietnam yet published. 

ISBN: 0-89141-041-4 $12.95 

Wrapped in the Wind’s Shawl 

Refugees of Southeast Asia and the Western World 
Scott C. S. Stone and John.McGowan 

Wmpi)a! 


TRUMPET 

■ Suiiiiiions 
of the 
Iruiupet 




The lives of the refugees in 
the camps along the Thai- 
Cambodian border, in 
Hong Kong, and Singapore, 
are presented with eloquence 
— and in very human terms. 

The authors went to Thai¬ 
land to talk with and 
photograph the people. 

ISBN: 0-89141-107-0 $8.95 

SILENCE WAS A WEAPON_ 

Iliellieinini War mile Villige 



StiirtHHcrfiiolDi 


a book . . . that suspends judgment 
and moves compassionately among the Hau 
Nghia villagers, whether Vietcong infd- 
trators. North Vietnamese sympathizers or 
southern fighters on the American side, ” 

—Publishers Weekly 

All the elements of a spy story are here, 
but it is all tragically true — ambush, 
assassination, betrayal. 

As an American advisor in Vietnam 
from February 1971 to August 1972, 
the author’s job was to root out the 
insurgency in the villages and hamlets. The process of turning 
a Communist insurgent into an informer, to get him to “rally” 
to the government of South Vietnam, was delicate 
and dangerous. ISBN: 0-89141-140-2 $15.95 
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A CRITICAL 
ANALYSIS 
OF THE 
VIETNAM WAR 

Harry G. Summara. Jr. 


m 


I u 


FF" 


CAK AN11DOT1D 


ON STRATEGY 

A Critical Analysis of the Vietnam War 
Harry G. Summers, Jr., 

Strategic Studies Institute, USAWC 

*'. . . could be the most important analytical 
military literature produced by a member of 
our A rmed Forces since A If red Thayer 
Mahan wrote his great treatise on sea power, 
almost a cen tury ago,** —A rmor Magazine 

What went wrong in Vietnam? Col. 

Summers’ critical analysis of the mili¬ 
tary as a whole provides a damning 
indictment of America’s professional 
military for its loss of professionalism 
during this tragic period of history. 

Could things have turned out different¬ 
ly for the military, for Vietnam, for 
the United States? Summers says yes and provides cogent, 
hard hitting reasons why. ISBN: 0-89141-156-9 $12.95 

THE VIETNAM FUNNY BOOK 

An Antidote to Insanity 
Tad Foster 

The cartoons are as pointed 
as the war was bitter but 
they have the unmistake- 
able ring of truth. Even 
non-veterans cannot help 
being impressed by this 
visual commentary of the 
fighting man’s experience 
in the insanity of the 
Vietnam War. 

ISBN: 0-89141-149-6 $6.95 


STRATEGY 
FOR DEFEAT 

Vietnam in Retrospect 
Admiral U.S.G. Sharp 

“Strategy for Defeat is the best book I have 
read on that conflict. ** ^San Diego Union 

As Commander-in-Chief Pacific during 
four of the most critical years of the 
Vietnam War, Admiral Sharp was in a 
perfect position to write this hard¬ 
hitting analysis of how America lost 
that war. ISBN: 0-89141-053-8 $12.95 


VIETNAM: The Other War 

Charles R. Anderson 

“In the rear with the beer,” or more 
properly, with the U.S. Marines’ ser¬ 
vice and support troops in Da Nang, 
was where Charles Anderson’s orders 
took him in the late summer of 1968. 

The author describes life in the rear 
echelon — from the refugee shanty town 
(Dogpatch) surrounding the base, to 
the Enlisted Men’s and Officers’ Clubs, 

A side of war seldom, if ever, described. 

ISBN: 0-89141-137-2 $13.95 
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Are there American 
Prisoners of War still alive 
and unaccounted for in 
Southeast Asia? 



Accumulating evidence strongly suggests 
that there are American Prisoners of War 
alive and unaccounted for and who re¬ 
main in captivity. 

There is an urgent need for a full accoun¬ 
ting by all parties regarding information 
pertinent to missing and captive 
American servicemen. 

There have been more than 350 “live- 
sighting reports” of American POWs 
since the Paris Peace Accords were sign¬ 
ed in 1973, but the U.S. government 
has been unable to substantiate any of 
them. Previous administrations have 
been less than candid regarding the 
possibility that American POWs may still 
survive in prison. 

Project Freedom is a non-partisan, non¬ 
profit organization dedicated to the task 
ot finding out, beyond any reasonable 
doubt, the fate of those brave men who 
so nobly risked their lives. 
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Project Freedom’s National Chairman is 
Col. Lewis Millett (USA, Ret.), a Medal 
of Honor recipient; Honorary Chairman 
is Gen. William C. Westmoreland; the 
Executive Committee includes Maj. 
Gen. John K. Singlaub (USA, Ret.), 
Col. Charles W. Scott, the highest-rank¬ 
ing military man among the hostages in 
Iran, and Lt. Col. Robert K. Brown 
(USAR), Project Freedom’s Coordinator 
of Activities in Southeast Asia and 
Publisher of Soldier of Fortune 
Magazine. 

There is much to be done. 

You can help. 

Funds are needed to conduct and sup¬ 
port information-gathering efforts in 
Southeast Asia — projects aimed at 
establishing the truth. 

Please send your help in the form of 
donations to: 

Project Freedom-Special Fund 
c/o Soldier of Fortune 
P.O. Box 693 
Boulder, Colorado 80306 

Make checks payable to: Project 
Freedom-Special Fund. 

Tax-exempt status is pending. All con¬ 
tributions will be given a tax-exempt 
number when this status is approved. 

AUGUST/82 



To: Soldier of Fortune Magazine 
Box 693 

Boulder, Colorado 80306 




Headlines acaposs the coimtiyliave 
toldushowa daring private plan to 
rescue American POWs bom ,^etnam 
was scrapped. 

DV'This e]q>losive new novel reveals vriiat 
could happen if that plan is ever 
carried out. i. n 


_Copies MISSION: M.I.A. @ $12.95 Total 
Colorado residents add 3.5% sales tax 
Shipping/handling $1.40 for first book 

50C each additional copy „ 

□ check □ money order TOTAL „ 

Sirs: Please rush my copy of Mission: M.I.A. 

Name _ 


Address 


MISSION M.I.A. (Missing in Action) is the 
gripping story of five ex-Green Berets who 
suspend their civilian lives and risk death 
to perform a HALO jump rescue mission 
into Vietnam. Their objective? To free 
seven American M.I.A.s—seven men the 
CJ.S. government says no longer exist. 


“MISSION M.I.A. is one of the best 
books 1 have read. It is an eye-opener 
for the American public, containing 
more fact than fiction’.* 

—COLONEL OLA LEE MIZE. U.S. 
Army (Ret.), Congressional Medal of 
Honor winner, former Director of 
Special Forces Schools 


MISSION M.I A. 

a novel by J.C. POLLOCK 


L City/State/Zip 
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EDITORIAL 

Fighting Fools, 
Thinking Cowards 

by Janies Bond Stockdale 


The nation that will insist on drawing a broad line of 
demarcation between the fighting man and the thinking 
man is liable to find its fighting done by fools and its 
thinking done by cowards. 

— Sir William Francis Butler 

W ITH the advent of the All Volunteer Force, 
the armed services entered into a high-rolling 
game of barter and exchange for the cream of this na¬ 
tion's youth, banking on the supposition that they could 
compete with the civilian job market in attracting and 
retaining the highest-caliber talent. 

However, with the military recruitment process now 
underpinned by a marketplace ethic, the true meaning 
of service somehow got left out of the equation. 

That a program that relies on enticements such as 
choice of duty station, delayed entry, the promise of 
specialized training, educational credits and higher 
salaries should automatically accrue those drives that 
have kept this nation for the past 200 years, namely 
“duty, honor and country,” has never tracked. 

The businesslike style of our recruiting has affected 
the outlook and perspective of both potential recruits 
and those already serving; for many, time in the armed 
services is simply another job. The Madison Avenue 
mentality is aiming us toward that bifurcated society of 
fighting fools and thinking cowards. 

Yet history has shown that mercenaries do not win 
wars or maintain deterrence: People committed to their 
country and bound by a common duty do. An injection 
of the non-quantifiable factors that encourage people to 
serve in the military is overdue, regardless of the future 
of the All Volunteer Force. 

Why won’t Unde Sam’s enticement system work? 
Because the application of rational business concepts to 
the profession of arms runs contrary to the nature of 
war; rejects the strong probability of future war; ignores 
the fact that people, not machines or computers, will 
win future wars; and disregards the historic promise of 
freedom on which this nation was founded. 

Adapting the business approach to the military pro¬ 
fession has serious drawbacks — too many in uniform 
have caught the trendy habit of looking out for No. 1, 
of asking, “What’s in it for me?” This type of self- 
centered careerism may be de rigueur on Wall Street but 
is the antithesis of the service ethic. 

W AR is a unique human enterprise that cannot be 
managed on the margin the way bureaucrats 
haggle over budget apportionments. The fact that all 
but 268 years in the past 4,000 have seen this planet en¬ 
during the blight of war is a grim reminder that Vietnam 

26 SOLDIER OF FOllTIJIVE 


was not an inoculation that would free us from future 
conflicts any more than was the “war to end all wars” 
more than a temporary placebo. 

Despite the “Star Wars” technology of our weapons 
systems, the next war will be won by people. Sure, they 
will have very sophisticated arms, computers and the 
like, but I’m confident that there will be many times 
when victory or defeat will rest on the ability of the 
commander on scene to lead, motivate and inspire. 

What our military needs is men and women whose 
sense of duty overrides personal concerns, whose sense 
of honor allows them to make do with less, and whose 
sense of country transcends ethnic or family allegiance. 
Just how can these people be attracted to the military 
when service requires not only meeting standards far 
above those of the common citizenry, but also long 
hours, frequent separation, financial hardship and little 
recognition? 

• First, by telling it like it is. Make it clear that there 
is a very real possibility that there will be combat, 
perhaps in a foreign country with which we have no 
clear ties. People, civilian as well as military, may be 
wounded or killed. 

Moreover, when the chips are down there can be no 
more carrot and stick — no enticements, no perquisites, 
no easy way to opt out. Our warriors must rely on them¬ 
selves and their fellow Americans. Looking out for No. 
1 loses its validity very quickly when everyone is looking 
over the precipice, staring at the bottom of the barrel, 
together. 

• Second, by appealing to that better man or woman 
who lives inside every person. Low-order enticements 
are short-term and cannot match the higher-order com¬ 
mitment to duty and country. Contemplation during my 
years in solitary confinement led me to conclude that a 
good life is one that accumulates high-quality 
memories. 

Can memories of comfort and a workaday life, even a 
workaday life spiced with financial coups, compete with 
memories of bold strokes of service which one knows in 
his gut really mattered in the course of history? For 
what, in his old age, would one trade his lifetime 
memories of uplifting comradeship in times of shared 
danger? 

• Third, by underscoring the historic roots of this 
nation’s freedom. We’ve fought wars around the globe 
in freedom’s name and have paid a terrible price for our 
most fundamental national belief. All must be clear on 
the fact that those in uniform may someday sacrifice 
their lives for this country and the freedom for which it 
stands. 

T he long-term health of our nation depends to 
a great extent on the ability of our armed forces! 
Those in uniform are the ones who guard the passes and 
protect the ramparts. Let’s not stoop to marketplace 
tactics to man our ranks. We owe to those who will don 
American military uniforms the untainted pride of ser¬ 
vice to their nation and the respect of a thankful 
citizenry. 

Vice Adm, James Bond Stockdale (USN, Ret.}, now a 
senior research fellow at Stanford's Hoover Institution, was 
the senior Navy prisoner of war for seven years in North Viet¬ 
nam and has been awarded the Medal of Honor. Reprinted 
with permission from the Los Angeles Times. ^ 
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SANDINISTAS 

LOSING 

GROUND 

SOF Exclusive Interview 
with Nicaraguan 
Freedom Fighter 


by Robert K. Brown 

J UAN Carlos is a very important man, 
though not every American knows 
who he is: Juan Carlos leads one of the 
groups of native Nicaraguans who f ight 
the oppressive Sandinista government, 
(See '*A Day with the Jackals/* SOF, 
September *81.) 

/ met him in Miami a few months ago 
to find out what he has to say to me ... 
and to you. 

SOF: How are things in Nicaragua? 
JUAN CARLOS: Every day it’s better 
for us, worse for them. People are more 
vociferous in attacking the Sandinistas. 
They’re not scared any more; 90 percent 
of the people are against the Sandinistas 

- Some Sandinistas have defected. 

There are reports that some of the 
heavies have their bags packed in case 
the situation deteriorates dramatically. 
SOF: Why are the Sandinistas losing 
public support? 

JUAN CARLOS: The Sandinistas have 
done nothing for the country; the only 
thing they have done is to install com¬ 
munists in positions of power. Food 
prices are 400 to 500 percent higher. 
They now have ration cards like they do 
in Cuba. There’s no sugar, no salt. All 
the salt is being exported. Cuba is receiv¬ 
ing what is left of Nicaraguan produc¬ 
tion. Cuba has taken all the cattle, 
vegetables, rice, coffee and fish in pay¬ 
ment for arms. 

I have recently received a letter from 
55 ex-guardsmen — officers who are 
now in Venezuela — who have offered 
to serve under my command. Some San¬ 
dinista defectors are ready to fight 
against the Sandinistas. There are ap¬ 
proximately 500 men in the north next to 
the Honduran border. I have contacts 
with many Sandinistas in the north and 
as soon as we enter with significant 
forces they will join us. 

SOF: How many men do you have oper¬ 
ating against the Sandinistas? 

JUAN CARLOS: There are 90 men in 
three groups: one of 24, one of 30 and 
one of 36 men. 


SOF: How long have they been there? 
JUAN CARLOS: They go in 15 to 20 
days and come back out when they can’t 
capture sufficient supplies or when 
they’re out of ammunition. 

SOF: What is their mission? 

JUAN CARLOS: There are two key 
missions: harassment of the Sandinista 
forces and capturing ammunition. 

SOF: What is the attitude of the 


ABOUT JUAN CARLOS 

Juan Carlos is the leader of the Na¬ 
tional Liberation Army of Nica¬ 
ragua. This former match-factory 
owner commands the loyalty of 
roughly 2,000 Nicaraguan exiles and 
an indeterminate number of Nicara¬ 
guans still inside the country. 

Carlos* group is not the only small 
army fighting the new tyrants of Nic¬ 
aragua; the National Liberation Ar¬ 
my is in occasional cooperation or 
competition with the Nicaraguan 
Democratic Union, the Somosista 
15th of September group and several 
smaller groups. 

Resistance to the government of 
Nicaragua is pandemic in the coun¬ 
try, but poverty does not permit ade¬ 
quate supply for the freedom fight¬ 
ers. In spite of this, brush-fire battles 
flare in the back-country and guer¬ 
rillas evaporate into the hot jungle air 
before government fprces can con¬ 
centrate. Patrols are ambushed, 
roads booby-trapped, supply trucks 
looted and sentries disappear. A few 
months ago three bridges in the area 
of Ocotal were blown to further hob¬ 
ble government forces in their efforts 
to control widespread resistance. 

Note that Juan Carlos has about 
2,000 men, but can only field 90 of 
them for cross-border operations. 
More want to go, but they don’t have 
guns to shoot or boots to get them 
there. —R,K.B. 


peasants toward the Sandinistas? 

JUAN CARLOS: They oppose them. In 
the past the farmer had his own piece of 
land and was usually left alone by the 
government. Now this is not the case. 

The Sandinistas are confiscating the 
farmers’ crops and livestock. For in¬ 
stance: If the farmer has 25 chickens the 
Sandinistas will say he needs only five 
chickens and they will take the remain¬ 
der. Of if he has planted three acres of 
bananas the Sandinistas will give him a 
quota of bananas he must contribute to 
the state. 

SOF: When did you start operating with 
just three teams? 

JUAN CARLOS: Approximately four 
months ago. 

SOF: How many casualties have been in¬ 
flicted on the Sandinistas? 

JUAN CARLOS: Between 220 and 230 
KIA [killed in action]. 

SOF: What do you need to be more ef¬ 
fective? 

JUAN CARLOS: Money and arms. 
SOF: How do you finance your oper¬ 
ations? 

JUAN CARLOS: It’s very difficult. 
SOF: Have you tried to get help from 
the United States? 

JUAN CARLOS: We are trying to make 
the necessary contacts to solicit help. 
SOF: Why is that so difficult? 

JUAN CARLOS: I don’t know why 
they haven’t contacted me. I have talked 
to various representatives of the U.S. 
government but they have never gotten 
back to me. I assume that the U.S. 
government is aware of the fact that we 
are fighting. 

We fight not only to liberate Nicara¬ 
gua but to preclude Central America’s 
falling under communist control. If 
Central America goes, Mexico will go 
next. Do you Americans eventually want 
to fight the communists in Houston? 
SOF: Will you accept advisers? 

JUAN CARLOS: We’ll accept help 
from anyone who wants to see Centr^ 
America liberated. 

SOF: Are you able to pay volunteers 
either wages or expenses? 

JUAN CARLOS: Unfortunately, no. 
The individual would have to pay his 
own way. However, any volunteer 
would always be welcome, 

SOF: Do you still need more uniforms 
and boots? 

JUAN CARLOS: Si! 

SOF: How many? 

JUAN CARLOS: I’ll tell you when to 
stop sending them. 

Although recruitment in the United 
States is not possible, any one wanting 
information about the Nicaraguan Free¬ 
dom Fighters can contact Soldier of For¬ 
tune Magazine, P.O. Box 693, Boulder, 
CO 80306. Furthermore, we will for¬ 
ward any questions, answers or fan mail 
we get to Juan Carlos. ^ 
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SOG COMBAT IN 
CAMBODIA 



Under the Gun 
At Tango Five-One 

by Randy Harrison 


T ango five-one had a very nasty 
reputation. 

Two previous tries had sent recon 
teams (RTs) under the control of 
MACVSOG’s Command and Control 
South (CCS) to attempt to penetrate the 
North Vietnamese-occupied area of 
Cambodia before 26 November 1968, 
the day on which our mission began. 

Each attempt had ended in a frantic 
scramble to extract the team under con¬ 
centrated heavy-weapons fire coming 
from the many prepared weapons posi¬ 
tions which pocked the NVA’s base 
camps like pimples on a teenager. That 
experience preyed on our minds as the 
UH-lFs of the U.S. Air Force Green 
Hornets ferried us from our base in Ban 
Me Thout out to the launch site at the 
Due Co Special Forces camp. 

That general sense of foreboding was 
enforced immediately after we landed on 
the PSP and red clay runway. The 
launch-site commander and my personal 
friend, 1st Lt. Frank Lambert, glumly 
greeted us, his general good humor 
destroyed by the 200-plus-round mortar 
barrage that had slammed into the ex¬ 
posed camp the night before, killing two 
of his men. 

Our conversation was interrupted by 
the squawking of forward air controller 
(FAC) Maj. Charles E. Anonsen, al¬ 
ready flying over teams deployed in 
Cambodia. He was calling for a scram¬ 
ble of the slicks and guns. RT Kansas — 
one of the TDY (temporary tour of du¬ 
ty) teams from the First Special Forces 
Group in Okinawa — had gotten into 
heavy contact and already had one team 
member severely wounded. 

Forty minutes later the choppers re¬ 
turned to the strip at Due Co with the 
tattered team. Both Americans were all 
right but their interpreter had taken an 
AK round through the groin and was in 
shock. His blood soaked the Huey cabin 


floor and covered the two Americans 
who had been working frantically on 
him. One of our medics jumped on 
board to help them, and the Huey left 
for the hospital at Pleiku. 

On this particular morning I was go¬ 
ing to be inserted into Tango 51 with one 
of the best teams operating out of CCS 
at that time. It was commanded by Staff 
Sgt. Ancil Franks. His one-one (assis¬ 
tant team leader) was Sgt. John Hughes. 
Both were seasoned veterans of cross- 
border operations but there was one 
thing in particular that set their RT apart 
from all the rest. 

Despite the fact that Franks’ team had 
been operating for months in the same 
areas and on many of the same targets as 
the rest of the teams in Recon, Franks 
and Hughes had yet to get in a real, gen¬ 
uine, knock-down—drag-out, ass-kick¬ 
ing contest with the NVA. Of course, 
from my point of view as company com¬ 
mander, that was just fine. Our mission 
was to perform reconnaissance and the 
more frequently we could get in, observe 
the target and get out without any has¬ 
sle, the better. 

Franks didn’t really mind the lack of 
contact all that much either, but he did 
admit on more than one occasion that 
the nickname “Dryhole” was starting to 
chafe him a little. 

The mission for Franks* team was 
penetration of a target area 20 kilo¬ 
meters west of the Cambodian-Viet- 
namese border almost due west of the 
Due Co Special Forces camp which we 
would use as a launch site. The Tonle 
San River was our specific target. Saigon 
wanted to know if the NVA were using 
the watercourse as a supply artery since 
it flowed conveniently south and ap¬ 
peared to be both broad and deep 
enough to sustain large barges. 

By the time the Green Hornets reas¬ 
sembled and refueled it was mid-morn¬ 


ing. We held our final briefing on the 
Due Co strip, piled into our slick com¬ 
manded by 1st Lt. James Fleming and 
headed west toward our target. 

The insertion went well. We settled in¬ 
to our primary choice of landing zone 
and cleared the chopper in good time, 
getting to our assembly point and mov¬ 
ing into the thick undergrowth about 
100 yards. We stopped and listened. 
There is no way to describe the sepul¬ 
chral silence that blankets the jungle 
after a helicopter drops you off. 

Our commo check with the FAC pro¬ 
duced no problem so we stayed in posi¬ 
tion until we received the code-word 
from the FAC that a phoney insertion 
had been completed on a clearing we 
selected for the purpose about 15 klicks 
away. 

I was satisfied with the way Franks 
moved his team. His Rhade tribe Mon- 
tagnard team members were experienced 
men who had been doing this for years 
with one Special Forces outfit or an¬ 
other, and the ’Yards on Franks’ team 
had been together as a unit for more 
than five years. 

The point stayed between five and 15 
yards ahead of us, depending on the 
thickness of the vegetation. Next came 
Franks, then me, then two ’Yards, 
Hughes and the tail gunner who trailed 
us by no more than 10 yards. E Ton Bal, 
the Montagnards’ leader, a small man 
whom we affectionately called Tony 
Ball, was next to Franks. The tail gunner 
was the grenadier. 

The team had been thoroughly re¬ 
hearsed in immediate reaction drills and 
carried their weapons covering a 
360-degree zone around the team. 

Movement procedures called for what 
amounted to an adaptation of the old 
Rogers’ Rangers rules: Never move 
straight to the target; zigzag as much as 
terrain, time, food and water allow. 

Take frequent, irregularly spaced lis¬ 
tening breaks. This is particularly impor¬ 
tant in heavy undergrowth where the on¬ 
ly means of locomotion is crawling. If 
you are being followed or shadowed, it 
is impossible for your adversary to move 
without making noise as well, and you 
soon learn to tell the difference between 
a human and an animal breaking brush. 

We carefully avoided ridgelines and 
the crests of the ravines that led to the 
river, and after an hour and a quarter, 
we came out on the target. Now we had 
to find a suitable site for a 10-day stay. 
Most CCS missions were designed for 
five days’ duration. The exception was a 
point observation where the stationary 
nature of the assignment allowed for 
carrying more food and water. 

After another hour of moving up to 
and away from the river bank, we lo¬ 
cated an ideal site; a large, semicircular 
area about 150 meters in radius in which 
the undergrowth was mainly knee-high, 
waxy-leafed plants covering the floor 
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beneath 200-foot-high hardwood trees 
that formed a solid canopy above us* 

The bank sloped down to the river in 
such a way that the entire team could 
live in the five-yard-wide area between 
the river and the clearing beyond. Most 
important was the fact that because of 
the drop in the bank we could not be 
seen from the land side and screening 
vegetation made it difficult for us to be 
seen from the river. 

While I worked up our sitrep, Franks 
and Tony Ball masterfully deployed the 
claymores. After Hughes contacted the 
FAC and sent the report, we settled in 
for what we all hoped would be an un¬ 
eventful stay. 

It wasn’t. 

Within minutes, Tony scrambled 
down to us from his vantage point: 
“VC. Many VC moving beside us.” 

Franks and I got up to the rim of the 
bank in time to see the last of the NVA 
regulars disappear into the tree line, 
weapon slung over his shoulder. We 
heard them talking. 

They had passed within 20 yards of us 
and evidently were unaware of our 
presence. Since such occurrences were 
not at all uncommon for our teams, we 
decided to stay put. 

Less than 30 minutes later, however, 
the situation changed permanently when 
Tony again caught our attention with his 
signalling. Before he finished his warn¬ 
ing, the grenadier fired and hit one of 
the NVA in the chest with his M79 
round, its muffled “whumpf” reverber¬ 
ating in the cathedral-like grove. The 
NVA it hit disintegrated in the blast of 
dirty grey smoke. 

Three crouching NVA spaced 10 
meters apart had emerged line-abreast 
from the tree line, walking straight to¬ 
ward us, weapons ready. There was no 
doubt that they were looking for us and 
now we had a full-scale contact on our 
hands. So much for Franks’ nickname 
of “Dryhole.” 

The rattle of small-arms fire erupted 
as two more NVA made the unusual 
mistake of exposing themselves. They 
broke cover from the woodline and ran 
toward us and the cover provided by in¬ 
tervening tree trunks. Franks and I shot 
at the one on the left and dropped him 
before he had gone 10 feet. The other 
made it behind a tree. 

Tony scrambled over to us, giggling 
out loud. Back at base, Tony drank too 
much, was in fact an alcoholic, but even 
for him, cracking up in the middle of a 
fire fight was a bit much. 

“What the fuck are you laughing at, 
Tony?” I asked. 

“He stan’in’ on a claymore. He 
stan’in’ on a claymore,” Tony replied. 

“Well, squeeze that mother off,’ 
Franks yelled. 

The unfortunate NVA had taken 
cover behind a tree that Tony had used 
as a claymore site. Its broad base pro¬ 


tected us from the mine’s vicious back- 
blast. We ducked as Tony squeezed the 
charger. The explosion was painful to 
the ears in the echo-chamber vastness of 
the grove but it was followed by im¬ 
mediate, total silence. We quickly raised 
our heads enough to see something plop 
heavily down in front of us midway be¬ 
tween us and the woodline. It was a leg. 

“I’d like to run out there and see if I 
can pick up any documents off those we 
got so far,” Franks said. I nodded and 
he scurried out to the dead, searching 
them quickly and returning with a weap¬ 
on and a fistful of papers. On examina¬ 
tion they turned out to be letters, pay 
records and personal correspondence. 

The hiatus created by the claymore 
was brief. Ragged automatic-weapons 
fire coming from several points on the 
landside rapidly grew in volume and 
sources until communicating with the 
FAC was getting hard as hell. 


I Crawled Back As 
Franks Yelled: 
“Get Down!” 


We had already called for gunship 
support and an exfil but Anonsen said 
he couldn’t be sure of our exact location 
under the towering trees. To complicate 
matters even more, a smoke grenade, the 
usual position marker, wouldn’t do the 
trick this time because it would be too 
filtered by the canopy. We decided that 
flashing a mirror or panel through one 
of the breaks in the canopy would be the 
only chance. 

I crawled out to approximately 15 
yards in front of the team and lay on my 
back. It took about three minutes for 
Anonsen to get a fix on me; then I 
crawled back under covering fire from 
the team. I had to repeat the process 
twice more within the next hour and 
each time enemy fire got worse. The 
third trip got hairy since they knew ex¬ 
actly where I was going. I noticed with 
relief that when I was on my back, none 
of the enemy fire seemed lower than two 
feet off the ground. 

As I approached the team’s position 
after the last foray, Franks yelled at me 
to turn around and get down. Two NVA 
were running toward me. They were par¬ 
tially screened from the team by the 
trees. I opened fire on both of them as 
they ran side by side without their 
weapons in firing position. They did not 
make the trees. 

The arrival of the gunships was a 
wonderful sight. 

Each of the UH-lFs carried two door- 
mounted 7.62mm miniguns that had 
variable rates of fire and rocket pods full 


of 2.75-inch rockets. They brought their 
solid streams of scarlet tracers within 30 
meters of us on pass after pass which 
they made parallel to the river. 

The enemy fire had been automatic 
small arms coming from only in front of 
us, but after the fourth or fifth gunship 
pass, we began taking heavy auto-weap¬ 
ons fire from across the river. That made 
our position untenable since we had no 
solid cover to shield us from the 12.7mm 
fire lacing our site. 

We couldn’t stay any longer. The 
FAC notified us that about 30 meters 
north of our location there was a tiny 
clearing just large enough for Fleming to 
touch down the skids on the bank and 
hang his tail boom out over the river. 
That was it. 

We prepared to make a run for it as 
Fleming made a hair-raising approach 
up the river behind us. He swooped up 
over the bank into the designated clear¬ 
ing, but as we started to move, the 
woodline in front of us literally erupted. 
Although no one got hit, we obviously 
couldn’t get through that kind of fire. 

Fleming backed his bird out over the 
river and hauled ass out of the area. 

The gunships returned, this time 
pressing the attack, knowing that 
dwindling daylight, fuel and ammuni¬ 
tion were working against us all. The 
gun piloted by Capt. David Miller took a 
stitching of 12.7mm rounds and his oil- 
pressure light came on. Despite that, 
Miller made two more passes over us 
before he took more hits. He autoro- 
tated down a couple of klicks away and 
was immediately picked up by a slick. 

This meant only three guns and two 
slicks were left. Because of the classified 
cross-border nature of the operation, we 
were allowed to use only the Green 
Hornets. If we couldn’t extract ourselves 
with our own organic assets, well.... 

I looked across the river. “How many 
of you can swim?” I asked the ’Yards. 
Only two could. “Franks, Hughes, 
we’re going to have to swim for it after 
dark. One at a time. Get ready to drain 
your canteens and pass them to the guys 
who can’t swim to help them float,” I 
said. 

In the middle of all this, I remembered 
that I had a ruck full of candy bars that I 
had scrounged and that I would have to 
leave behind if we swam for it. As I was 
digging for more ammo, I grabbed as 
many candy bars as I could reach and 
hurled them into the river. 

“If we get waxed I don’t want those 
bastards celebrating with my goddamn 
Baby Ruths,” I thought. 

Anonsen came on and told us there 
would be one more attempt at exfil. I 
was tempted to tell him to forget it as we 
were already down so many birds and 
had other teams on the ground ... but I 
didn’t. I wanted out of there too badly. 

I told the team that when I gave the 
Continued on page 64 
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FIREARMS TRAiriinG 
IW THE U.S.S.R. 


Soviet Marksmanship 
From Cradle to Coffin 


by David C. Isby 



W HILE the most visible manifesta¬ 
tions of Soviet power — missiles, 
bombers, tanks — receive most of the 
West’s attention, the Soviets have not 
made the mistake of neglecting their 
power’s foundation — men with rifles. 
Weapons training in the Soviet armed 
forces is different in form and aim from 
that in its U.S. counterpart, but it is an 
effective, well-thought-out system. 

Civilian weapons training is con¬ 
sidered important enough for the Soviet 
Union to expend a considerable amount 
of money and ammunition, but this does 
not guarantee effectiveness. As well as 
having obvious military value, these 
popular programs make a powerful con- 
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Soviet boy scouts — Pioneers — with 
wooden rifles guard local communist 
memorial in dual-purpose exercise in arms 
familiarization and loyalty to state. Photo: 
V. M. Martinova 

tribution to the militarization of Soviet 
society as a whole. This is not propagan¬ 
da or a Stalinist hangover, but modern 
policy fully implemented by 1967 and, in 
the words of Col. William F. Scott, 
former air attache in Moscow, ‘‘What¬ 
ever the reasons, a major program to 
make the Soviet Union a nation trained 
in arms did begin in this period, with the 
military indoctrination of the very young 
starting almost in the cradle.” 


Civilian marksmanship training for 
the Soviet citizen begins with the Pio¬ 
neers. This Communist Party-supported 
organization is for boys and girls be¬ 
tween 8 and 15. While sharing much 
with Western Boy or Girl Scouts it also 
gives military training and political 
education. Pioneers learn to recognize 
Soviet military ranks and are taught 
military courtesy and drill, using 
wooden rifles at first. Pioneers then 
practice with .22-caliber rifles on both 
indoor and outdoor ranges. They also 
throw grenades. 

Most Soviet civilian weapons training 
is carried out under the auspices of 
DOSAAF — The Volunteer Society for 
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Bewhiskered, bemcdalled instructor directs training Cooperation with the Army, Aviation 
operations for wooden-riHe-armed Young and the Fleet. Although under the au- 

Pioneers. He is no,, despite appearance. Orthodox f Communist Party rather 

priest but WWII vet. Photo: U.S. Army 



ABOVE: Grimly pleased instructor directs BELOW: Instructors check civilian 
young Pioneers in target practice with peep- riflewoman’s scope with heavy-barreled 
sighted .22 rifles. Photo: V, M. Martinova bolt-action target rifle at GTO 

marksmanship training. Photo: V. M. 
Martinova 



than the Ministry of Defense, DOSAAF 
is commanded by a full general of the 
army. Its staff includes many active-duty 
officers, supplementing retired officers 
and civilian staff. Every secondary 
school in the Soviet Union is required to 
have a DOSAAF unit under the 1967 
Military Service law, as Soviet citizens 
are supposed to undergo basic training 
— including marksmanship — while still 
at secondary school and to be ready 
when drafted to take their place in the 
ranks. AU students must join DOSAAF. 

The result is somewhat less imposing 
in reality. DOSAAF has been criticized 
as being inefficient and bureaucratic 
even by Soviet standards. Facilities vary 
from excellent to inadequate, being 
especially poor or nonexistent in the 
rural and Asian areas of the USSR. Only 
the strategic rocket forces and airborne 
forces — which have top priority in 
manpower — can claim that all their 
draftees have complete preinduction 
training through DOSAAF. Indeed, half 
of all draftees going to the airborne 
forces in the early 1970s were jump- 
qualified in DOSAAF. 

In DOSAAF, weapons instruction is 
military standard, although the rifles 
used are primarily SKSs and AK-47s. 
DOSAAF weapons training goes far be¬ 
yond the rifle and grenade practice of 
the Pioneers; machine guns, mortars 
and artillery are also covered. Temk, 
armored-vehicle, and truck-driving and 
maintenance courses are also offered by 
DOSAAF. Graduates of specialized- 
weapons courses can become armorers, 
snipers or sergeants specializing in 
weapons training upon induction. 

DOSAAF also holds games and com¬ 
petitions in military skills, which serve 
the' same purpose as the U.S, Army 
ARTEPs and test training effectiveness. 
The culmination of each training year is 
the Orlenok games, a “military-sport 
Olympiad” in which target and sim¬ 
ulated combat shooting of all infantry 
weapons is a popular contest. Such 
games are held throughout the USSR 
and their total of seven million par¬ 
ticipants give evidence of the near¬ 
universality of Soviet civilian weapons 
training. 

DOSAAF units are often closely 
linked with the Civil Defense troops, 
and contribute to combat readiness of 
Soviet reserves. Reservists are vital to the 
vast Soviet army; in peacetime many di¬ 
visions are under 50-percent strength 
and must be fleshed out by reservists on 
mobilization. After a Soviet soldier fin¬ 
ishes his two-year active service, he still 
has a reserve obligation of 30 years’ ser¬ 
vice. He is usually drafted at age 18, dis¬ 
charged at age 20, and in the reserves to 
age 50. Reservists will normally be caJJfd 
up for four three-month tours during 
their first 15 years, two two-month tours 
in their 15th through 25th years, and one 
tour of one month in the last five years 
in the reserve. 
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SOVIET SMALL ARMS 

Last year SOF received the follow¬ 
ing letter. We sent it to Peter G, 
Kokalis, our automatic-weapons 
editor, for comment. We hereby 
print letter and response, because the 
theories offered are of public in¬ 
terest. — The Eds. 

American Rifleman has published 
“Russia’s New .22,” in which the 
new Russian AKS-74 rifle and car¬ 
tridge are found to be “a mere exten¬ 
sion of the logical course of small- 
arms development.” I believe it to be 
more than that. 

The Soviet Union is not a wealthy 
country, either in money or tech¬ 
nology; therefore, its military pro¬ 
ducts tend to be simple to the point 
of crudity: bulky, heavy and not 
always safe for the user. Yet they are 
rugged, easily manufactured in quan¬ 
tity from non-strategic materials, and 
extremely reliable under harsh field 
conditions. Its designers also are not 
hampered by the “Not Invented 
Here” syndrome that plagues us, and 
consequently are not above stealing 
other nations’ designs if they find 
them suitable. Finally, the Russians 
seem to design weapons and equip¬ 
ment to do one or at most two jobs, 
unlike our multi-mission designs. 

When Ml6s were captured in Viet¬ 
nam, the Russians evaluated them 
and decided to have one of their own, 
but lacked the technology to copy 
and mass-produce the M16 in quanti¬ 
ty — or perhaps found the M16 itself 
an undesirable weapon. So, instead 
of trying to engineer a brand-new ri¬ 
fle and cartridge from scratch, they 
made do with the designs they had 
available. The AK-47 is legendary 
throughout the world for its simplici¬ 
ty, ruggedness and reliability, so they 
kept its basic design and updated and 
improved it. They installed the now- 
famous muzzle brake which forces 
the muzzle down during firing, and 
introduced rifling that would resist 
fouling and wear less. 

The first time 1 saw a photograph 
of the 5.45mm cartridge, 1 thought it 
was a .50-caliber machine-gun round 
until I saw an Ml6 round beside it. 
Again, the Russians may have found 
the 5.56 round too difficult or simply 
not desirable enough to copy — it 
uses expensive brass, bronze and 
lead, and they may have not been 
able to copy our propellant. Again 
they used what they had. 

Here is where I may be way off- 
base: Our .50-caliber machine-gun 
round is a sound, proven design as is, 
so the Russians simply took it and 
made a smaller version. To make the 
cartridge case and bullet, they used 
mild steel, giving the bullet a copper 


wash, saving copper and copper 
alloys. Instead of developing a 
“super propellant,” they used what 
they already had in quantity. To 
make the bullet, they used cheap 
mild-steel slugs which could simply 
be dropped or pressed into the 
preformed jacket with just enough of 
the more expensive lead to hold it in 
place — either end first, at that — 
and the open base of the jacket then 
swaged shut. 

The AK-74 is not a “super¬ 
weapon,” and never was intended or 
represented to be one. The M16 can 
be used as an assault rifle, a courier’s 
weapon, or — when fitted with a 
scope — a sniping rifle within the 
limits of its round. The AK-74, on 
the other hand, if descriptions of its 
accuracy are any indication, cannot 
be used to snipe; it has less accuracy 
and too short a range. The cartridge 



Reverence to violence as implement of state: 
Soviet border trooper kisses AKM. Photo 
V. M, Martinova 


fires a lighter, slower-moving bullet 
than the 5.56 round, and the tests 
described by the NRA indicate that it 
has considerably less penetrating 
power. So, what is the AK-74, then? 

The AK-74 is an infantryman’s as¬ 
sault rifle. Period. It is designed to be 
durable and reliable under the hard¬ 
est combat conditions, simple for the 
Soviet soldier to handle, field-strip 
and clean even under pressure. It is 
not a target rifle and does not need to 
be: Its accuracy is adequate for the 
relatively close ranges of combat, and 
it does not need to pierce armor to 
seriously wound an opponent. Strik¬ 
ing an arm or leg, its tumbling bullet 
will mangle the limb and take the 
enemy out of the fight immediately; 
the injury will necessitate a prolonged 
stay in the hospital which will in turn 
place a drain on the opposition’s 
logistics. This is all the Russians 
designed and intended the AK-74 to 
do. Westerners may say that the new 
rifle is inferior to the M16, but I 
believe that the Russians have 
achieved an outstanding engineering 
feat, and at considerably less cost and 
material than a comparable feat 
would have cost us. 


Do not misunderstand me. I am 
not saying that the Soviet system is 
superior to our own — quite the 
reverse. But I do say: Face facts. The 
Russians use only as much quality 
control as they absolutely need to ac¬ 
complish the task set them and in 
spite of monetary and technological 
shortfalls they usually accomplish 
that task. 

Sincerely. 

D.W. Reiley 
USCG Support Center 
Kodiak, Alaska 


Peter G. Kokalis replies: 

D. W. Reiley's letter is intelligent 
and thought-provoking. Soviet weap¬ 
on systems have been characterized 
by simple, but efficient designs with 
little effort expended on cosmetics. 
And they certainly should never be 
underestimated. 

However, I must take exception 
with his contention that we are 
plagtied by the “No/ Invented Here” 
syndrome. The new squad automatic, 
the XM 249, is, of course, the FN 
Minimi and the new Abrams main 
battle tanks and the Infantry Fighting 
Vehicle are equipped with the M240 
general-purpose machine gun, which 
is the well-known FN MAG. Our cur¬ 
rent general-purpose machine gun 
(GPMG), the M60, employs several 
design features taken from the Ger¬ 
man WWII MG 42 and FG 42 ma¬ 
chine guns. Many other examples of 
foreign design influence could be 
cited, dating back to the 30-40 Krag 
which entered U. S. military service in 
1892 and was a somewhat improved 
version of the Danish Krag-Jorgen¬ 
sen Model 1889. 

Furthermore, Reiley's hypothesis 
that the new 5.45mm cartridge is a 
scaled-down version of the 12.7x- 
I08mm Soviet round is not correct. 
There are a number of reasons for 
this, the most salient of which is the 
much steeper shoulder angle on the 
5.45mm case, a design feature ob¬ 
viously intended to increase the pow¬ 
der capacity of the case. 

Finally, steel is cheaper to buy but 
not to manufacture than brass. Steel 
requires more draws, more anneals 
and more normalizing^ Brass is there¬ 
fore a much better ""buy” in the 
munitions industry. However, the 
important consideration is always 
what domestic materials are available 
in the greatest quantity for manufac¬ 
turers to utilize. Steel cases require a 
greater expenditure of tungsten car¬ 
bide tooling than does the use of 
brass. The Com Bloc countries pos¬ 
sess the world's largest reserves of the 
rare earth minerals used in the manu¬ 
facture of tungsten carbide tooling. 
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Russian IPSC: USSR right to bear arms 
does mean right to join army. Para unit 
armed with 7.62mm AKMs takes burning 
ruin in exercise imitating house-to-house 
combat in European cities. Photo; V. M. 
Martinova 


DOSAAF is the main component of a 
larger group; the GTO, the All-Union 
Sports-Technical Complex Ready for 
Labor and Defense of the USSR. By us¬ 
ing DOSAAF, factory. Communist Par¬ 
ty and other facilities, GTO’s reserve of¬ 
ficers and NCOS instruct civilians and 


reservists in marksmanship. Rifle, para¬ 
chute and radio use and repair are 
taught and practiced. Even though this 
is a voluntary activity, there is no short¬ 
age of participants in GTO activities, 
since Soviet citizens can often claim time 
off from their jobs or at least from the 
“volunteer” labor that takes up much of 
their time. 

One drawback to Soviet civilian weap¬ 
ons training is the multiplicity of groups 
involved. The Army, the Communist 
Party, the Ministry of Defense, the 
Military Civil Defense, the Military Civil 
Defense Troops, the Pioneers, 


DOSAAF and GTO all forrn a web of 
red tape. This is typical Soviet practice 

— the formation of redundant organiza¬ 
tions prevents any centralization of 
power outside the highest circles of 
government and creates a system of 
checks and balances. 

Every six months, every Soviet Army 
unit sends home those soldiers who have 
completed their two years’ service and 
receives an equal number of draftees as 
replacements. When they arrive at their 
unit, they will have been in the army for 
about one month of processing, classifi¬ 
cation and basic instruction. Each batch 
will include both experienced DOSAAF- 
trained riflemen and those who know lit¬ 
tle about firearms. “B^sic” takes until 
the end of the six-month training cycle, 
starting in each unit with the arrival of 
replacements, before these men can be 
considered fully combat-ready. 

Initial weapons training is by lecture 

— on basic principles, nomenclature and 
safety procedures. This is followed by 
hands-on training of assembly and dis¬ 
assembly, firing positions, trigger 
squeeze and range estimation. Great em¬ 
phasis is placed on ensuring that each 
soldier knows how to zero his rifle’s 
sights; and it is stressed that a soldier 
without a zeroed rifle is a liability to his 
comrades in battle. All these skills are 
taught in platoon-size groups, usually 
outdoors, and using standard service 
rifles — 7.62mm AKMs or 5.45mm 
AK-74s for the motorized rifle units, 
7.62mm AKMs for other divisions. Only 
after extensive dry-firing and oral spot 
quizzes by the training NCOs is a group 
allowed on the range for live firing. 

The first live firing is against man- 
sized stationary targets at 200 meters. 
This usually yields good results, main¬ 
taining trainee enthusiasm; smaller tar¬ 
gets at longer (though still known) 
ranges and moving targets are gradually 
introduced. When the group has quali¬ 
fied on these targets, it then moves on to 
the more advanced “combat” ranges. 
There, the soldier must quickly engage a 
variety of moving, stationary, pop and 
rapidly appearing and disappearing 
targets at unknown ranges. Targets are 
to be engaged with short bursts of auto¬ 
matic fire — not semiautomatic fire as in 
the U.S. Army — fired from the shoul¬ 
der. Other ranges include “combat 
trails” and obstacles that must be sur¬ 
mounted while firing on ranges similar 
to the U.S. “quick-kill” or “jungle- 
land” ones introduced during the Viet¬ 
nam War. 

Motorized rifle troops (the Soviet 
equivalent of U.S. mechanized infan¬ 
try), after qualifying on the combat 
range, move on to learn how to fire from 
BMP infantry fighting vehicles or from 
armored personnel carriers. Most of the 
actual firing instruction takes place from 
wooden mock ups, many of which are 
Continued on page 74 
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SOF 

SHAPE-UP 

Prepare & Practice 
For Fighting Trim 

by Alexander M.S. McColl 


S OLDIER of Fortune Magazine 
flaunts the subtitle, “Journal of 
Professional Adventurers.” All the pro¬ 
files and surveys of the readership in¬ 
dicate that our readers include a very 
high percentage of former SOG soldiers, 
Marines, paratroopers, active-duty mili¬ 
tary, law enforcement officers and 
others who occasionally deal in violence 
as professionals. We live in a world 
where proficiency with rifle, pistol, shot¬ 
gun and other weapons, individual and 
small-unit tactics, and other combat 
skills are what it takes to stay alive and 
get the job done. Over the years SOF has 
brought you the best information any¬ 
one could get on all these subjects. 

But it^s not enough to be a crack 
combat-pistol shooter, parachutist, ex¬ 
pert in scouting and patrolling, and so 
on unless you’re, also in physical shape 
to go out and do it and go on doing it as 
long as necessary. If you can knock out 
30 push-ups, 50 sit-ups and then run 
three or four miles at something better 
than an “airborne shuffle,” you can 
stop reading right now and go on to the 


next article. If you can’t, you’re overdue 
for setting up a program to get yourself 
into shape. 

And here are the basic steps: 

• First, the state of mind. Only you 
can do this, and there’s very little help 
you can get from mechanical gadgets. 
It’s a matter of patience, persistence, 
self-discipline and other boring but nec¬ 
essary virtues. You don’t make an ath¬ 
lete in one workout, and the only place 
to start is where you are. Don’t try to go 
too far too fast, and be wary of setting 
yourself unreasonable goals. 

• Second, get a thorough medical 
checkup, including an electrocar¬ 
diogram (EKG). If you drop dead with a 
heart attack the first time you go out 
running, it can spoil your whole pro¬ 
gram. In the bigger cities there are doc¬ 
tors who specialize in athletes. Go to one 
of these or your family doctor; have him 
check you out and follow his advice. 

• Third, and this goes along with 
everything else, get your gut rigged in. 
Check the box for the U.S. Army’s in¬ 
famous height and weight chart, some¬ 


times known as “Uncle Bernie’s Chart” 
after Gen. Bernard Rogers, who put it 
into effect when he was chief of staff of 
the Army. A lot of respectable scientific 
and medical knowledge went into mak¬ 
ing this chart. If you’re over the maxi¬ 
mum weight for your height on the 
chart, or even close, and you’re not a 
weightlifter, it’s probably time to lose 
some weight. You can survive without 
cakes, ice cream, candy, soda pop, 
cookies, pancakes and beer. Beware of 
trying to take off too much weight too 
fast and of fad diets. 

• Fourth, set yourself a training pro¬ 
gram AND STICK TO IT! Unless you 
live in an area where outdoor running is 
extremely inconvenient for a large part 
of the year, you don’t have to spend a lot 
of money joining a health club. There’s 
no law against doing push-ups, sit-ups 
and stretching in your bedroom. My rec¬ 
ommended workout consists of push¬ 
ups, sit-ups and back arches followed by 
a run. If you program yourself for too 
many different kinds of calisthenics you 
run the risk either of not doing enough 
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WEIGHT TABLES FOR ARMY PERSONNEL 

MALE (Regardless of Age) 


Height (inches): 

60 61 62 63 64 65 66 67 68 69 70 71 72 73 74 75 76 77 78 79 80 

Weight (pounds): 
Minimum 

100 102 103 104 105 106 107 111 115 119 123 127 131 135 139 143 147 151 153 159 166 

Maximum 

141 146 150 155 160 165 170 176 181 186 192 197 203 208 214 220 226 232 238 244 250 

WOMEN (Regardless of Age) 

Height (inches): 

58 59 60 61 62 63 64 65 66 67 68 69 70 71 72 

Weight (pounds): 
Minimum 

90 92 94 96 98 100102 104 106 109 112 115 118 122 125 

Maximum 

113 117 121 125 130 134 138 142 147 151 156 160 165 170 175 


Note: Height and weight data do not include allowances for shoes and other clothing. 


TABLE OF WEIGHT 


Table 1. Table of Militarily Acceptable Weight (in Pounds) as 
Related to Age and Height for Males—Initial procurement 


Mtnimum 'MAXIMUM 

Height (inches) (regardless of 

age) 16-20 years 21-30 years 31-35 years 36-40 years 41 years and over 

60 . ioo 158 163 162 157 150 

61 . 102 163 168 167 162 155 

62..... 103 168 174 173 168 160 

63 . 104 174 180 178 173 165 


64 . 105 179 185 184 179 171 

65 . 106 185 191 190 184 176 

66 . 107 191 197 196 190 182 

67 . Ill 197 203 202 196 187 


68 . 115 203 209 208 202 193 

69 . 119 209 215 214 208 198 

70 .:. 123 215 222 220 214 204 

71 ... 127 221 228 227 220 210 


12 : . 131 227 234 233 226 216 

73 . 135 233 241 240 233 222 

74 . 139 240 248 246 239 228 

75 . 143 246 254 253 246 234 


76 . i47 253 261 260 252 241 

77 . 151 260 268 266 259 247 

78 . 153 267 275 273 266 254 

*79.... 159 273 282 281 273 260 

*80 . 166 280 289 288 279 267 


♦Applies only to personnel enlisted, inducted, or appointed in Army and enlisted or inducted into Air Force. Does 
not apply to Navy or Marine Corps enlistees or inductees. 

Table II. Table of Militarily Acceptable Weight (in Pounds) as 
Rdated to Age and Height for Females—Initial Procurement 


Minimum Maximum 

Height (regardless 

(inches) of age) 18-20 years 21-24 years 25-30 years 31-35 years 36-40 years 41 years and over 


58 . 90 121 123 126 124 135 135 

59 . 92 123 125 129 126 139 138 

60 . 94 125 127 132 128 142 141 

61 . 96 127 129 135 131 145 141 


62...... 98 129 132 139 132 148 147 

63 . 100 135 136 141 136 151 150 

64 . 102 136 140 144 140 155 154 

65 . 104 140 144 148 145 159 158 


66 . 106 144 149 151 150 164 163 

67 . 109 147 151 156 154 168 167 

68 . 112 152 158 159 159 172 171 

69...... 115 158 160 164 162 176 175 


70...... 118 162 166 168 167 181 180 

71 . 122 168 171 171 171 185 184 

72 . 125 171 175 176 175 189 188 


of any one to do much good, or of find¬ 
ing yourself in a program that’s too bur¬ 
densome to stick with. None of these 
calisthenics require any equipment. If 10 
push-ups is all you can do, start vyith 10 
each day — without fail — maybe twice 
a day and you will be surprised in how 
few weeks you work up to 30 “plus one 
for SOF.” The same with sit-ups and 
back arches. 

Running is the real core of the pro¬ 
gram. If you live someplace where it is 
impossible to run outdoors in the winter, 
then you may have to spring for a mem¬ 
bership in your local YMCA or what¬ 
ever, and go swim laps every day or con¬ 
sider buying an exercise bicycle. Other¬ 
wise run or jog every day. Regularity 
and persistence really pay off. 

It does take time. Four miles at nine 
minutes per mile (which is not a bad ob¬ 
jective to work up to) takes 36 minutes, 
plus time for changing into running 
clothes, getting to wherever yoii run, 
walking a bit afterwards so your legs 
(don’t knot up, going home and shower¬ 
ing. One plan is to invest in a stopwatch 
and a notebook and after you have 
worked yourself up to a respectable dis¬ 
tance (i.e., three to five miles) start 
working on cutting down your time. 

The only essential equipment for run¬ 
ning is running shoes. The most expen¬ 
sive shoes are not necessarily the best, 
but be prepared to spend whatever it 
takes to get yourself the right shoes for 
you. Otherwide look forward to foot, 
ankle and knee problenis. 

For the rest, you can do nicely in GI 
boot socks, fatigue trousers and T-shirt, 
or something expensive and dapper like 
that. In cold weather you’ll wear more 
than a T-shirt, and if you have the 
money to spend oh a fancy running out¬ 
fit, why not? In most larger cities there 
are stores that specialize in gear for run¬ 
ners and they generally provide good ad¬ 
vice on what kind of shoes are best for 
your feet, build and style of running. 

The chief virtue of running is that it 
not only builds up your legs — although 
the only way to get in shape for hiking 
with a rucksack is hiking with a rucksack 
— but it also does wondrous things for 
your heart, lungs, circulation and gen¬ 
eral health, especially if you also get 
your weight down and cut back on the 
booze and tobacco. 

Dr. Albert Hodgman of Kalamazoo, 
Mich., a very wise doctor, makes it clear 
that what’s wrong with most of his pa¬ 
tients comes from “too much food, too 
much alcohol, too much tobacco and 
not enough exercise.’’ 

The only person who can train you is 
you. Except for the running shoes it’s 
not a matter of equipment and gadgets; 
it’s a matter of, will-power, self-dis¬ 
cipline arid patient persistence. Didn’t I 
read somewhere that one of the neces¬ 
sary traits of a warrior and leader is ex¬ 
actly this sort of inner discipline? 
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Text & Photos by Peter G. Kokalis 


A recent live-fire field 
training exercise 
(FTX) of the 1st Battalion, 
180th Artillery, of the 
Arizona National Guard 
provided SOF with the 
opportunity to observe 
the M109A3 155mm self- 
propelled howitzer in 
action and to re-evaluate 
the entire concept of self- 
propelled (SP) artillery. 

Many thousand Ml09s 
have been produced and 
they are in service 
throughout the NATO 
alliance. They utilize the 
same chassis and power 
plant as the Ml08 105mm 
SP howitzer. A fairly large 
vehicle, offering the crew 
more than adequate 
space to operate the gun, 
it was developed by the 
Allison division of 
General Motors. The hull 
and turret are 


constructed of aluminum 
armor, but, because of Its 
size, the M109 is quite 
heavy — more than 26 
tons. It is 

airtransportable, however, 
in the C-123 and C-130 
aircraft. The M109A3 can 
float with the aid of wash 
screens and flotation 
bags stowed inside; 
although Arizona’s 
climate was not 
conducive to an actual 
demonstration of this 
facet of the equipment’s 
capability. 

Regular Army 
observers, part of the 
Army’s National Guard 
Affiliation Program, from 
the 3rd Battalion, 18th 
Artillery at Ft. Sill, Okla., 
were present during the 
two-day maneuver held at 
the Florence, Ariz., 
gunnery range. Our visit 


was spent with Bravo 
battery from Casa 
Grande, Ariz. The battery 
was using high-explosive 
(HE) projectiles with 
impact fuses and firing 
with great effect at 
targets some 9,000 
meters away. The 
maximum effective range 
of this weapon is 18,000 
meters. 

While capable of using 
illumination, white 
phosphorus and nuclear 
projectiles, great 
emphasis is now placed 
on the so-called Improved 
Conventional Munitions 
(ICM), which represent 70 
to 80 percent of the U.S. 
Artillery’s current 
ammunition inventory. An 
ICM projectile contains 
80 sub-munitions 
(bomblets), either anti¬ 
personnel or anti-armor, 
which disperse on 
Impact, bounce up about 
waist high and then 
detonate. Good luck, Ivan. 

Mine fields can now be 
laid by artillery. 
Furthermore, scatterable 
munitions, such as the 
ADAM (Area Deniable 
Antitank Mine), contain 
36 mines in one 
projectile, and the RAAM 
(Remotely Activated 
Antitank Mine) carries 
nine mines In its 
warhead. 

The Texas Instruments 
Tl 59 magnetic-card 
programmable computer 
(first described in “Bush 
League Gunnery,” SCF, 


March ’79) is still the 
much preferred Fire 
Direction System. A 
special program chip for 
artillery functions is now 
available. 

The often-stated 
purpose of self-propelled 
artillery is to “keep up 
with the armor.” But does 
it really need to do so 
when used in the indirect- 
fire role? With a 
maximum effective range 
now of almost 12 miles, it 
would seem to me that 
the projectiles can do the 
keeping up. Do we really 
need the cross-country 
capability of a tracked 
vehicle? In most 
instances. It is possible 
to move less expensive 
towed artillery to almost 
any location by only 
slightly less direct routes 
than those employed by 
SP guns. 

By the early ’60s the 
supposed mobility of SP 
guns was de-emphasized 
and their ability to 
provide the crews 
protection against 
nuclear warfare stressed. 
Their use as essentially 
conventional artillery has 
remained entrenched in 
the West. The Soviets 
have more recently 
altered the SP into a true 
tactical assault gun (the 
Soviet 152mm M-73 and 
122mm M-74) which can 
actually accompany the 
tanks and deliver a heavy, 
direct, short-range punch 
immediately when 
required. This advantage, 
however, comes at the 
expense of stabilized 
long-range, indirect-fire 
capability. 

A combination of 
towed artillery for most 
long-range indirect-fire 
roles and less complex, 
lighter and more mobile 
assault SPs of the new 
Soviet type for the close- 
in firepower role seems 
sensible. Unfortunately, 
the trend in the West 
seems to be ever more 
expensive and 
cumbersome SP artillery, 
an extension of the 
philosophy that we must 
counter the Soviets’ 
numerical advantage with 
ever more advanced 
weaponry. ^ 
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ABOVE: M109A3 155mm self-propelled howitzer is fitted with 
infrared night-vision equipment. Maximum range Is 14,600 
meters. BELOW: M109 of Arizona Army National Guard fires 
at Florence, Ariz., gunnery range. 
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LEBANON 
ON $3.17 
A DAY 

American Merc 
Finds Little Pay and 
No Thanks 

Text & Photos by David McGrady 



I knew all the bad news before I met 
Haddad the second time. 

The Lebanese soldiers suspected me, 
the Lebanese civilians despised me, ra* 
tions were Israeli leftovers, my rifle 
looked like refuse from an Army ord¬ 
nance film on weapons abuse, we were 
short on ammunition, everybody looked 
alike to me, I didn’t understand their 
language, they didn’t speak mine and 
there were flies everywhere. The only 
people in a worse position than mine 
were the rather soft-looking, neatly 
uniformed Norwegian UNIFIL (United 
Nations Interim Forces in Lebanon) 
troops. At least I was on a side. 

Getting in this much trouble wasn’t 
easy. There weren’t many other for¬ 
eigners in Haddad’s command, and they 
didn’t expect anybody to just walk in 
and sign up. After I finally found out 
how to meet people and where they 
were, the Israeli Defense Force (IDF) 
dragged me off for a security check and 
a quick meeting with Haddad. I took my 
clean slate and stamp of approval back 
to my hotel where I waited to be picked 
up by the representatives of the Le¬ 
banese Forces. 

Several soldiers finally arrived in a 
cab. As they came nearer, 1 noticed all 
but one wore Israeli fatigues. The Pha- 
langist wearing Lebanese army fatigues 


was the first to welcome me; he was a 
stocky, tough-looking Lebanese who 
went by the name of Joseph Abu Ar- 
rage. I guessed he was the commanding 
officer by the Army of Free Lebanon 
shoulder patch he wore and the way the 
others looked to him for further instruc¬ 
tions. As they individually greeted me, I 
quickly realized only one could speak 
English — a short, lean bloke named 
Tim, who had served in the Canadian ar¬ 
my. The other foreigner was Maurice, a 
Frenchman who’d spent eight years in 
the French Foreign Legion. 

I threw my luggage into the truck and 
climbed in just as we pulled away. Tim 
and I found a place to sit among some 
field equipment while Maurice rode in 
reasonable comfort up front in the cab. 

I accepted a cigarette from Tim (I 
smoke only cigars, but picky people 
don’t last long in this business), and he 
clued me in on what to expect at Marjay- 
oun, Haddad’s headquarters. 

Trying to be casual about it, Tim said, 
Forget everything you’ve heard about 
living conditions over here. In regards to 
us [foreigners], it’s worse than you can 
imagine. 

“For starters, I’m the closest thing to 
a medic you’ll ever see in Free Leba¬ 
non,” Tim said. “I took basic first aid 
in the Canadian army and spent a few 


weeks assisting the medical personnel at 
the Israeli hospital in Metulla. That 
covers my training.” 

Tim confessed, “The Israelis don’t 
want to give us any decent medical sup¬ 
plies because the Lebanese in the militia 
have been known to sell the stuff to the 
stores in the market or to friends to earn 
a few Lebanese pounds to supplement 
their pay from the Israelis. 

“As for your weapon, you’ll be issued 
the old Israeli version of the 7.62 FN ri¬ 
fle, which is only semiautomatic. If 
you’re real lucky the barrel won’t be full 
of rust. They haven’t seen a drop of oil 
since they were put in storage sometime 
after the Arab/Israeli wars. Even if the 
barrel is usable, chances are the gas 
regulator will be frozen in position, the 
extractor won’t extract, the rifle will 
break open when a round is fired or it’ll 
have a rear sight so loose you’ll think it’s 
going to fall off.” Between meeting Tim 
and seeing Haddad, after the initial 
security interview, there was ample op¬ 
portunity to verify ever>thing Tim said. 

The second time I saw Haddad was in 
a Lebanese home. Saad Haddad is the 
major who leads a 2,000-man militia 
called the Christian Lebanese Forces of 
Free Lebanon. Heavily supported by the 
Israelis, his force controls a roughly 
10-mile-wide strip of land that covers 
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Israel’s northern border. Maj. Haddad 
was waiting to greet me. 

Upon our entering the room, the ma¬ 
jor stood and welcomed me with a warm 
handshake. We then seated ourselves on 
the nearby sofa, and he began to brief 
me on the present situation in southern 
Lebanon. 

“The Palestinians have been using the 
ceasefire to rebuild and resupply,” he 
said. “Soon they will be up to the same 
strength as they were before the shelling 
started. I expect them to break the cease¬ 
fire anytime now, and when they do 
we’ll hit them with everything we’ve got. 

“The Lebanese people will only be 
able to enjoy freedom again when the 
Syrians and the Palestinians are driven 
from our soil. These foreign occupiers 
are at the roots of Lebanon’s prob¬ 
lems.” The major rose to leave. 

He SEiid, “You are now one of us, and 
what is ours is yours. Even though we 
have to do without, I hope you will like 
it here. Joseph is a fine commander; he 
has been with me for a long time. He can 
teach you many things, so watch him 
and learn our ways of fighting and stay¬ 
ing alive. You should see a lot of action, 
Dave, so be careful.” 

After shaking my hand and saying 
goodbye, Maj. Haddad walked out to 
his jeep and his waiting driver. They 
sped off into the darkness. 


Author Dave McGrady sits behind 
Browning Cal. .50 heavy machine gun 
mounted atop Sherman M4 tank. Photo 
taken at border strip post 302. 


Haddad’s cedar symbols proclaim allegiance 
as M113A1 speeds through Marjayoun on 
call. 



Joseph then called the rest of his APC 
crew into the family room. When we 
were all seated, he started trying to talk 
with me, using Tim as his interpreter. It 
would have gone smoothly if Tim had 
only learned more than just a few words 
of the Arabic language. All he under¬ 
stood was that Joseph was assigning me 
to his APC crew because of my prior 
combat experience in Rhodesia. 

Tim explained APC duty: “We have 
to report to Joseph’s house for duty 
three times a week, and our next duty 
day is tomorrow. We’ll get here just 
before dark, and sit around and pass the 
time the best way we can while listening 
for our call sign to come over the radio. 
Some nights we’ll be called out to patrol 
perimeter and towns within our opera¬ 
tional area or provide firepower for an 
outpost under attack. If we don’t receive 
a call by 2300 hours we’ll return to the 
school [barracks] for the night. We’re 
required to sleep with our clothes and 
boots on, just in case Joseph gets a call 
during the night. 

“If a call does come through, Joseph 
and the crew members who live next 
door will ready the APC for duty before 
stopping by the school to pick us up. 
There is a siren mounted on the APC 
that Joseph will turn on to wake us just 
before reaching the school. We’ll have 
just enough time to grab our rifles and 
web gear as we’re running to the APC. 

“I’ll warn you now: If you don’t re¬ 
spond quickly enough you’ll be left be¬ 
hind, and you can expect to hear about it 
the next day. I know because it hap¬ 
pened to me once.” 

Tim continued, “Technically speak¬ 
ing, we’re on 24-hour alert. We have to 
stay near the school during that period 
or notify Joseph where we will be. Maj. 
Haddad occasionally uses us to escort 
Israeli brass on their routine inspections 
of our outposts.” 

“Joseph said you will spend the night 
in the bunker alongside the house. 
Tomorrow you’ll be issued a cot so you 
can move into the school with the other 
foreigners.” 

Early the next morning, Joseph came 
by to see if I had survived the night. He 
told me Tim had arrived to take me back 
with him, and later on a tour of Mar¬ 
jayoun. When we arrived at the school 
where we were quartered, Tim was quick 
to point out they had no running water, 
bath or shower facilities and did all their 
cooking on a small electric burner that 
plugged into the wall. 

After he asked me how long I could 
hold my breath, we walked outside to a 
bunker-like enclosure located Below 
ground. On the stairway Tim said I 
could have my pick of separate stalls, 
consisting of just holes in the ground. 

“I wouldn’t use the middle one if I 
were you,” he said. “There’s a big rat 
that lives down there. You contract 
rabies out here and you’ll die for sure.” 
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Tim hold me he wouldn’t mind living 
like a caveman if most of the Lebanese 
had to live under the same conditions. 
He explained, “The majority of the 
Lebanese in Marjayoun have everything 
an average family in the states has, in¬ 
cluding television, while we are expected 
to be satisfied with what we’ve got. We 
don’t have the simpler conveniences of 
life here. It’s demoralizing.’’ 

After a tour of the premises, Tim and 
I walked down to the market a few 
blocks away. Here many of the buildings 
resembled the ones surrounding the 
school. They were either full of shrapnel 
and bullet holes or partially demolished 
by continual artillery shelling. Most 
doorways and windows had mortar and 
artillery-round boxes filled with dirt 
stacked before them. 

Tim said, “I imagine you heard all 
about the shelling of Marjayoun before 
the ceasefire went into effect. Well, it 
wasn’t as bad as I heard the press made 
it out to be. Although the Palestinians 
would shell us off and on during the day 
and into the night, there were few casu¬ 
alties because most of the shells fell in 
areas that weren’t heavily populated or 
on the outskirts of town.’’ 

On the way back to the school, Tim 
said, “A few days before the ceasefire, 
Maj. Haddad’s jfcep was blown all to 
hell when the Palestinians dropped an 
artillery round right into the front seat 
while it was parked outside his home. He 
must have been carrying quite a bit of 
ammo in the jeep because it was popping 
off everywhere.” 

At the school we were met by Joseph 
in the command car. He had stopped by 
to drop off some equipment he had 
picked up from the Israeli barracks up 
the road. As soon as we brought the gear 
into our room and I got my cot set up, I 
checked my rifle over to see what kind of 
condition it was in. If the cracked fore¬ 
arm was a sign of what was to come, I 
was in trouble. Breaking my weapon 
open, I could barely see light at the other 
end of the barrel through the rust and 
grime. Except for the frozen gas regu¬ 
lator, the loose rear sight and the grind 
marks the Israelis left when they re¬ 
moved their markings from the rifle, it 
was in better shape than I expected — 
which isn’t saying much. 

I was smart enough to have brought 
along a .30-caliber cleaning kit, which 
contained a bore brush, solvent and oil 
— stuff no one else had because the 
Israelis do not furnish the Lebanese with 
enough kits to go around. 

Looking over the few pieces of old 
British-type web gear I was issued, I 
quickly noticed that out of the five 
magazines I received only two were full. 
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Tim said, “Ammo is something else 
we lack. My magazines are full only be¬ 
cause I keep scrounging rounds off the 
Lebanese in the militia who always seem 
to have enough.” 

Tim gave me 40 rounds he had stashed 
under his cot. He and I finally resorted 
to removing rounds from the cloth belts 
inside the APC. Since most of the belts 
for the Brownings had rounds missing 
anyway, we hoped no one would notice. 

After the walk to the market, I was 
hungry. I asked Tim where the food sup¬ 
ply was. He snickered and led me to a 
room near the back of the building. In 
one corner were numerous cans of 
Israeli army rations and a box apiece of 
tomatoes and grapes covered by buzzing 
flies and bees. 

“Because all the labels are printed in 
Hebrew, you’ll just have to open a can 
to see what’s in it. Whatever it is, I’m 
sure no food inspector in the states 
would let it pass as dog food.” 

I soon realized our main food staple 
was a canned ground meat, possibly 
goat, which we reluctantly called 
“spam.” I spent more time spitting out 
bone chips and hair than eating. 

Tim told me I’d have to develop a 
taste for the rations we got or starve. 
“There’s no way on our pay you can buy 
the high-priced processed foods avail¬ 
able in the market.” 

A militiaman’s pay is roughly 480 Le¬ 
banese livre ($95 U.S.) a month, just 
enough to cover the costs of cigarettes 
and beer until the next payday. The only 
Lebanese in the militia who seemed to 
eat and live well were the young army 
deserters that dribbled down from 
Beirut. Maj. Haddad has a long-stand¬ 
ing commitment to accept any deserter 
wanting to join his forces at the same 


Crusade confronts jihad: Lebanese cedar 
emblem superimposed with photo of Saad 
Haddad flanked by devotional pictures 
precede occupants of McGrady^s M113A1 
APC. 


pay he was receiving while in the Le¬ 
banese army — about 1,300 to 1,500 
livre a month for a noncommissioned 
officer. Many disgruntled Lebanese 
have deserted the Lebanese army to get 
away from the strict discipline and boot 
polishing. Now, they can do more or less 
what they want and still collect full pay 
from the Israelis. 

A week went by before Joseph came 
by the school again, to drop off a shirt. 
Climbing back into his command car, he 
told me I would be getting the rest of my 
fatigues and boots soon. It looked as 
though I would be getting everything 
piece by piece. 

Tim said, “You’re seeing a good ex¬ 
ample of how our supply system works. 
When the Israelis get the equipment it 
sooner or later finds its way to us.” 

Having anticipated shortages, I 
brought along a lot of my own equip¬ 
ment, which everyone truly envied. Be¬ 
sides the web gear I had two sets of 
American cammies and a pair of jungle 
boots. Two months later, I finally 
received the balance of my fatigues — 
pants and boots. 

The way things were shaping up, the 
fighting I’d been eagerly waiting for was 
just around the corner. By night Mar- 
jayoun’s usual quiet was disrupted by 
the distant booms of our artillery, either 
firing illumination rounds over our own 
positions, or high-explosive (HE) round 
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toward Palestinian positions across the 
Litani River near Beaufort Castle, a 
Palestinian stronghold. Occasionally the 
UN reciprocated by firing illuminating 
rounds from their mortar positions over 
the area under siege. This was a signal 
for our outposts in the same area to light 
up the skyline and surrounding terrain 
with rivers of .50- and .30-caliber tracer, 
just to get in on the fun. I trained myself 
to ignore everything except artillery 
rounds that went directly overhead or 
landed close by. 

Hanging our rifles and web gear on 
the hooks inside the “mililly’* (APC), 
Tim and I walked the last few meters to 
Joseph’s house for another night of 
duty. As we entered, the rest of our crew 
rose to greet us, and then returned to 
their own conversations. 

Just as coffee was being served, ‘Mr- 
nab, Arnab (rabbit),” crackled over the 
field radio. Joseph grabbed the receiver. 
After a short conversation with someone 
at Israeli headquarters, he replaced the 
phone while pointing toward the APC 
parked just outside. Tim and I shot out 
of our seats and ran out, closely fol¬ 
lowed by six of our crew members, 

The APC’s engine came to life as we 
were uncovering the .50-caliber Brown¬ 
ing and three .30-caliber machine guns. 
Joseph sat down on the hatch cover 
behind the heavy machine gun (HMG) 
while I manned one of the .30s and the 
Lebanese took up positions behind the 
remaining two. Another Lebanese 
mounted the 52mm mortar in its bracket 



Ostensibly secure Outpost 302 surmounts 
foreground scene where TM-46 mine killed 
three militiamen. 


on the rear of the deck. Within two 
minutes we were ready to move out. 

As we neared Kiea, Joseph’s voice 
came over the headsets, informing us we 
were to search for a Palestinian who had 
tried to infiltrate Israel by crossing the 
border in a powered hang glider — he 
had landed short inside Lebanon. We 
were ordered to search the area south of 
Bent Jbail where the glider was last seen. 
The Israelis spotted it in the beam of a 
huge searchlight they had mounted on a 
hill just inside Israel, frpm which obser¬ 
vation post they could constantly watch 
a good portion of Free Lebanon, while, 
on the ground, IDF command cars 
mounted with four 7.62 MAG guns 
patrol the length of the Good Fence (the 
perimeter) checking for holes or tunnels, 
evidence of recent terrorist infiltration. 

As we approached the military en¬ 
trance at the Good Fence, a spotlight 
from a well-fortified bunker on the 
Israeli side caught us. As soon as we 
were identified it was turned off. Fur¬ 
ther down the road three fatigue-clad 
Israelis in a jeep waved us down. Order¬ 
ing George, our driver, to pull off the 
side of the tarmac and stop, Joseph 
climbed down from behind the Brown¬ 
ing and walked over to one of the 
Israelis, who had a CAR-15 slung over 
his shoulder. 1 recognized him as the 
liaison officer of our area. 

Spreading a map across the hood of 
the jeep, Joseph listened attentively, 
sometimes interrupting the Israeli as he 
pointed to the map. I hoped the Israelis 
had something positive to report on the 
Palestinian in the glider. 

Returning to the APC, Joseph said, 
“The Israelis are sure the glider came 
down somewhere near Bent Jbail, so 
we’re going there.” 


Author McGrady and bereted Lebanese 
cohort Marcos stand watch on M4 turret 
with AR-15 and FN LAR. 

The Israeli jeep pulled out and disap¬ 
peared over the crest ahead. Everyone 
on a Browning chambered a round just 
in case we saw the Palestinian. 

George was doing his best to catch up 
to the jeep. The APC threw us back and 
forth in (he fighting compartment as the 
transmission was quickly shifted from 
low to high gear and then down-shifted 
again to negotiate the steep hills and the 
road’s sharp curyes, which could have 
overturned us if the vehicle had gone off 
the edge of the road. 

It was an exceptionally quiet night. 
From the hilltops, I could see thousands 
of bright lights outlining the almost 
square kibbutzes that dotted Israel’s 
countryside along the border. They 
looked peaceful but that could easily 
change at the whim of the Palestinians, 
who periodically rain Katyushas down 
on the kibbutzniks from positions just a 
few klicks away. 

The two-lane highway turned into a 
dry, narrow, dirt track and dust kicked 
up by the jeep and the APC hung in the 
air, so thick we could barely see the jeep 
lights directly in front of us. Breathing 
became almost impossible. 

Our headsets crackled as we ap¬ 
proached a fork in the road. The Israelis 
were notifying Joseph they were going 
left and we were to follow the road to 
the right. We would meet later on. 

We returned to the tarmac and within 
minutes saw the lights of Bent Jbail in 
the distance. We were now where the 
glider was last seen, and Joseph swept 
the small spotlight mounted on his 
Browning across the almost flat terrain 
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surrounding us. We strained our eyes, 
hoping to glimpse the glider in the beam 
of the light but we couldn’t see much 
through the fog. 

We met the Israelis. They were accom¬ 
panied by another jeep. I immediately 
recognized it as Maj. Haddad’s by the 
bristling antenna and communications 
equipment in the rear. The major 
climbed out of the passenger side and 
motioned Joseph to follow him to the 
Israeli jeep. They conferred quietly for a 
short time. 

With his bolstered Browning 9mm 
slapping against his thigh, Maj. Haddad 
walked over to the APC and gave me a 
handshake. “How are you doing, Dave? 
How is your Arabic coming along?” 

Before I could answer, he went on, 
“We have a Palestinian visitor tonight. 
He has a lot of places to hide because of 
the fog. It’s a problem. He can see us — 
due to our lights — but we can’t see him. 
Be careful.” 

Shaking my hand again, he walked 
back to his jeep and waved farewell as 
his driver gunned it into a U-turn back 
toward Marjayoun. 

As soon as Joseph had seated himself 
behind the M2 on the commander’s cu¬ 
pola, he told us that the major and the 
Israelis had decided to call off the search 
because of the fog. The Israelis, he said, 
would resume searching at first light by 
aircraft. Our orders were to remain in 
the area for a few more hours just in 
case we were needed. 

We moved along the main road again. 
Joseph signaled George to pull into the 
Moslem town of Aainata just ahead and 
we roared through the streets of the 
small town. The 10 tons of APC seemed 
to disturb no one. We pulled up at the 
veranda of a shop and stopped. Some 
locals ventured from their homes and 
happily greeted Joseph, who was well- 
known as a great fighter throughout 
most of southern Lebanon, a reputation 
I doubt he deserved. Like many of his 
compatriots, Joseph was prone to exag¬ 
gerate the number of Palestinians he 
killed in battle. 

After we ate falafels and grapes, I 
looked around. Everyone except Tim 
and Abou was already sacked out under 
the veranda. Now I knew who was going 
to stand guard, Tim and I took up dif¬ 
ferent positions in the market, which of¬ 
fered a good all-around view of the area 
in which the APC was parked and the 
surrounding streets. Abou decided that 
guard duty wasn’t for him. He returned 
to the APC, and crashed in the fighting 
compartment. 

By 0200 hours, I wished I’d brought 
along a field jacket against the chill. 
Retreating to the APC, I grabbed a flak 
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jacket. As I closed the heavy rear door I 
heard a dog barking from the other end 
of the alley. Signalling Tim that I was 
going to investigate, I moved slowly 
down the eerie, fog-filled alleyway, stop¬ 
ping only to listen for movement or to 
check darkened doorways with a quick 
beam from my flashlight. 

Suddenly, metal crashed behind me 
from above. I wheeled around, bringing 
my rifle to my shoulder. Over the sights I 
saw a hunched-over old woman on the 
balcony. Lowering my rifle, I walked 
down the alley to a cross street. Nothing 
was out of the ordinary. I returned to 
the APC for another two hours on guard 
duty before any one began to stir from 
his sleep. Joseph was the first one up. 
He nudged the others awake. We 
climbed back aboard the mist-laden 
APC and within minutes were back on 
the road again. 

At the school, Tim and I immediately 
hit the sack to catch up on our lost sleep 
— but we were awakened a few hours 
later by a loud explosion. It doesn’t pay 
to over-react in front of the Lebanese. 
Most of them think shelling only a 
nuisance. The silence after the initial ex¬ 
plosion was torn by screams and cries. 
We jumped from our cots and ran out¬ 
side to see if we could help. 

Keeping our heads down for a truly 
Lebanese length of time enabled us to 
reach the rocket crater just as a panicked 
mob of locals began jerking a limp, 
bloody militiaman from the smoking 
hole. Futilely Tim and I tried to clear 
room to examine his wounds, but the 
mob continued jerk and drag the moan- 


Maj. Saad Haddad, commander/ 
**governor“ of lO-mile strip along 
Lebanon’s border with Israel, stands with 
author McGrady. 


AMERICAN MERC 

A professional soldier-for-hire for 
the last five years, David McGrady’s 
wide experience and his $95 monthly 
salary in Lebanon may help to cor¬ 
rect some mere myths. 

His first mercenary “tour” was to 
have been with the Rhodesian Light 
Infantry, but a sympathetic recruit¬ 
ing officer in Salisbury explained 
what his position as a white mer¬ 
cenary in the Rhodesian army was 
likely to become. Loath to return to 
the States to rot in front of Monday 
Night Football, McGrady signed on 
as a roving bodyguard for the Rhode¬ 
sian Ministry of Health, protecting 
survey and service teams in the bush. 

Three months without action con¬ 
vinced him that health was probably 
not his line of work, so McGrady 
followed the footsteps of the easily 
bored Tom Horn and offered his ser¬ 
vices to cattle ranchers plagued by 
rustlers and terrorists. Ranch security 
in Matabeleland was better work, but 
it inevitably led to the sort of work 
McGrady was most suited for: boun¬ 
ty hunting. McGrady acquired a 
quick few thousand dollars from gov¬ 
ernment bounties on terr corpses in 
nocturnal escapades, but Ian Smith’s 
negotiations for free elections and the 
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ing victim up to a small compact car. 
Three Lebanese immediately jumped in 
the back, but others of the mob pushed 
them out and lay the militiaman on the 
back seat. Then they realized no one 
could care for him during the ride, so 
they seated some more people in the 
back and lay the wounded man on their 
laps. Tim and I looked at him. Black- 
powder burns showed his closeness to 
the point of impact. He wouldn’t make 
it to the hospital. 

The next day we heard that he had 
made it, but had died anyway, with 36 
pints of other people’s blood run 
through him. He had been burning 
brush when he discovered a “dud” 
81mm mortar round half buried in the 
dirt. He ran some playing children away 
from it and was moving off himself, 
when the shell cooked off. 

Later, unable to sleep, Tim and I 
decided to walk down to our favorite 
watering hole a few blocks away. We 
were friendly with the Moslem owners, 
Abou Hammad and his wife, and had 
been given credit whenever the need 
arose — which was often. Grabbing two 
beers from the frig, we made ourselves 
comfortable on one of the old sofas 
leaning against the wall. Abou shuffled 
out the house doorway, puffing on a cig¬ 
arette. Although he spoke only Arabic, 
we exchanged pleasantries. He offered 
us a cigarette and then sat beside me. 

We were working on a second beer, 



Gunsight view from Free Lebanese outpost 
overlooking Litani River Valley. 


when a local kid walked up with a box of 
empty .50-caliber cases and links to sell 
Abou. After weighing them on the scale, 
Abou and the boy disappeared into the 
back room. A few minutes later a 
pleased kid emerged with a small bag of 
candy. To make ends meet, most shop 
owners buy spent cartridges and resell 
them in bulk quantities for a sizable pro¬ 
fit. Because of the market for brass, 
some Lebanese go through a lot of 
.50-caliber ammo on outpost duty in 
order to empty some cases. 

Back at the school, we ran into Dan, 
who looked worried. He told us that 
Nuef, the only Lebanese living with us, 
had brought an undetonated 3.5 “Super 
Bazooka” round into the school. We 
went to his room at the back of the 
building and saw it lying on the floor 
near his cot. It looked really beat up. A 
number of wires were hanging from the 
tail section, and there was a stubby pin 
still protruding from the side. We did 
our best to convince Nuef to get rid of it, 
but our pleas fell on deaf ears. 

Later that day we spoke to Joseph, 
but all he would say was he already knew 
about it and it didn’t pose a big enough 
threat to warrant further action. That 
was easy for him to say since he lived a 
half kilometer from the school. 

Nuef was as irritating as he was dan¬ 
gerous. He woke everyone at dawn by 
playing Arab music at full-volume over 
his radio. Maurice threatened to shoot 
both Nuef and the radio if he didn’t 
knock it off. The burly Frenchman had 
already shot one radio when he was in 
the Legion in Algeria. Fortunately for 
Nuef, Maurice moved into a small house 
before the matter got out of hand. 

To receive mail we had to go to the 
market in Marjayoun and pay two 
pounds per letter to the shop owner for 
having picked them up at the Good 
Fence. On the way to pick up our mail. 


Tim told me that Joseph is a dedicated 
communist, and his father — who lives 
just behind the school — studied in 
Moscow when he was a boy. Joseph isn’t 
fighting the Palestinians because they 
are backed by Russia; he hates them 
because they wiped out the village he 
once lived in. “I hope you never told 
Joseph that you were here to kill com¬ 
munists,” Tim said. “I don’t think it 
would have gone over too good.” 

Outpost duty came sooner than I ex¬ 
pected. Just before dusk an APC pulled 
up to take me to Beaufort Castle. Living 
conditions at the outpost were deplor¬ 
able; rotting food — covered in flies, 
bees and yellow jackets — was scattered 
everywhere. Looking over the embank¬ 
ments of our position I saw heaps of 
brown tomatoes, rotting grapes, empty 
ration cans and ammo boxes lying 
among piles of human excrement. I 
quickly learned to watch where I walked 
— rather difficult after dark. 

Finding that no one in my group could 
speak. English except for Hassan, a 
former school teacher from Beirut who 
now lived in Deir Mimas, I engaged him 
in a lengthy conversation to learn some¬ 
thing about the others with whom I 
would be serving one week out of every 
month. As we walked the top of the em¬ 
bankments, Hassan, clutching his rosary 
beads, pointed out the Palestinian posi¬ 
tions on the hillsides to the north and 
along the mountain ridge to Beaufort. 
The road at the base of the mountain 
had sections destroyed by Israeli aircraft 
to disrupt the Palestinians’ route of sup¬ 
ply. Hassan placed special emphasis on 
never firing in the direction of the UN 
outpost in the valley between us and the 
castle. Even though Maj. Haddad de¬ 
spises the UNIFIL forces — because 
they curtail our operations and not those 
of the Palestinians — we were under or¬ 
ders to keep things peaceful, at least for 
the time being. 

The last stop on my tour of our posi¬ 
tion was the flimsy, three-sided, cor¬ 
rugated shed that was to serve as our 
sleeping quarters. Stepping inside I saw 
five broken-down cots and a few loaves 
of moldy bread lying in one corner. 

“You better get your gear from the 
APC and grab a cot before the others 
take them over,” Hassan said. “Unless 
you prefer to sleep out under the stars.” 

Remembering the condition of the 
ground, it didn’t take long to decide 1 
wanted to sack out inside, even though 
most of the legs on the cots and all of the 
walls were full of jagged shrapnel holes. 
I stashed my web gear under a cot and 
threw my mat on top to indicate it was 
taken. Hassan and I walked outside so 
he could introduce me to the others who 
were milling about. 

They were a motley bunch. Religious 
crosses dangled from chains around 
their necks and they were armed with an 
assortment of weapons: Two carried 
Ml6s (souvenirs of their days with the 
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discovery that the terrorists had put 
money on his head lent force to 
McGrady’s arguments for leaving 
Rhodesia. 

Late in 1978 McGrady was back in 
The World long enough to find that 
there sti// wasn’t anything interesting 
on television. He opened negotiations 
with the Somoza government, con¬ 
cluded a contract and was ready to 
leave for Nicaragua. His tickets had 
been booked for the day after the 
president of Nicaragua left for com¬ 
fortable exile in the United States. 

All dressed up and nowhere else to 
go, McGrady flew back to Africa. 
Bounty hunting for ranchers had 
been good in Rhodesia, and should 
be good in South West Africa, except 
that he picked the wrong year. 
Drought had left few cattle worth 
protecting and there was no work. 

Giving the lie to the saw that 
there’s no rest for the wicked, 
McGrady returned to the States to 
wait for another war. Lebanon 
hadn’t been his idea of a real war 
from the start, but it was the only one 
he had. So he went to meet Saad 
Haddad in Lebanon. 

This is the next installment in the 
saga of a modern soldier of fortune. 

—Bill Guthrie 
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Lebanese army) and another had a Ru¬ 
manian AK-47 (one of the many weap¬ 
ons the Israelis gave the Christian forces 
after one of their gunboats sank a Pales¬ 
tinian trawler running guns and ammu¬ 
nition along the coast of Lebanon. After 
the introductions, as an act of friendship 
they offered me the food they had 
brought from home for themselves. Be¬ 
cause 1 had missed my supper and it 
would have been an insult to refuse, I 
graciously accepted something from 
each one so no one would be offended. 

As I was finishing the last bit of food, 
one of the Lebanese shuffled past me to- 
w^fd the APC. The next time 1 glanced 
in that direction he was returning, carry¬ 
ing an Israeli-marked ammo box. He 
motioned me to follow him. We pro¬ 
ceeded to the metal shed where everyone 
else had already gathered, leisurely sit¬ 
ting on their cots, eating or smoking. 
Placing the ammo box in the center of 
the floor, Tony, our commander, pulled 
a combat knife from his rucksack and 
began to cut the cloth belt bulging with 
shiny .30-caliber cartridges into equal 
lengths to be divided up among us. 1 was 
surprised that my quota could easily fill 
all my empty magazines with some left 
over. Finally, I solved the mystery of 


how the Lebanese got their ammunition. 

We tried to start the Sherman to warm 
the engine up, but someone on the other 
outpost crew had run the battery down 
by leaving the radio on in the turret, so 
we ended up jumping it off the battery in 
the APC. Then we returned to the shed 
and shared a bottle of arrack (Lebanese 
liqueur), and the Lebanese talked to me, 
using Hassan as interpreter. 


Israeli-sup plied American materiel equips 
Haddad*s militia. GI M38 quarter-ton light 
vehicle (Jeep) and M113A1 APCs with 
Lebanese cedar militia emblem patrol 
“Good Fence.” 


Turret reversed and gun in rest, M4 
Sherman against background of town of 
Kiea. 
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As darkness slowly enveloped us, 
Tony assigned everyone a time slot to 
stand guard duty. Hassan and I were 
given the 0100 to 0300 watch. 

Hoping to catch some shuteye before 
going on duty, I climbed onto my cot 
and wrapped up in a blanket, antici¬ 
pating another cool night. Between the 
wind rattling the metal walls of our shel¬ 
ter and artillery fire in the distance, sleep 
was damn near impossible. No sooner 
had I slipped off when I felt myself being 
shaken awake by Tony, who (not so 
gently the second time around) tried to 
rouse the others from their cots despite 
their moans and groans. 

Hassan explained, “Marjayoun is be¬ 
ing shelled again, so Tony wants us to 
sleep in the APC where we*ll be safe 
from shrapnel. He’ll wake us when it’s 
time to go on duty.” 

Stumbling through the dark we 
packed ourselves like sardines into the 
fighting compartment of the APC. I fit¬ 
ted myself into a space between the 
bench seat and wall with hardly enough 
room to turn over in; soon the air 
became stuffy and stale. I began to wish 
I had taken my chances outside. 

Surprisingly, I fell right off to sleep 
again. Awakened some time later, I 
crawled out the door and almost fell as 
my feet disappeared in the foot-deep red 
dust that covered everything. Wiping the 
sleep from my eyes, I noticed Hassan 
was already up and making coffee from 


the water in his canteen. I grabbed my 
FN from a hook inside the APC and 
walked over to the aging Israeli-made 
MK-50 Sherman tank (equipped with a 
French 75mm gun, a strong 460 Cum¬ 
mings diesel engine and a modified sus¬ 
pension with the wide tracks of the 
HVSS-type). Climbing up on the turret I 
positioned myself behind the .50-caliber 
Browning HMG. 

By then the fog was so heavy that visi¬ 
bility was limited to less than 20 meters; 
a perfect night for a land assault against 
our position — assuming the Palestin¬ 
ians were capable of reading a compass. 
By 0130 hours the fog had lifted enough 
for me to see the dark silhouette of 
Beaufort Castle. 

Halfway through the night Tony be¬ 
came edgy when the lights suddenly went 
out in the UN observation outpost below 
Beaufort. Thinking the Palestinians had 
knocked out their generator before ad¬ 
vancing on us in the dark, Tony ordered 
us to rake the surrounding terrain with 
automatic fire, hoping we’d shake the 
Palestinians up so they’d break and 
return fire. Then we’d be able to concen¬ 
trate our firepower in one area. 

Mistaking a few large rolls of barbed 
wire — lying 30 meters below our posi¬ 
tion — for Palestinians, one Lebanese 
emptied half a magazine into them be¬ 
fore he realized what he was doing. The 
only other thing we accomplished was to 
set two large grass fires on the nearby 


hillsides with tracer from the Browning. 

Although the atmosphere was tense, 
the rest of the night remained calm, ex¬ 
cept when the Palestinians fired a few 
tracers in our direction. They fell short 
in the valley. 

At least once an hour Hassan walked 
the top of the embankments to fire a few 
rounds into the dark — to show the 
Palestinians we hadn’t fallen asleep. 

As the sun rose over the horizon, a 
couple of the Lebanese started to pick 
up spent cartridge cases from the 
ground; the others began to gather some 
of their personal belongings, readying 
themselves for the trip back to Mar¬ 
jayoun. Hassan and I would hold the 
fort until they returned around dusk. 

By mid-morning the sun forced us to 
take shelter under a small metal lean-to. 
We spent most of the morning talking 
and listening to Arab music on a small 
transistor radio one of the young 
Lebanese had left behind. By noon we 
were nearly unconscious from heat, so 
we decided to take turns catnapping 
while the other stood guard. When it 
was my turn to sleep I couldn’t because 
of the sonic booms from Israeli aircraft 

Continued on page 72 

Snout of Browning .50 pokes over edge of 
Outpost 302 berms ready to sweep slopes 
descending to Litani River. M113A1 
snuggles behind earth walls to foil line-of- 
sight RPGs. 
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SAW I 

SOF Looks at. I 
the M249 .1 

Text & Photos by Peter G. 





O N 1 February 1982 the M249 
machine gun was ofRclally 
adopted (type classified) by the 
United States Army. That America 
now has the finest, most reliable 
weapon ever placed into its small- 
arms inventory is due in large 
measure to a group of dedicated and 
impressively professional small-arms 
technologists at the U.S. Army 
Armament Research and 
Development Command 
(ARRADCOM) in Dover, N.J., and 
Aberdeen Proving Grounds, Md. 
Although not as startling or dramatic 
to either the media or public as the 
space-shuttle program, this major 
achievement will have far more 
important immediate consequences 
for our troops in the field. 

The M249 5.56mm SAW (Squad 
Automatic Weapon) will be primarily 
deployed in the infantry fire teams of 
the U.S. Army and Marine Corps. It 
will replace the bipod-mounted 
M16A1 AR (automatic rifle) at the 
squad level and selected M60 GPMGs 
(general-purpose machine guns) in 
non-infantry units. The two fire teams 
in the rifle squad will each be issued 
an M249. 

There has been an urgent need for 
a truly efficient squad automatic 
weapon. The obsolete Browning 
Automatic Rifle (BAR) should have 
been phased out in the mid-1930$. 
The bar’s deficiencies were many. It 
lacked a quick-change barrel (finally 
corrected in the post-war Belgian 
version), had a magazine capacity of 
only 20 rounds, positioned the 
magazine well in an awkward location 
which slowed magazine changes, ail 
too frequently broke extractors, 
possessed a gas system which fouled 
far too readily, was clumsy to adjust 
and clean, was a poor performer in 
cold environments and weighed 19.4 
pounds empty. 

The M14A1 rifle with its bipod, 
front hand grip, pistol-grip stock and 
muzzle stabilizer was supposed to 
replace the BAR in the squad- 
automatic role. Chambered for the 
7.62mm NATO round and weighing 
only 13 pounds loaded, the M14A1 
proved incapable of accurate full- 
automatic fire. It illustrates the 
dilemma of those who insist on the 
use of .30-caliber cartridges in light 
squad weapons. If you want full- 
automatic capability with .30-caliber 
cartridges, the laws of physics will 
dictate a user-objectionable 
weapon weight. 


M249 with 200-round plastic assault 
pack attached. Demonstrator wears 
U.S. Army experimental ballistics 
helmet. 
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Use of the bipod-mounted M16A1 
proved unsatisfactory in the 
sustained-fire role. Experiments were 
also conducted in the employment of 
the M60 GPMG at squad level. As 
eventually evolved, the M60 is a 
totally successful medium machine 
gun. However, at'23 pounds 
unloaded, its debilitating effect on 
squad-level maneuverability 
was unacceptable. 

During the period of 1972-74, the 
Squad Automatic Weapon (SAW) 
Project directed its attention to the 
muddy waters of caliber 
experimentation. The best known 
cartridge to emerge from this work 
was the 6x45mm XM732 steel-cased 
round which utilized a 106-grain 
projectile and had a muzzle velocity 
of 2,500 fps. 

By October 1976, the 5.56mm 
SAW program was initiated with a 
Material Need Document (MND), 
which was later revised into a Joint 
Service Operational Requirement 
(JSOR), endorsed by the Army, 
Marine Corps, Air Force and Coast 
Guard. This JSOR described the need 
for a one-man portable, lightweight 
machine gun capable of providing 
effective suppressive fire out to a 
range of 1,000 meters and defeating 
all anticipated types of body armor. 

The M249 machine gun was 
selected from a competitive 
evaluation of four candidate systems. 

The XM106 was developed by the 
Ballistics Research Laboratory at 
Aberdeen, Md. It is essentially a 
modified Ml6 firing from the open 
bolt, with a heavy, quick-change 
barrel, improved sight radius, using 
standard 30-round magazines or a 
riveted, spaced assembly of 
three magazines. 

The XM248 was the second system. 
It was initially developed by the 
Rodman Labs at Rock Island Arsenal 
as a 6mm weapon, and then turned 
over to Ford Aerospace 
Communications Corp. for further 
design improvement and conversion 
to caliber 5.56mm. This unusual 
entry is belt-fed with rotary drive and 
operates by means of a unique dual 
gas system with a three-lug 
rotating bolt. 

The third system was the SM262 
produced by Heckler and Koch. The 
XM262 makes use of the usual H&K 
roller-locked, retarded blowback 
action. The belt system is sprocket- 
driven. It has a quick-change barrel 
and can be fired in either the semi or 
full-automatic modes. 

The new 5.56mm XM249 SAW was 
developed by Fabrique Nationale of 
Belgium and first unveiled in 1974. 
Known in Europe as the FN Minimi, 
its development took place well before 
the NATO 5.56mm Second Caliber 




ABOVE: Handled barrel 
assembly helps hot-barrel 
change. RIGHT: Operator’s 
eye view of open SAW feed 
cover. BELOW: M249 spits 
links in full-auto fire. 
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M249 5.56 SAW will fire M855 
5.56inin ball cartridge using Belgian 
SSI09 62-grain projectile at cyclic 
rate of fire of 750-950 rpm. 



ABOVE: SAW front sight and gas 
regulator. BELOW: Textured, curved 
butt pad. 



Standardization Agreement (STANAG 
4172) to assure commonality of 
ammunition. It was a calculated risk 
that has paid off handsomely for FN 
and once again thrusts the company 
into the forefront of military small- 
arms technology. 

Included in the type classification 
action of 1 February 1982 were the 
important new ammunition 
components of the SAW system. The 
M855 5.56mm ball cartridge uses the 
Belgian SS109 bullet which weighs 
62 grains and contains a hardened- 
steel penetrator frontal core and lead 
base encased in a copper Jacket. The 
bullet is green-tipped as this is the 
new NATO color code for this type of 
ammunition. This improved projectile 
requires a rifling twist of 1 turn in 7 
inches to stabilize the bullet in flight, 
as opposed to the old Ml93 bullet 
which needs a twist of 1 turn 
in 12 inches. 

The new M856 5.56mm tracer 
cartridge uses the new longer LI 10 
projectile which weighs 64 grains and 
encases the tracer element as well as 
the lead core in a gilded metal-clad 
steel jacket* allowing for an 
unprecedented 900-meter burn-out. 
This was a much criticized area 
in the past. 

The M27 link, like its Stoner 
predecessor, is a scaled-down M13 
link (used with the M60 and FN 
MAG). The experimental XM27 links 
were first made by Borg Warner and 
later by Wells Marine Inc. I have been 
informed that a quantity of them were 
sent to the Navy SEALs for use with 
their Stoner 63 machine guns and 
that they did not work well (probably 
due to the Navy’s almost worn-out 
Stoners rather than the new links). 

For at least the first year FN will be 
supplying the ammunition which will 
be packaged and linked in a 
200-round plastic assault pack with a 
ratio of four ball to one tracer. 

The testing which resulted in 
selection of the M249 was an 
extensive and awesome process. A 
detailed examination of the SAW 
trials underlines the user-oriented 
nature of the test procedures. 

The SAW trials commenced with a 
visual, non-destructive examination of 
all four candidate systems. 
Measurements were taken and parts- 
interchangeability tests were 
conducted. All four candidate 
weapons went through the entire test 
program. The guns were cleaned 
every 2,000 rounds. 

Cook-off tests followed and the rate 
of fire was specified at 85 rounds per 
minute without spontaneous 
detonation of ammunition in the 
chamber. While three of the weapons 
fire from the open-bolt position, the 
possibility of the bolt going into 



M249 SAW utilizing M16 30-rd. 
magazine. 


battery with a broken firing pin is 
conceivable. The machine guns were 
fired with and without lubricant and 
also tested for noise level. The 
position disclosure test examined the 
flash and smoke characteristics and 
the ejection power of each system. 

The weapons were then immersed 
in salt water for a period of time, 
while loaded, and Bred without 
cleaning. The guns were also placed 
in a temperature humidity cabinet for 
10 days — to simulate a tropical 
environment — and again Bred 
without cleaning. The mud tests were 
of two types. First the guns were 
dunked in the mud bath, quickly 
wiped off and Bred. Then the weapons 
were dunked again and allowed to dry 
for four hours. After the mud was 
hurriedly chipped off, the guns were 
Bred. In both instances only the 
muzzles were taped. 

Two kinds of sand and dust tests 
were conducted. In the static test the 
weapons were laid in the material and 
then fired. The guns were fired with 
magazine and belt changes while the 
test medium was blown on them 
during the dynamic sand 
and dust test. 

As rain washes away lubricants, a 
water spray test was held, followed by 
an icing test. The guns were also fired 
at extreme temperatures: 155®F and 
-50®F. The sustained-firing test 
involved firing 700 rounds in five 
minutes at varying rates of fire: 200 
rpm for two minutes and 100 rpm for 
three minutes. 

A ballistic performance test tracked 
the projectiles by radar. The 
trajectory of the new SS109 bullet is 
approximately the same as that of the 
M80 (7.62mm NATO) ball projectile. 
The accuracy and dispersion tests 
demonstrated that the considerable 
performance gap in crosswind effect 
between the 7.62mm M80 bullet and 
the old 5.56mm M193 projectile has 
been markedly narrowed by the new 
SSI09 bullet. Results of the 
penetration tests were outstanding. 

The SSI09 5.56mm bullet easily 
outperforms the M80 7.62mm, as it 
will penetrate the U.S. Army steef 
helmet at 1,100 meters. 
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The old and the new: 1) Old M196 
tracer projectile as used in M16A1 
AR; 2) new LI 10 tracer projectile as 
used in M249 SAW; 3) LI 10 Tracer 
in cross section, showing large 
amount of trace element and gilded 
metal-clad steel jacket which allows 
900-meter tracer bum; 4) SSI09 ball 
projectile cross section (with 
hardened-steel penetrator and lead 
base) which allows penetration of 
U.S. steel helmet at 1,100 meters; 5) 
SSI09 ball projectile with green-tip 
color code; 6) current issue Ml93 
ball projectile. 

The endurance test examined 
reliability and durability. Reliability is 
a user measurement of the mean 
rounds between failures. There are 
three categories of failures: Class 1, 
Immediately Clearable, i.e., the 
gunner can clear the stoppage in 10 
seconds or less by a simple action, 
such as re-charging the weapon; 

Class 2, Clearable, the stoppage will 
take longer than 10 seconds but less 
than 10 minutes to clear by the 
operator and may involve some 
disassembly and use of the cleaning- 
kit tools; and Class 3, Severe, a 
stoppage the operator cannot clear by 
himself, such as broken parts, and 
which requires an armorer. The 
candidate weapons were judged 
against minimum acceptable level of 
reliability and the so-called '*Blue 
Sky,” or hoped-for Specified Levels. 
With a 95-percent confidence factor 
that the next specimen would perform 
at the same plateau as the test gun, 
the XM249 exceeded the Specified 
Reliability Levels in Class 1 and 2 
failures and came close to the 
Specified Levels in Class 3 failures. A 
50,000-round receiver life is expected. 
The Minimi’s overall performance was 
outstanding and it was the clear 
winner of the SAW trials. 

A subsequent extensive Operational 
Test (OTl) of the XM249 was held at 
Ft. Benning, Ga. The results 
reinforced the SAW trial conclusions. 
The XM249’s performance was so 
superlative that the Army decided 
there was no need for the normal 
follow-on OT2. The only remaining 
critical OT issue was the hit 
capability of the XM249. To address 
this, the Marines, using a platoon of 
their own operators, conducted 
exhaustive hit-probability experiments 
at Aberdeen Proving Grounds, Md. 


The results far exceeded their 
expectations and, in general, the 
Army and USMC acceptance of their 
new squad automatic has 
been enthusiastic. 

The M249 is gas-operated. When 
combined with a regulator, only gas 
operation can effectively control the 
available power to the specific needs 
of the moment. The M249’s rotary 
gas regulator is a simplification of the 
FN MAG’s regulator. It has two 
positions, normal and adverse, and is 
hand-adjustable. The adverse position 
increases the cyclic rate somewhat 
and it can be expected that fire-team 
leaders will all too often opt for this 
alternative. If this is done, however, it 
can be expected that reliability will 
deteriorate due to the increased cyclic 
rate. The only real disadvantage to 
gas systems is an increase in fouling 
over recoil-operated weapons — a 
problem compounded by the current 
emphasis on the use of ball-type 
powders. Ball propellants also 
generate more muzzle flash; however, 
they usually burn cooler than IMR- 
type powders, an acceptable trade-off, 
except when attempting to ignite 
tracer elements. 

In normal operation, the M249’$ 
piston is forced to the rear by gas 
tapped from the barrel’s ports near 
the muzzle end. The bolt carrier 
begins its rearward motion with the 
bolt itself still locked into the barrel 
extension. The chamber pressure has 
dropped to an acceptable level by the 
time a cam in the bolt carrier rotates 
and unlocks the bolt. Gas escaping 
from the system is directed upward 
into the atmosphere, not downward 
as with the M60, which is notorious 
for its position-disclosing dust swirls. 

Extraction problems have plagued 
5.56mm weapons. The M249’s 
remarkable reliability is largely a 
consequence of an extraction process 
which is initiated only after its rotary 
bolt has unlocked. This delay allows 
the case to contract and release its 
frictional grip on the chamber walls. 
The two rails welded to the receiver 
walls on which the bolt and carrier 
ride throughout the extent of their 
travel also contribute significantly to 
the smoothness of operation and the 
unique absence of stoppages and 
parts breakage. 

Rotary bolts have been in use for 
some time. Early examples include 
the little-known Czech ZK 420S rifle 
in 7.92mm and the Johnson M1941 
and M1944 light machine guns. The 
M60 GPMG, the M16 and the famed 
Kalashnikov assault rifles also utilize 
rotary bolts. In most of these systems 
the bolt is locked into lugs in the 
barrel extension rather than the 
receiver, as is the case with the 
M249: It results In more positive head 



Ammunition will be packaged and 
linked in 200-round plastic assault 
pack with ratio of four ball to one 
tracer. 
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Deadly accuracy from reclining 
bipod fire. M249 in full-auto with 
200-round plastic assault pack. 


M249 SQUAD 
AUTOMATIC 
SPECIFICATIONS 

WEIGHTS: M249 Machine 
Gun (with sling and 

Cleaning kit).15.5 lbs. 

200 rounds of ammunition 
(linked in assault pack) . . , . ♦ . 6.4 lbs. 
30 rounds of ammunition 
(loaded in M16 

magazine).1.01b. 

BARREL LENGTH: .... 18.3 inches 
OVERALL LENGTH:. . .41.4 inches 
OPERATION: Gas, with two-position 
regulator. 

CYCLIC RATE OF FIRE: 750-950 
rpm. 

METHOD OF LOCKING: Rotating 
bolt head. 

RIFLING: 6 grooves Right Hand; 1 
turn in 7 inches. 



space and allows cheaper, lighter 
construction of the receiver. The 
M249’s steel receiver utilizes welded 
joints rather than pins and 
riveted construction. 

Innovative features abound on the 
M249, not the least of which is its 
amazing capacity to accept either 
disintegrating link belts or the M16 
30-round box magazine without 
modification. It is intended that 
riflemen in the squad will turn over 
magazines to the M249 gunner only 
in an emergency. When a belt is in 
the feed tray it covers the magazine 
port. Likewise, an inserted magazine 
protrudes outward to warn against 
simultaneous insertion of a belt. 
Under normal circumstances the 
M249 gunner will move out with 600 
rounds of ammunition, 200 in the 
assault pack attached to the weapon 
and two additional 200-round assault 
packs attached to his web gear. 

Two hundred rounds of linked 
5.56mm weigh about six pounds as 
against 12 pounds for 200 rounds of 
linked 7.62mm. That’s an 18-pound 
difference in a 600-round load, plus 
an additional seven-pound saving in 
weapon weight over the M60. 
Although this may be scoflingly 
dismissed by gun writers who 
continue to advocate .30-caliber 
weapons, anyone who has humped 
the boonies will breathe a 
sigh of relief. 

The M249 has a chrome-lined bore 
and a three-second quick-change 
barrel. Unlike the M60, the M249’s 
feed cover can be closed with the bolt 
in any position along the feed cam. 
The tubular-aluminum skeleton stock 
and its folding wire buttstrap are 
weight-saving contributions to the 
gun’s comfortable 15.5 pounds. The 
M249’s push-button safety and 
elimination of the semiautomatic 
mode simplify the sear mechanism. A 
loaded belt indicator has been 
provided for night use and the rear 
sight is adjustable to 1,000 meters. 

At present the M249 uses the 
standard FN FAL pistol grip, but this 
will be altered in the production 
models. The grip angle will not be as 
sharp, the bottom flare will be 
eliminated, a Anger swell will be 
incorporated below the trigger guard 
and the current U.S. lubricant bottle 
will be inserted. 

The M249 can be flred from the 
M122 tripod, using the M60 pintle 
and a different adaptor for the T&E 


M249 SAW with feed cover open and 
stock folded down. FN FAL pistol 
grip will be altered in new 
produertion model. 


(Traverse & Elevation) mechanism. 
The M122 tripod is of course the old 
Browning M1919A4/A6 M2 tripod 
modifled for use with the M60 after 
the mount originally intended for the 
M60 (the M91) self-destructed during 
the Aberdeen tests. While not entirely 
satisfactory, the Ml22 tripod is 
already in the inventory and, in any 
event, the M249 is expected to see 
little use in this configuration. The 
M249 can also be mounted on the FN 
MAG tripod, a far sturdier affair. 

The Marines expect to issue each 
M249 gunner with one spare barrel. 

At this time the Army has no plans to 
issue spare barrels at the squad level. 

During the tests which led to its 
adoption, 29 different XM249s had 
more than 500,000 rounds Ared 
through them. Unlike most gun 
writers, who can tell you everything 
you will ever need to know about a 
particular weapon affer Aring less 
than 100 rounds through it, it would 
be more than presumptuous of me to 
imply that observing and Aring 500 to 
J1,000 rounds through the M249 in 
one affernoon could possibly generate 
any really signiAcant conclusions. The 
weapon 1 Ared had already more than 
10,000 rounds Ared through it. The 
only time this vicious little jewel 
stopped cranking was during belt 
changes. I encountered no 
malfunctions or stoppages 
of any kind. 

1 Ared the M249 from the prone, 
kneeling and standing positions and 
from the hip assault position, using 
the M60 padded sling (which will be 
issued with the gun). Its handling 
characteristics border on the 
phenomenal. While less than 22 
pounds with a loaded 200-round 
assault pack, the standing position is 
nevertheless an expediency measure 
only. The weapon is far more 
comfortable to Are for more extended 
periods of time in the kneeling and 
hip assault positions. When down in 
the prone position, watch out! It’s 
deadly. The hit capability is literally 
astounding. With a cyclic rate of 750 
to 950 rpm (dependent upon 
ammunition, gas regulator setting 
and degree of fouling present), it was 
difficult for me to tick off bursts of 
less than three to four rounds. 
However, the hit probability is so 
high that the Army actually 
recommends Ave- to six-round bursts. 

Although 1 have Ared more than 
several hundred different types of 
automatic weapons, 1 have never 
been more impressed. The M249 is 
quite obviously the right choice at the 
right time by a pretty damn righteous 
group of people. The M249 should be 
in the hands of the troops some time 
between December 1983 and March 
1984. Thank God. 
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AMERICAN SEAli^YS 
ADVENTURES 



Part 2: Staying Afloat in the Maritime Market 


1^:rWnii»ii:V. Mole 


Smaller coastal freighter hauls containerized loads around U.S. 
littoral. Photo: Skyfotos 


PART I: The merchant marine is made 
up of neither merchants nor marines but 
it certainly represents one of the oldest 
and most steadily employed classes of 
men who confront danger for money. In 
the modern merchant marine, ranks are 
modelled on the navy, but then again, 
the navy may have originally been 
modelled on these ancient sea rovers. 
Pay is higher than in the navy, crews are 
smaller, contracts shorter, food better 
and service more diverse. 

This all sounds easy and prof itable. It 
can be lucrative, but work in the mer¬ 
chant marine is rarely easy. Each man 
does the work of several naval sailors, 
and most who do well and serve long are 
highly trained specialists. The first step 
in qualification as a real merchant sailor 
is the coveted ”Z-card. " 

Nearly impossible to obtain without 
connections or prior naval service, the 


Z-card is the merchant seaman *s ticket 
to adventure and profit, but it is only 
basic admission to the profession. To 
advance and guarantee employment, the 
sailor needs to acquire other qualifica¬ 
tions, diplomas and certifications, but 
the Z-card virtually guarantees admis¬ 
sion to the many schools and programs 
for the able and ambitious sailor. 

Nearly all of this applies to deep- 
sea sailing, but similar rules and re¬ 
quirements apply to shipping in Amer¬ 
ican waters, as Part 2 of this three- 
part article shows. 

Although some unions run entry- 
xm rating programs, the largest deck- 
officer union, The International Organi¬ 
zation of Masters, Mates and Pilots 
(lOMM&P), has none. What it does 
have is a magnificent complex called the 
Maritime Institute of Technology and 


Graduate Studies, located at 5700 Ham¬ 
monds Ferry Road, Linthicum Heights, 
MD 21090. 

The courses are strictly for those who 
already hold deck licenses. Although 
most of the students are members of the 
lOMM&P, the institute has had classes 
attended by foreign officers, including 
some Soviets during detente days. The 
school, located near Baltimore, offers 
courses on collision-avoidance radar 
simulators, cargo operations of tankers, 
automated bridge-console operation, 
and a license-advancement program. Al¬ 
though none of these courses — nor the 
school itself — are of interest to the pro¬ 
spective seaman seeking a Z-card, I have 
listed them to emphasize that — as with 
engineers, radio operators and unli¬ 
censed personnel — once in the industry, 
training for advancement is readily 
available to the individual sailor. 
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The oldest continuous maritime-train¬ 
ing school in the United States is the 
Merchant Marine School of the 
Seaman’s Church Institute (SCI), 15 
State Street, New York, NY 10004. This 
is not an entry program; admittance pre¬ 
supposes having papers and enough ser¬ 
vice to be eligible for an officer’s test. 
The school teaches both deck and engi¬ 
neering officers and is aimed toward up¬ 
grading of licenses. It also has courses 
for small-boat-operator licenses. 

The SCI school has additional courses 
in fire fighting, CPR (cardio-pulminary 
resuscitation), electronic navigation and 
gyrocompass maintenance. Among its 
students are many foreigners who are in 
the process of upgrading their Liberian 
and Panamanian tickets as well as Amer¬ 
icans seeking U.S. Coast Guard-issued 
licenses. It is not directly connected with 
any union and therefore does not obli¬ 
gate its students to sail under specific un¬ 
ion, company or national colors. The 
student pays for his training but gets a 
break on his room cost if he decides to 
stay in the club. 

The same school has a certificate pro¬ 
gram in maritime transportation. This is 
the FDR School, at the same address, 
whose evening program is aimed more at 
the individual on the shore side of the 
maritime world. Courses cover basic 
shipping practices, maritime law and 
container port operation, and special¬ 
ized courses such as ship stability and 
oceanography. Though primarily for 
shore personnel, the program is open to 
sailors too. In fact, seamen are en¬ 
couraged to attend any of the courses 
and rank or rate is of no consequence. 

This training is valuable for the sea¬ 
man for several reasons. First, he learns 
to understand the problems faced by 
shore personnel in shipping-company 
offices and, second, if he ever wishes to 
seek a job ashore, his certificate would 
carry weight on an employment applica¬ 
tion. Also, attending this program lets 
one meet many people directly involved 
in shipping. Contacts are all-valuable in 
the seaman’s world, and this school is a 
good place to make them. 

So far, I have stayed mainly on the 
deep-sea side of shipping: the “big” 
ships. I have presented the problem of 
getting the Z-card honestly. There is, 
however, another way to go. 

The United States has a vast river, 
lake and inland-waterway system. The 
so-called “tow” boat is really a pusher; 
strings of barges are pushed by large 
vessels for hundreds of miles. As the 
tows proceed they occasionally stop and, 
while still officially underway, hover in 
midstream as smaller towboats remove 
or add barges to the strings. All along 
the waterway system, small fleets of 
these boats operate on a local level. 
Some of the large fleets are unionized; 
the majority of the smaller ones are not. 

As with sea-going companies, even the 


non-union towboat operator is reluctant 
to give the “walk-in” a letter of commit¬ 
ment. He wants experienced personnel 
— and rightly so. The National River 
Academy (NRA), P.O. Drawer 827, He¬ 
lena, AR 72343, comes in here. 

The NRA is a private school which re¬ 
ceives some support from various river- 
boat operating companies. It will help its 
graduates obtain employment with one 
of these companies upon successful 
completion of any entry-level deckhand¬ 
training program. The graduate is com¬ 
mitted neither to sail with any specific 
company nor to sail for any set length of 
time. He is not tied to a union. And, 
since he must pay his own tuition, he is 
not obligated to a company or union. He 
could legally go through the program. 


receive his Z-card and training for river 
work and then go into the deep-sea trade 
via the union or oil-company route. 

In actual practice, after receiving river 
training, it is more likely that the new 
deckhand would remain in the river 
trade for some time. Its benefits are in 
the short terms of duty, usually on a 
10-day on/off or a two-week-on/off 
system. (No six-month assignments to 
the Arabian Gulf run here.) If assign¬ 
ment is to a long-haul boat, pushing the 
big strings, the deckhand will be under¬ 
way most of the time. If to a small boat 
working out of a grain port, he could 
conceivably be home every night. 

The facts are: Watches, when under¬ 
way, are stood on a six-hour-on/off 
schedule. Note this well: no eight-hour 
days as in ocean ships, but a 12-hour day 
(with the extra four, in most cases, not 
being paid at an overtime rate). Time 


ashore is — sometimes — a paid vaca¬ 
tion. In other companies, vacation pay is 
cranked into the salary paid when on the 
boat. Possibly the best thing about river 
work is the excellent food. Quarters are 
adequate but the diesels, pounding a few 
yards away, take a bit of getting used to 
when one tries to sleep off watch. 

The NRA has the all-important entry 
training as well as advanced training for 
tankerman, steersman, mate and, 
ultimately, pilot. Entry requirements are 
a minimum age of 18 and the ability to 
pass a physical which includes X-rays of 
the lower spine. Schooling runs for two 
weeks and is on the regular six-hours- 
on/off schedule the trainee will be work¬ 
ing on a riverboat. Safety training is em¬ 
phasized and first-aid courses are given. 


Actual practice on deck, on a real tow¬ 
boat, puts classroom training into use. 
Since crew turnover is high in towboat 
companies — a rate of 90 percent for 
deckhands, according to NRA — job 
placement is relatively easy for the 
school trainee upon graduation. 

We must also consider harbor tugs, 
the boats which help the sea-going ships 
dock and undock and which move 
barges in harbor areas. Since most of 
these are union-contracted boats, it is 
difficult to find employment on them 
unless the applicant has his Z-card and 
some experience. 

A few small harbor and river-run tan¬ 
kers still exist, but employment on them 
is not available to the inexperienced. 
Most coastal passenger ships are no 
longer running, although cruise oper¬ 
ators such as Circle Line and Day Line 
of New York City have some openings in 
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the summer. Ferry boats run by cities 
and states are another possible source of 
jobs, but, in many areas, the small craft 
are family-run and outsiders will find 
them more restrictive than any union. 

Even faster growing than river trade is 
the off-shore oil industry. Places such as 
-Venice and Morgan City, La., look like 
a combination of a staging area for an 
invasion and a gold-rush boom town: 
High-speed “swift-boat*'-class crew car¬ 
riers, engines screaming, pass tugs and 
supply boats; sea planes and helicopters 
vie for air space. If you want a place that 
gives the feeling of “here is where it’s 
at,” rather than quiet days playing catch 
on a tanker deck, or of watching the 
towns go slowly by as you chug up the 
Mississippi, this apparent — but actually 
well-organized — pandemonium may be 
what you want. 

Jobs abound. If you have the Z-card 
you can ship. As on the river, it’s a cou¬ 
ple of weeks on and a couple off, and as 
far as the watches go, the work comes in 
bursts and can be physically demanding. 
Most jobs are non-union. Pay is good. 
Again, as on all small ships, the food is 
excellent. 

Offshore Research Service, P.O. Box 
2606 NSU, Thibodaux, LA 70301, is 
neither a training service nor an em¬ 
ployer. It is, however, the definitive 
source of information on employment 
opportunities in this phase of the mer¬ 


chant marine and it publishes a book on 
the subject as well as a list of companies, 
.complete with phone numbers. This ser¬ 
vice is highly recommended. 

Some of these ships — and ships they 
are — are more than 200 feet long and 
have well over 10,000 horsepower. 
Wages for ordinary seamen are similar 
to those on the river, in the neighbor¬ 
hood of $50 to $65 a day, sometimes bet¬ 
ter. Overseas jobs exist for many of the 
operators, and these assignments carry 
extra pay and extended vacations when 
the contract, which lasts six months or 
so, has ended. 

Off-shore Oil 
Ships Sail The 
Seven Seas 


Large oil well-drilling ships such as 
those of SEDCO of Houston work all 
over the world. Contracts here are usual¬ 
ly for two years, with duty being a 
month on and a month ashore. Char¬ 
tered aircraft carry the crews to nearby 
bases and helicopters take them to the 
ships. At the end of the month, sailors 
are returned to the States at company ex¬ 
pense. Pay is high, food excellent with 
round-the-clock feeding due to the con¬ 


tinuous drilling work. Employment is 
restricted in the entry grades and, of 
course, these companies do not operate 
training programs. Generally they are 
non-union operations. 

Shipping on the Great Lakes includes 
tugs, barges and large-bulk carriers. 
Most of these ships carry coal, coke and 
iron-ore pellets. They are owned by both 
steel companies and independent ship¬ 
ping firms. Each of the vessels, though 
of sea-going size, is specially-built for 
use on these inland waters. The deck 
house is directly forward, right up on the 
bow, and there are other accommoda¬ 
tions aft, over the engine room. Crews 
are smaller than on deep-sea craft. The 
crewmen are often hired directly by the 
steamship companies, but some com¬ 
panies are unionized. The trend is 
toward unionization. Some of the ships 
are very old, compared to ocean ship¬ 
ping, and a few are still coal-burners. 

There is a “season” on the lakes. 
When they freeze up, shipping stops. In 
recent years, concentrated efforts by 
American Coast Guard and Canadian 
government ice-breakers have extended 
the “season” through most of the year. 
It is believed that soon shipping will be 
year-round. 

To my knowledge, no special training 
exists for lake entry ratings, and it is 
doubtful that letters of commitment 
could be easily obtained in that area. 
Lake shipping remains a specialized field 
in which automated, modernized vessels 
are just beginning to replace the elderly 
American and Canadian fleets. 

The pay on American flag ships is ex¬ 
cellent. The few non-union shippers 
must, in order to find crews, meet the 
wage scales of union-contracted vessels 
or provide other perquisites, such as 
guaranteed paid vacations in excess of 
the number of days the union plans pro¬ 
vide. These benefits tend to balance out 
among the various unions and com¬ 
panies. While base pay may be higher on 
an oil-company tanker, a union-con¬ 
tracted tanker may have more jobs that 
receive premium or overtime pay. It is 
not uncommon for a seaman on a tanker 
to have as many as five or six separate 
rates of overtime, depending on the type 
of work done, it being on or off watch, 
or on weekdays or weekends. 

Pay in the entry ratings goes some¬ 
thing like this: ordinary seaman (OS) 
$850 a month plus overtime of about 
$550 (this is $1,400 a month for chipping 
paint and making coffee). Also, he 
would be earning vacation days, paid at 
the rate of about 10 for each month 
worked. Although this is not high by to¬ 
day’s assembly-line pay rates, we must 
also consider the free food and lodging 
on the ship. A wiper in the engine room 
makes roughly $1,000 base pay, since his 
weekends are not guaranteed as are 
those of the OS. He earns about $650 a 
month overtime for a total of about 



Canal boats like this replace trucks and trains in a land with water 
roads. Oil tanker is docked at Botlek, Holland. Photo: W.P, Mote 
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Ram prow distinguishes pusher tug in Houston., Texas, harbor. 
Pushers move strings of barges around Gulf. Photo: W. P. Mote 


$1,650. The dishwasher also gets about 
$1,400 a month — way ahead of mini¬ 
mum wages ashore. These figures should 
be used only as estimates. Rates vary be¬ 
tween companies and unions, although 
they tend to balance out. 

The pay is not tax-free. Merchant sea¬ 
men must pay federal and Social Secur¬ 
ity taxes, as well as tax in their state of 
residence. The story of seamen staying 
out of the States for 18 months and then 
not having to pay tax is bunk: The ship 
is a piece of the United States of 
America. The sailor also has to pay his 
union dues. These, of course, are tax- 
deductible as are expenses for work 
clothing, necessary books and equip¬ 
ment and transportation to and from the 
vessel (when joining and leaving) if not 
paid by the shipping company. 

If a seaman joins a ship overseas — if 
sent there by an American company — 
air fare is often required to be paid at 
first-class rate, allowing him to fly 
tourist and pocket several hundred tax- 
free dollars in cash. 

As a seaman’s rating goes up, so does 
his pay. ABs make well over $2,CXX) a 
month and on tankers with a lot of tank 
cleaning to be done, $3,500 or more. 
Junior officers of third mate/engineer 
rank make about $3,500 per month, al¬ 
though this wage can vary radically be¬ 
tween ships of the same company and 
between companies and fleets — even 
when all are under the same basic union 
contract. The base wages are more or 
less fixed; overtime is the variable. 
Radio officers make an average of 
$4,000 a month and are currently getting 
23 days’ vacation for 30 worked in tank¬ 
ers and container vessels: the “fast-turn¬ 


around” ships. A day of vacation for a 
day of work is the goal and will soon be 
a reality. The chief mates and first assis¬ 
tant engineers often earn more than their 
bosses, the captain and chief engineer, 
due to high overtime. We find men with 
command-grade licenses sailing one step 
down for the better money. 

So, the pay, even in the lowest grades, 
compares quite favorably with that 
ashore, and junior officers can make 
wages that outstrip those of the so-called 
captains of industry — while working six 
months each year. 


Cooks Can 
Make Or Break 
A Ship 


Cooks can make or break a ship. 
Ships under American flag offer three to 
five entrees at each meal. The various 
unions and companies have feeding 
plans for guidelines; the ship’s chief 
steward plans his menus around them. 

Meats are divided into classes and a 
first-class meat is served at each meal. A 
protein dish other than meat is consid¬ 
ered equal for second or third choice. 
Thus cheese in the form of Welsh rarebit 
or golden-buck-style eggs may appear 
with pork chops or Virginia ham. There 
are third-class meats too. These include 
tongue, tripe and ox tails. Fish dishes are 
not limited to Fridays. Sunday and 


Thursday are traditionally days for tur¬ 
key at lunch and steak for supper, under 
American flag. (Some companies seem 
to emphasize certain dishes. Sea Land 
leans heavily on corned beef with plenty 
of cabbage. Farrell Lines was on a fish 
fad recently and one of the choices at 
each main meal was some sort of fish 
dish. Waterman and Delta ships and 
those of Lykes are based in the Mobile 
and New Orleans areas and serve more 
southern-style foods.) 

Because crews come from so many 
ethnic, national, regional and religious 
backgrounds, the chief steward has to 
try to satisfy all hands. For example, the 
number of Puerto Rican seamen has in¬ 
creased rapidly in recent years, together 
with Cubans and sailors from other 
South American and Central American 
nations. Thirty years ago, when crews 
were Anglo, potatoes were the favorite 
starch. Now, because the majority 
prefer rice, the cooks have altered their 
menus accordingly. 

Eggs, a protein, can be served at any 
meal, and omelets are often available for 
lunch and dinner — the evening meal is 
one-third of the crew’s breakfast. Eggs 
seem to be enjoyed by all. Fried chicken 
is always a favorite. Almost everyone 
likes ice cream — and as one captain re¬ 
cently pointed out to me, there are more 
fresh strawberries served on our ships 
than the old standby — navy beans. 

The contract feeding plans call for 
fresh vegetables, bread and milk to be 
put aboard in each port. Generally this 
rule is observed, but problems can occur 
overseas. On longer trips, a good baker 
is a blessing and since he also cooks 
breakfast, a visit to the galley at 0500 
can result in a sample of sweet rolls or 
apple turnovers. 

Unfortunately, the trend today is to¬ 
ward smaller stewards’ departments. 
The chief steward often doubles as chief 
cook. The vegetable or third cook may 
both bake and cook breakfast. This re¬ 
quires such time-saving methods as the 
substitution of frozen pies, pastries and 
breads for fresh-baked goods. This 
trend has extended to meats as well. Al¬ 
though I wouldn’t want to return to the 
old days when a voyage started with 
loading live chickens and a sheep or two 
aboard for fresh meat, the thought of 
TV dinners turns my stomach. It hasn’t 
yet reached that point — but is at the 
stage of preportioned meats, and the 
chief steward no longer hacks away with 
a Chinese chopper at a side of beef to 
produce Sunday’s steaks. Now they 
come in a box, each wrapped in plastic, 
trimmed to shape and of equal weight. 

Some newer tankers have a cafeteria 
system for eating. Each man picks the 
items he wants and pops them into a 
microwave oven to zap them to whatever 
degree of doneness he desires. Don’t 
blame the cook here if your steak is too 
well-done — you pushed the button 
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Riverine pusher-tug mpves load many times its weight. Photo: W. 
P. Mote 


yourself! On most ships, though, feed¬ 
ing is not do-it-yourself. The messman 
takes the crewman’s order, goes tb the 
pantry, gets the food from the cooks and 
brings it to the table. He also cledns up 
after the meal, so the seaman won’t have 
to balance plates to the dishwasher. 
Salads remain a do-it-yourself project at 
the salad bar with its assortment of 
dressings. The “two-pot” system of 
feeding is long-gone — officers and 
unlicensed crew eat the same food. 

Besides three meals a day, night 
lunches are placed in the lounge refriger¬ 
ators. They consist of various cold cuts 
and cheeses. Often potato, macaroni or 
tuna salad is put out — and in emer¬ 
gencies, there is always peanut butter. 

The average freighter carries some 
350-plus items on its foodstuff inven¬ 
tory. The item, “assorted jellies,” may 
include six or seven varieties; “assorted 
condiments” include A-1 Sauce®, Wor- 
chestershire sauce, catsup and hot sauce. 
“Assorted pickles” may yield eight 
kinds of relish, pickles and peppers. 
Therefore, the actual list of individual 
items in the storerooms is closer to 500. 
This food goes into frozen-meat lockers, 
the fish “box” (a large freezer), dry- 
store and canned-goods storage rooms. 
There is a chill box for milk and a thaw 
room for next day’s frozen meats. Pota¬ 
toes and onions still come aboard in 
large sacks. 

This amount is needed to feed be¬ 
tween 30 and 45 people three daily meals 
that give a choice of three to six entrees, 
vegetables, soups, salads, desserts and 
beverages. When you add the cleaning 
gear and linens to this inventory, you 
can see why the chief steward often goes 
around with a worried look. 

Richard Henry Dana, in Two Years 
Before the Mast, wrote a beautiful 
description of life on the sailing vessel 
Pilgrim. The conditions he wrote of 
many men squeezed into a tiny fo’c’sle, 
miserable food and long, hard working 
hours — only ceased to exist in the last 
40 years. Dana’s world survived until the 
start of WWII, since sailing ships were 
still in commercial service then. The 
newer ships of that era, those built in the 
’20s and ’30s, were modern by the stan¬ 
dards of their day, but even the ships 
built during the war had three or more 
crewmen to a room and an entire depart¬ 
ment shared a “head.” As for laundry 
facilities, there were none. Betterment of 
shipboard living conditions was one of 
the main reasons that the maritime 
unions came into existence. 

From the “donkey’s breakfast” and 
straw-filled mattresses of sailing days, 
shipboard life now features wall-to-wall 
carpeted rooms for every seaman. On 
some ships, two channels of music are 
piped into the quarters around the clock. 
Most vessels have movies or TV-tape 
systems, and some have game rooms 
with gym equipment. Of course, not all 


ships are this modern, but nearly all 
are now air-conditioned and many have 
individual temperature controls in 
each man’s room. Clean, comfortable 
lounges give the officers and crewmen 
areas in which to meet during off-duty 
hours for card games or gossip. Librar¬ 
ies are put aboard by the American Mer¬ 
chant Marine Library Association. The 
bunk bed, so popular even into the ’60s, 
has, in many cases, been replaced by a 
regular double bed. On some ships we 
still find the green sheets mentioned in 
books of old — only now they are 
fashionable pastels. 


Merchant Mariners 
Clubs For 
The Sailor 
On The Beach 


Sometimes, when fishing is good at an 
anchorage, a fish fry is held. Some 
vessels have regular cookouts — on one 
ship on which I served we had crawfish 
and oyster parties. Of course, it is the 
men who make the ship, and it is a lucky 
crew when most are compatible. 

The seamen’s club, seamen’s home, 
seamen’s mission — whatever it is called 
and wherever in the world it is located — 
provides a focal point for the merchant 
mariner. These institutions — like the 
men they serve — come in all shapes, 
sizes, religions and political affiliations. 
In the West, most are church-sponsored; 
they range from the tiny trailer parked 
on a pier that offers coffee to crewmen 
returning from town to the 26-story 
Seamen’s Church Institute (SCI) in New 


York. The seaman on the beach, whe¬ 
ther on shore leave from his ship or on 
an extended vacation leave, can choose 
from hundreds of these clubs, in almost 
any port of the world. 

The SCI is operated by the Episcopal 
Church; the Church of England has the 
Flying Angd Clubs; the Catholic 
Church mmntains the Stella Maris 
Clubs; England, that traditional mari¬ 
time nation, sponsors the majority of 
the world’s clubs. All clubs are open to 
anyone as long as he or she is a bona fide 
sailor. One organization of clubs, the 
USS (the United Seamen’s Service) has 
its headquarters in New York. This 
USO-type operation has about a dozen 
clubs scattered worldwide. I can’t give 
an exact count because the USS has suf¬ 
fered from the “you-win-some-you-lose- 
some’’ syndrome over the past few 
years. Two clubs were lost in Vietnam as 
was the one in Iran when the Shah 
departed. The USS is now opening a new 
club in Panama to service crews of 
Alaskan oiltrade vessels. The Lutheran 
Church of Germany has a fairsized net¬ 
work of Deutsches Seemanns Haus Mis¬ 
sions that provide services as do those of 
the Scandinavian Seamen’s Church 
Clubs. The latter serve mostly their own 
nationals. Sailor’s Snug Harbor was a 
retirement home for seamen in New 
York for many years; it has been re¬ 
located in the south. 

Services vary with club size. Most 
have at least an information counter 
with literature about the port area. 
Usual facilities include restaurant, bar, 
gift shop, rooms, employment informa¬ 
tion, and postal and money-changing of¬ 
fice. Many have swimming pools, 
billiards, chess tables, chapels, libraries 
and counseling services, and a number 
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have classes on nautical subjects or the 
local language. Movies, TV and radio 
are sometimes available, and, at most, 
dances are held regularly. Some clubs 
also house museums where those in¬ 
terested in maritime history can trace the 
industry’s development. The Interna¬ 
tional Christian Maritime Association, 
150 Route de Ferney, 1211 Geneva 20, 
Switzerland, publishes a directory of 
clubs in the West. The clubs in the 
Eastern Bloc are state-run. They offer 
much the same services. 

Landlubbers seeking information 
about shipping out are almost always 
welcome in the clubs, although they are 
not permitted to stay overnight. The 
prospective seaman would do well to 
spend a few days listening to some of the 
sea stories told in the snack bar of one of 
these clubs. Here he would hear about 
both the good and the bad aspects of 
sailing. If in doubt as to his welcome, he 
can chat briefly with the resident 
chaplain — and would almost certainly 
get an okay to have a few beers and hear 
some first-hand information from the 
active-duty sailors. 

The U.S. Public Health Service has a 
nationwide system of hospitals and out¬ 
patient clinics. These treat both U.S. 
sailors and personnel of foreign ships 
when in U.S. waters or ports. Transpor¬ 
tation from ships at sea to the hospitals 
is provided by the Coast Guard either by 
cutter or helicopter. The Coast Guard’s 
radio stations are linked to the CIRM 
station in Rome, a free medical-advice 
service to ships anywhere in the world. 

In the United States, the unions have 
medical plans whereby the men and 
women in their service — and their 
families — are protected. They can go to 
any city hospital for treatment or opera¬ 
tions. These major-medical, dental, op¬ 
tical and out-patient benefits are of great 
value to the seaman. Some unions also 
operate clinics for members and provide 
a complete yearly check-up. Non-union 
employers almost always have some sort 


of medical insurance, often a Blue Cross 
group plan. The union plans are funded 
entirely by the shipping companies, but 
oil-company plans sometime require 
contributions from seamen as well. 

Vacation plans, like hospitalization, 
vary somewhat between companies and 
unions. They all come close to balancing 
out, though; some have more time off 
and some have higher pay when off. For 
many years, the non-union oil com¬ 
panies were far ahead of the unions in 
vacation davs. Now the officers in the 
unions are rapidly approaching one for 
one. The oil companies still retain one 
unique benefit, the profit-sharing plan, 
whereby the seaman makes a certain 
monthly contribution, matched dollar 
for dollar by the company, for the pur¬ 
chase of company stock. In order to get 
the full value, he must stay with the 
company until retirement. If he leaves 
before, he gets his part of the contribu¬ 
tion back, with interest. 

Retirement is another benefit. Various 
unions have various systems. Some re¬ 
quire that service amount to 20 years 
and count vacation days as days worked. 
Others require that the 20-year mini¬ 
mum actudly be spent aboard ships; to 
“go out on 20’’ would, in this case, ac¬ 
tually require many more years. It has 
been only in the last 20 or so years that a 
“20-year-out’’ existed at any age. Before 
then, retirement at 65 or 55 was the 
norm, if one had 20 years* service. 
Naturally, the retired seaman has his 
Social Security payments, which start at 
65, in addition to union or company re¬ 
tirement-plan pay. Since retirement pay 
is fairly low, compared to sailing wages, 
most sailors do not get out after 20 
years’ service. Furthermore, for each 
year sailed beyond the initial 20, the re¬ 
tirement benefits go up. When a sailor 
does finally “swallow the anchor,” he 
may do fairly well financially. 

Both non-union companies and 
unions have excellent life-insurance pro¬ 
grams. These fringe benefits are one ad¬ 


vantage of staying with a specific union 
or company. The man who belongs to 
more than one union is automatically 
cut off from benefits if he is found to be 
sailing under another plan. No pyra¬ 
miding of retirement or hospital benefits 
can take place. If he moves around, it is 
rare for a seaman to earn enough retire¬ 
ment “points” or “quarters.” How¬ 
ever, I do know of one case in which a 
man retired from an oil company after 
20 years’ service, started drawing his 
pension, then joined a union and re¬ 
shipped, a legal and — in his case — a 
very wise move. Also, in theory, an 
American seaman could retire from an 
American company or union and then 
sail under foreign flag. 

Many cities have “seamen’s stores” 
on their waterfronts. These shops sell 
everything from shoe laces to gifts for 
the family at home, and they will ship 
packages, insured. The gift services are 
extended to ships at sea. American-flag 
ships are covered by the FTD (Floral 
Telegram Delivery) system so the sailor 
can send flowers home. Candy, fruit 
baskets and sometimes cheeses and other 
goods can be cabled by radio too. For¬ 
eign-flag vessels, or at least those of 
European registry, use Interflora, a sea¬ 
going gift service with a catalog that 
rivals most mail-order houses. For the 
cost of the gift and a small radiogram 
charge, the seaman can send home items 
ranging from flowers and foodstuffs to 
nightgowns and liquors. 

Brown, Son and Ferguson, Ltd., 52 
Darnley St., Glasgow, G41 2SG, 
Scotland, publishes The Nautical 
Magazine primarily for members of the 
British merchant navy, but this long- 
running publication is just as interesting 
to U.S. readers. Various unions publish 
papers, and shipping companies and the 
seamen’s clubs or the churches which 
sponsor them put out magazines and 
newsletters. The Lookout Magazine is 
SCl’s quarterly. All these publications 
are of interest to the prospective seaman 
as general-information sources. He 
should read them from cover to cover — 
including the advertisements. 

Throughout the world, many firms 
specialize in ship photos, ranging from 
one-man operations like Photo Sammi 
(Port Said, Egypt) and Gul Photo (Bom¬ 
bay) to large corporations. Straits 
Photos of Malaca, Malaysia, uses a heli¬ 
copter, and Skyfotos Ltd., Littlestone 
Rd., New Romney, Kent, TN28 8LN, 
England, has its own plane. Skyfotos is 
the biggest supplier of ship photos, and 
if a vessel has ever been in the English 
Channel, chances are the company has 
its negative on file. All these companies 
can make enlargements from wallet- to 
wall-size murals. 

The United Kingdom has several 
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Cloud of dust bursts from filling hull as foreign tanker loads grain 
in Mississippi River. Photo: W. P. Mote 
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Police weapons expert John Farnam 
examines La France Specialties (Dept. SOF, 
P.O. Box 178211, San Diego, CA 92117) 
super-combat Remington Model 1100 
shotgun. 


ABOVE: LAPD SWAT Team displayed a 
selection of surveillance equipment. SWAT 
makes good use of goodies, including 
lighting, viewing, photographing and 
recording equipment. UPPER RIGHT: 
Police weapons expert John Farnam fires 
5.56mm FN LAR Para model. For Peter 
Kokalis* evaluation of this weapon, see 
*Tusil Automatique Legere,*’ SOF, June 
’82. RIGHT: Semper Preparatus: Framed in 
SWAT gear and assault vests displayed on 
unmarked Plymouth are (from right to left) 
Uzi 9mm submachine gun, AR15 with spare 
banana clips, Beeman/Feinwerkbau spring- 
piston air rifle, AR15 with flashlight mount 
and Davidson Optronics AN/PVS-2 
Starlight Scope on AR15. 



56 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


AUQUST/62 







O RDNANCE Expo ’82 was spon¬ 
sored by the Los Angeles Police 
Revolver and Athletic Club 27 through 
29 January at the LAPD Academy. This 
unique show gave law-enforcement per¬ 
sonnel from all over the country a 
chance to check and test the latest in 
SWAT-related equipment. 

On display were firearms — from 
handguns to Uzis — counter-terrorist 
equipment such as flash and blast 
grenades, surveillance and observation 
equipment, and night and laser sights, 
which were shown in a special low-light 
demonstration. 

Included on the agenda were seminars 
covering subjects such as industrial 
security and terrorism as well as the 
popular “Street Survival” seminars put 
on by Dennis Anderson and Charles 
Remsburg. Attendance was high at Ul¬ 
rich Wegener and Charles Beckwith’s 
seminar on terrorism. There was also an 
excellent display of the LAPD’s Special 
Weapons and Tactics Team equipment. 
Because the display hall was adjacent to 
LAPD’s ranges, the myriad of weapons 
on view were also available for test¬ 
firing during the show. 

Organized by Sgt. Dick Newell, LA¬ 
PD’s armorer, Ordnance Expo ’82 was 
superbly run. The photos give a short 
rundown on some equipment of interest 
to SOFers. ^ 
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F iring an M16 in the old residential 
Garden Distict of New Orleans on a 
sunny, warm spring afternoon is not 
recommended in the Chamber of Com¬ 
merce tour guide. Don Walsh didn’t 
read that guide. 

That evening, other residents in the 
famed Hotel Maison de Ville in the city’s 
French Quarter didn’t share the profes¬ 
sional delight of the men firing a Beretta 
Model 70 pistol in one of that hotel’s 
elegant suites. Don Walsh was there. 

Don Walsh invented and now pro¬ 
duces silencers so effective that we easily 
“field-tested” all sorts of weapons in 
New Orleans without arousing any of 
the citizenry — much less the police or 
the local militia. 

A 30ish bachelor, Walsh is the prime 
mover ’n’ shaker for Interrand Corpora¬ 
tion, Dept. SOF, 907 Washington St., 
New Orleans, LA 70130, phone (505) 
891-5838, a company with the potential 
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Camouflaged, field-ready silencer muffles 
business end of Remington 40XB in 7.62 
NATO, demonstrated by 
designer/machinist/hedonist/wit Don 
Walsh. Photo: J. David Truby 

to become the top supplier of firearms 
silencers to the world’s military and 
police. His innovative yet simple and ef¬ 
ficient silencer designs place him in line 
to succeed the legendary Mitch WerBell 
III as the name in silencer design. 

Walsh acknowledges the comparison: 
“Everyone in the clandestine-weapons 
field owes a huge debt to Mitchell Wer¬ 
Bell III. In addition to the technical ex¬ 
pertise and innovative designs he and 
Gordon Ingram brought to this field, he 
contributed something more. 

“More than anyone, he elevated 
awareness of the legitimacy of silenced 
weapons in the small-arms arsenal. His¬ 
torically, each of these special-mission 


weapons has been a last-minute, modi¬ 
fied afterthought. WerBell literally 
brought practical silencer design and use 
out of the closet. He made the genre le¬ 
gitimate. He’s why the rest of us are here 
today,” Walsh says. 

“From a technical standpoint, Wer- 
Bell’s patents speak for themselves. 
There are technical benchmarks in the 
history of practical silencer design. Max¬ 
im started it, WerBell refined it, and 
someday I hope some young new techni¬ 
cian might say that Walsh perfected it,” 
he adds with a hearty chuckle. 

Walsh views silencer design pragma¬ 
tically. He says he is not interested in 
gimmicks or James Bond toys: “My de¬ 
signs and finished products are designed 
to be used in the field under all con¬ 
ditions. My critieria for a good silencer 
are simple: simplicity, strength, low or 
no maintenance, indefinite field life, no 
reduction in weapon accuracy or bullet 
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BITE WITHOUT BARK 


velocity and the greatest possible reduc¬ 
tion in sound. In addition, I work to 
make the size and weight of my silencers 
as minimal as possible commensurate 
with the specific weapon in question.” 

So far, Walsh has succeeded in all 
areas, according to every test to date. I 
have examined, tested and used his 
various silencer/weapon combinations. 
They’re good, no question about that. 
From my empirical observations I would 
say the Walsh silencers generally per¬ 
form about 30 to 40 percent quieter than 
the Military Armament Corporation si¬ 
lencers used for comparison. Weapons 
tested included the M16A1, Beretta 
pistols, various Heckler & Koch pistols 
and assault rifles, the M3A1, Ingram 
MIO and Ml 1, plus a Thompson Center- 
fire in massive .45/70. No ear protection 
needed; the man’s silencers are good. 

In addition, Walsh’s silencers have 
been examined and tested by various 
weapons and military experts. Their 
evaluations have been as enthusiastic as 
mine. Don Walsh has a new idea: In the 
world of silencers, he has designed a 
quieter mousetrap. He didn’t do it by ac¬ 
cident, either. He’s an educated, ex¬ 
perienced, practical man with a delight¬ 
ful sense of nasty humor. 

Walsh attended the University of New 
Orleans at various times between 1968 
and 1980, studying political science, 
then working as a research chemist — 
two rather diverse fields. He is also a 
native of New Orleans, which he chuck- 
lingly refers to as a city of one-way 
streets, two-way men and three-way 
women. This inventive humorist says 
that his love for meerschaum pipes, Up- 
mann cigars, great food and rare liquors 
exceeds his love for fine firearms and 
their (his) silencers. His heritage is 
Irish/Sicilian, which he says explains his 
views on organized religion and his pen¬ 
chant for organized violence. 

This pleasant, worldly chap maintains 
residences both in New Orleans and in 
Arlington, Va., living with his gorgeous 
Japanese companion, Michiyo. 

Some writers, rubes and other would- 
be savants in the silencer field say, 
“WHO?” when Don Walsh’s name 
comes up. That’s okay. He’s not a lab, 
foundation or government houseboy. 
Consider the first-name-basis and even- 
closer friends this man has — then see if 
you still want to address him as 
“Who?” His friendly guest list includes 
Gordon Liddy, of everything fame; Bob 
Brown, of this-magazine fame; and 
Terry Anderson, of U.S. Olympic 
Marksmanship fame. He knows many 
people in the murky areas likely to be at¬ 
tracted to and have a need for silenced 
weapons. Indeed, there is even a hint of 
such nefarious goings on in Don Walsh’s 
own background, despite his stiff-upper- 
lip denial. 

Although he absolutely denies this. 
I’m told that Don Walsh was in South¬ 
east Asia on some less-than-above-board 
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J. David Truby is an author who 
prefers weapons, like this Walsh- 
silenced short-barreled Thompson in 
.45/70, that are “all bite; no bark”; 
photo is by Steve Wanker-Sinden. 
This interview with silencer-designer 
Don Walsh continues the Truby tra¬ 


dition of tracking down weapons that 
are whispering killers. Truby’s arti¬ 
cle, “Whispering Death,” on a 
Chinese communist assassination 
pistol owned by Mitch WerBell, ap¬ 
peared in SOF’s April ’79 issue. 

— M.L. Jones 


On campaign in New Orleans, Walsh back- 
yard-tests world's quietest Mil. Photo: J. 
David Truby 





Scoped, silenced and stocked Thompson Fire quietly, but lots. Silenced Sterling SMG 

Centerfire looks like mongrel; performs like chortles gently in fatherly caress of Don 
pure-bred. Photo: J. David Truby Walsh. Photo: J. David Truby 
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business for someone in U.S. official¬ 
dom. He was injured there by a grenade 
fragment, which left him with minimal 
light perception in his left eye. At times, 
he resembles the veteran character actor 
Jack Elam because of this injury. 

He also brought back some very def¬ 
inite ideas about the proper design of 
and need for silencers to be used by men 
in the field. Unlike many other “see a 
problem; solve a problem from the 
field” types, Don Walsh knew that 
homespun, cracker-barrel ingenuity 
wasn’t the answer. Instead, he looked at 
the theories of science and technology 
involved before cranking up a lathe. 

Walsh has obviously done his home¬ 
work. He put his scientist’s mind to 
work, studying ballistic and acoustic en¬ 
gineering, metallurgy, structural design 
and even the nuts ’n’ bolts of machining. 

“There was just too much technology 
at stake for me to treat this like some 
basement tinker’s hobby. I studied the 
appropriate sciences and engineering, 
then began to survey the literature. 

“Both from my past use of silencers in 
the field and from my research, I con¬ 
cluded that for a given-volume silencer, 
a wire-mesh type of packed silencer is in¬ 
herently superior to a baffle type. This 
was the same conclusion AMF came to 
in its very valuable research and I con¬ 
cur, now that I have thoroughly tested 
variations of both types of designs.” 

Walsh adds, “The mesh system is far 
superior because of its dynamic interac¬ 
tion with the impulse noise of a firearm. 
Hot gases and burning propellent are ex¬ 
panded and cooled while acoustical en¬ 
ergy is lost by mechanical transfer to the 
mesh. On the other hand, the baffle de¬ 
sign is static, with no interaction. 

“Baffles and chambers are inferior 
because they serve only to delay the 
escape of these sound-causing gases, 
which are cooled then by adiabatic ex¬ 
pansion.” He says that in addition to be¬ 
ing a far superior silencing medium, his 
mesh design also allows a much smaller 
package to perform better than a larger 
baffle design. His proven concept now 
allows the use of a smaller, lighter 
silencer for larger^caliber weapons than 
previously encountered — a definite ad¬ 
vantage in the field. 

“I was also able to overcome the only 
major disadvantage of a mesh silencer,” 
Walsh declares. “The old method was to 
stack ‘washers’ cut from woven-wire 
cloth of a suitable wire diameter and 
mesh size inside of a tube. The ID of the 
washer stack formed the bullet path and 
was typically .025 to .050 inch larger 
than the projectile diameter. 

“However, vibration and blast allow 
individual strands of wire to work loose 
and into that bullet path. When you 
have 240 washers, as in the typical unit, 
the probability of wires getting into the 
bullet^s path is high. If enough wire 
debris is in that path it will throw off the 



In shop Walsh prepares for range-test of 
M3A1 muzzled with one of his new designs. 
Photo: J. David Truby 


accuracy of the projectile. This is why, 
for example, the High Standard HD, 
used by the OSS and later by the CIA, 
and the M3A1, silenced by Bell Labs, 
have to be repacked so often. 

“That situation defined part of my 
problem — to find a packing with the 
acoustical and thermal/mechanical 
properties of a wire-screen-washer stack, 
but without the loose ends. I finally lo¬ 
cated a first-rate manufacturer of metal 
and plastic textiles, who was willing to 
work with me on the metallurgical en¬ 
gineering. Soon, samples of the type of 
packing I wanted were fabricated for 
field trials. The results were so positive L 
immediately ordered tooling and dies for 
my custom mesh pieces that would be 
the ‘guts’ of my design.” 

His original custom-design, seamless, 
knitted-copper-wire mesh, was formed 
into what Walsh calls “doughnuts” in 
the proper size for each caliber. The 
mesh doughnuts and various spacers are 
simply placed in one of Walsh’s specially 
designed tubes, end caps are screwed in 
place and the unit screwed on the end of 
the weapon in question: the result — one 
of the quietest weapons in the field. 

For production purposes, his original 
system has been superceded by a sim¬ 
plified refinement which Walsh calls 
“Gl-proof,” meaning it is ready for 



Truby, much-heard writer about little-heard 
guns, checks out on M3A1 silencer by 
Walsh. Photo: Steve Wanker-Sinden 


field troops. He adds, “I am now using 
an exotically machined central-core pas¬ 
sage in all my units except for the .22 
rim fire models. This change allows ab¬ 
solute simplicity in manufacture, plus 
control of alignment at a much lower 
cost than before.” 

The professional firearms-design field 
does not hold a large group of people, 
and the relations between the principals 
are not always as pleasant as someone 
like Dale Carnegie might wish. Indeed, 
there are some downright feuds between 
contemporaries in this field. The silencer 
fraternity is even smaller, and following 
the cheerful lead of pledgemaster Mitch 
WerBell’s reputation, Don Walsh agrees 
that his field shares none of the bitch¬ 
iness that swirls about in the larger areas 
of less-than-corporate ordnance. In fact, 
he speaks very highly of his competition. 
Men like WerBell, Dr. Philip Dater, 
Jonathon Arthur Ciener and Reed 
Knight all get his professional approval 
and respect. 

Walsh declares, “I may disagree with 
them on some technical details, but these 
men are all top professionals and I 
respect their work.” 

Walsh does have strong feelings about 
silencer technology, and isn’t shy about 
stating them, saying, “I am adverse to 
porting barrels. Usually porting, vent¬ 
ing, ‘wipes’ and the like are merely 
crutches needed to bolster a basically in¬ 
effective system so the sound signature 
of a weapon is at least reasonable. 

“If a silencer is designed and pro¬ 
duced properly in the first place there is 
absolutely no need for porting or wipes. 
About the only time you would even 
consider porting is when you are using a 
weapon firing the 9mm ball round and 
you can’t get subsonic loads.” 

There are few weapons Don Walsh 
says he cannot effectively quiet or 
distort, even large-caliber centerfires. 

But two domestic firearms really draw 
his ire when he gets requests to turn out 
a silencer unit for them. He says some 
police units want these weapons si¬ 
lenced. “The AR7 and the American 180 
are bad designs to begin with and I 
refuse to stock them myself. If I can’t 
talk a customer out of it, I guess I could 
put a can on the end for him, but I won’t 
be happy about it.” 

Walsh also has harsh words for the 
various silencer kits being advertised 
through Shotgun News. He says that 
despite the pious wording about federal 
approval, needed for assembly, these 
kits always end up in an illegal con¬ 
figuration. The ones he has tested are 
also highly ineffective. 

“I’d advise anyone to stay clear of 
these ads for silencer kits. They’re 
nothing but expensive trouble for you 
and your weapons. Not only are they 
poorly designed and manufactured, but 
shortly after the mailman or the UPS 
driver brings you your kit, you’re liable 
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to have friendly BATF boys at your 
door. If you want a silencer, pay the 
money to do it right and do it legally.” 

Asked the difference between a si¬ 
lencer and a sound suppressor, Walsh 
replies, ‘‘Mostly it’s semantics, some¬ 
thing important only to the arcane tech¬ 
nical minds who have nothing to do but 
worry about things like that. 

“Technically,” he continues, “no 
silencer really silences, it only quiets or 
suppresses the noise of a gunshot. 
Hiram Maxim, the man who started all 
of this by inventing the first practical 
silencer, called his device a silencer arid 
that’s good enough for me.” 

Walsh did not get into silencer work 
by his own design, nor did he slide in by 
the usual military-contact door. He has 
one degree in political science, another 
in synthetic organic chemistry — and he 
wanted to be a science-fiction writer, so 
he wrote, sold and published his science- 
fiction stories. He has also published as 
a chemist in the professional journals of 
that field. 

“My entry into the silencer field was a 
business progression, actually,” he 
notes. “I gravitated from collecting, 
then selling sporting weapons as a hobby 
to a business; to surplus military weap¬ 
ons; from conventional military small 
arms to weapons covered by the Na¬ 
tional Firearms Act.” 

He freely admits he is in the design 
and manufacture of silencers as a pro¬ 
fitable business, adding, “I had a Class 3 
license in 1975, but soon found that 
manufacturing is the only way for me to 
make a real business of it in this field. I 
recognized that the demise of MAC 
[Military Armament Corporation], 
which started to fall apart when Mitch 
left the company in ’72,. created a real 
void in this field of military design. 

“Some of my earliest work was con¬ 
verting the old OSS/CIA stuff over to 
my system and seeing how much more 
improved it was. I refitted an HD, an 
M3A1, the SOE’s Welrod and, of 
course, some of the modern weapons for 
early customers, usually friends with 
Class 3 licenses.” 

He began doing more custom-silencer 
work for both collectors and Class 3 
dealers, producing units for their weap¬ 
ons, or designing and producing in¬ 
tegrated units by matching weapon and 
silencer: “It was fun,” Walsh says. 
“But there was no real money in it and I 
like the things in life that you must have 
money to enjoy. Since someone always 
seemed to be at war with someone else 
all the time, like so many other ordnance 
designers, I turned to police and military 
markets in 1981.” 

There are three markets for silencers: 
individuals, domestic government and 
export sales. The first group is com¬ 
posed of collectors and other private cit¬ 
izens who can qualify for and afford the 
$200-per-unit federal transfer tax on top 



ABOVE; Flash from stock Ingram MAC 
11; BELOW: Bullet has slipped out of 
Walsh silencer with no flash and little noise. 
Photos: J. David Truby 



of the purchase price. Nobody ever got 
rich with this market, and no serious 
silencer manufacturer considers it a 
prime one. The government and export 
markets are something else, though, 
especially with the Reagan defense¬ 
spending philosophy dominating the 
Western world. 

Mallory Engler, a former military of¬ 
ficer and counter insurgency-war fare ex¬ 
pert from England, says, “Vietnam and 
some of the paramilitary and antiter¬ 
rorist activities have finally convinced 
the traditional military mind that si¬ 
lencers have a legitimate and most useful 
special-mission role in a variety of oper¬ 
ations. This acceptance really opens a 
broad market for silencer makers.” 

Engler adds, “The important thing is 
to demonstrate the devices, because 
many of the government officials who 
make the purchasing decisions are men 
who have never been in the field or ac- 



Guts of Walsh silencer: compressed copper- 
wire doughnuts break up sound waves and 
transmit heat. Photo: J. David Truby 


tually seen, or heard, a silencer in ac¬ 
tion. They must be shown.” 

Don Walsh agrees with this whole¬ 
heartedly, saying, “Domestic marketing 
is mostly a matter of getting my silencers 
in the hands of the decision-makers who 
must see and ‘hear’ my technology and 
capability. Hearing this sound of relative 
silence — if I may be a bit literary — is 
usually all it takes. It’s not ego, but fact: 
My silencers sell themselves because they 
meet the need. 

“I show my devices to police and 
military officials and demonstrate their 
efficacy in terms of command-and-con- 
trol situations. That’s about all it takes. 
There are so many ways in which a si¬ 
lenced weapon may be used to save time, 
money, hassle and even lives.” 

The official U.S. attitude was notor¬ 
iously anti-silencer during the Carter ad¬ 
ministration. Despite the obvious advan¬ 
tages of silenced weapons in antiter¬ 
rorist, counterinsurgency, military, po¬ 
lice and training Operations, our govern¬ 
ment was officially opposed to the de¬ 
vices and concepts. Not only did this re¬ 
gressive policy injure domestic research 
and development, the State Department 
hindered export sales, too. 

“This was the era in which I was con¬ 
ducting most of my own R&D,” Walsh 
says. “It was a good time Jor me to exper¬ 
iment. Now, with the Reagan admini¬ 
stration’s emphasis on fighting back 
against global terrorist activity, the em¬ 
phasis is on the proper tools for such 
combat.” He adds, “If the business has 
something to gain from this shift in pol¬ 
icy, so does the ultimate freedom of law- 
abiding people everywhere, especially for 
those who now live in fear of the terrorist 
who is able to move and strike with im¬ 
punity, unconcerned about inadequately 
armed police and security forces with 
their unsophisticated equipment. 

“Dozens of ‘field laboratories’ from 
Africa to South and Central America to 
Southeast Asia have taught us that si¬ 
lencer-equipped weapons are some of the 
most effective antiterrorist weapons.” 

Although he is a corporate member in 
good standing of the American Defense 
Preparedness Association, the Associa¬ 
tion of the U.S. Army and other mil¬ 
itary/industrial organizations, Don 
Walsh admits that neither his name nor 
that of Interrand is yet in the defense 
household-word category of Olin, Colt 
or Smith Sc Wesson — yet. But in the 
world of silencer design, he is already in 
the Big Leagues on his way to a good 
season and certain stardom. 

He grins, gives you that Jack Elam 
squint, then says, “In this business, 
silence goes a long way, so I’ll just call 
myself the uniquely quiet American.”^ 
© J. David Truby, 1981 
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Make Money 
Home in Spare 

Previous Experience Needed 

LEARN GUN 
REPAIR! 


pare Time f 

id 

i 


BE A “GUN PR0"-the man other 
men respect when it comes to guns. 

Your love of guns and shooting can be the first step toward 
an exciting career. Be a sales counselor for a gun shop» 
- , _ sporting goods store, discount 

house. Manage shooting club 
or range. Or start your own 
business—sell or repair guns. 


BE YOUfl OWN GUN EXPERT We show 
fOft ^c| you how to buy and sell guns...cus- 
tomire. repair and accuhze them...fit 
. X and finish stocks. Learn all about bal- 
listics...black powder...how to 
a--—— import guns. 

Graduation from this course does not Insure that you 
will get a job. To find out how our graduates have done, 
send for our job placement record. 

We Show You How To Apply for a Federal Firearms 

License Buy and sell guns, ammunition and accessories while you 
are still a student at North American. Start making extra cash almost im¬ 
mediately — order guns for others on cost-plus basis with no investment, 


First lesson reveals secret that increases hunting accuracy. 


Your friends won’t believe their eyes when they see how your 
shooting improves, A simple, easy-to-understand chart 

included in your first lesson gives you new 
accuracy. Send for reeulU of eurvey show¬ 
ing employment success of our graduates. 

Write for FREE “Gun Pro Career KifM 




- 

"Trairtina far the Future through Home Study’ 

North American School of Firearms, Dept. RS062 

4500 Campus Drive, University Plaza, Newport Beach, CA 92660 
Rush me information telling how I may become a GUN PRO. 

No Salesman will Call. 
NAME_AGE.__ 


ADDRESS_ 



COUNTERFEIT GUNS 

FULL-SIZE PRECISION METAL REPLICA MODELS® 

These working metal models of classic firearms look, feel, weigh 
and handle like the originals and consist of over 30 blued, 
machined-metal, hand-assembled parts. You can spin the 
cylinders, work the slide actions, release the clips and “field- 
strip" these models. CANNOT CHAMBER OF FIRE REAL AMMO. 

MONEY BACK 
IF YOU’RE NOT 

Lgth: 35" SATISFIED 

Wt: 9.5 lbs. 

THOMPSON 
MODEL 1921 

AS used by FBI & US * 

combat troops in WWII. 

C01S.B1-700 . *175(5.00) 

DELIVERY CHARGE IN PARENTHESIS 

GOVERNMENT .45 

Standard sidearm of Gl's 
and combat troops. 

Lgth: 9.5" Wt: 2.5 lbs. 

C01U-81-30a . . *50(2.75) Over 

DELIVERY CHARGE IN PARENTHESIS 30 Parts 

SEND FOR FREE CATALOG OF OVER 
CLASSIC FIREARM MODELS AND 100’s 
OF MILITARY COLLECTIBLES-SOUVENIRS 
The COLLECTOR’S ARMOURY, Inc., Dept. SO 
BOX 1061,800 SLATERS LANE, ALEXANDRIA, VA 22313 

L _-0«MICVB«».LESS<>O$TAaC.IFNOT$*nSnEa- 


DELIVERED FULLY ASSEMBLED 
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Continued from page 29 

word, we would move out to the right in 
team order on a dead run. Once we 
reached the woodline, we’d move into a 
modified enfilade right to bring more 
fire to bear directly where we wanted to 
penetrate. The gunships made a final, 
blazing pass, 1 yelled and we moved. 

Again, as it had been all afternoon, 
enemy fire was intense, but high. We got 
to the woodline, burst through what 
turned out to be only about a lO-yard 
stretch of vines and brush and caught 
sight of Fleming swinging his chopper 
over the bank into the postage-stamp 
landing zone (LZ). We dog-trotted to¬ 
ward the bird but when we were less than 
20 yards from it, two NVA burst from 
cover, firing at us from a very close dis¬ 
tance. The entire team returned fire with 
withering effect. 

The team passed me as I signalled that 
I would assume tailgun responsibilities. 
There were instances of team members 
being accidently left on a LZ in the con¬ 
fusion of a hot exfil. Because of that 
nasty experience, the ranking man or 
teamleader was in charge of seeing that 
everyone made it. 

The LZ was taking fire from 360 de¬ 
grees by now. Several rounds smashed 
into the Huey, one shattering the chin 
bubble under the co-pilot’s feet. The 
track pf incoming tracers was easy to 
follow across the rotor-wash-flattened 
grass. But Jim Fleming just sat there 
waiting for us as calmly as if he were sit¬ 
ting in the family station wagon waiting 
to take his daughters to the base swim¬ 
ming pool. 

We scrambled into the cabin; Fleming 
pulled pitch and five hours after inser¬ 
tion, we sailed clear of Tango-51. 

Total U.S. casualties: zero. 

Total NVA casualties: a bunch. 

Reconnaissance gains: mere confirma¬ 
tion of enemy concentration. 

Awards and decorations: Medal of 
Honor for James Fleming; Silver Star 
for his copilot; three Bronze Stars for 
the Special Forces team. ^ 




NUMRI CH ARMS CORPORATION 


GUN 

PARTS 

Catalog 

The most 
comprehensive 
guide of its type! 


Worlds largest 
supplier 01 
gun parts. 

NUMRICH ARMS, the world’s 
largest supplier of gun parts 
offers new Catalog No. 10 
covering a 150 million parts 
inventory with information 
never before in print. 

U.S. PRICE $2.95 
FOREIGN $3.95 


P.O. BOX SF-8, W. HURLEY, N.Y. 12491 PHONE (914) 679-2417 TELEX 145331 | 


Featured in Sharkey's Machine, starring Burt Reynolds 
An Orion Pictures Release 



Overall 

Length 

9.0" 

Closed 

Weight 
VYl 02 . 


"WEE HAWK" BLADE 
(Illustrated) 


TODAY’S MOST 
DRAMATIC 
FOLDING KNIFE 


At your local sporting knife dealer, 
or send $2,00 for brochure. 


THE IDEAL SURVIVAL KNIFE 

The butterfly design 
closed, skeletonized 
handles enclose and 
protect working 
portion of 
the knife. 
To open, the 
handles revolve 
in opposite 
directions to 
expose and 
secure the 
blade. 


This 
unique 
folder 
features an 
Individually 
handground 
blade of 154 CM 
stainless steel. 
Handles are 


precision 
machined from 
stainless steel. 


BALI-SONG INC. Dept.SF 

3039 Roswell St., Los Angeles, CA 90065 



A BOW 


Horton Safari Magnum Crossbow. 

The perfect hunting and survival weapon. 

• Compact and light. Weighs just over 
4 lbs. 

• Warp-proof, forest green colored stock. 
Rugged construction. Impervious to 
weather. 

• Magnum powered 125 lb. steel prod. 

• Patented Diai-A-Range® scope sighting 
system. Eliminates “hold-over”. (Telescope 
optional) 

• Complete set includes aperture sights, 
cocking stirrup, and two aluminum botts. 

• Lifetime Guarantee to original owner. 
Send $1 for literature or $229.95 plus 
$5 handling for the complete crossbow 
set. 


niEixaoN 


Precision Sports, Inc. 

Box 219, 79B Cascadllla St., Dept. SF 62 
Ithaca, NY 14850* Phone (607) 273-2993 
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THE SOLDIER’S HANDBOOK 

IS A MUST 

FOR THE SURVIVALIST 


THE SOLDIER'S HANDBOOK 


$ 100.00 ||.|g 

^ A MANUAL FOR SURVIVAL 



SOLDIERS 

HANDBOOK 


nEMtEDniT.COLANTBONV B. HEUEH, (Bet) 
^ “America's Most Decorated Soldier" 


Limited Edition 

$ 100.00 

only 50,000 Copies 
Will Be Sold 

AMERICA’S 

SUPER 

SOLDIER 

ANTHONY B. 

HERBERT 

LT. COL, RET. 

This survival manual 
is essential if a catas¬ 
trophe ever strikes 
our land. I'd rather 
have it than a gun. 
Jim Townsend 
Editor 


THIS TEXT IS A VIRTUAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF EXTRAORDINARY 
TECHNIQUES AND TIPS ON HOWTO FIGHT, PROTECT YOURSELF 
AND KILL! HOW TO BLOW UP THINGS AND COMMIT MAYHEM! AND 
SURVIVE. THE OPENING CHAPTERS DISTILL COURAGE AND 
DECISION MAKING TO BASIC TECHNIQUES WHICH DO AWAY WITH 
LABORIOUS EXERCISES AND TIME CONSUMING TRAINING. IT 
REDUCES HAND TO HAND COMBAT TO THE VERY ESSENTIALS OF 
HOWTO KILL SUDDENLY WITH YOUR BARE HANDS IN WAYS WHICH 
CAN BE LEARNED IN SECONDS; HOW TO FIGHT WITH A KNIFE THE 
FIRST TIME YOU PICK ONE UP. CORRECTLY. SIMPLY AND 
EFFECTIVELY! HOW TO CONSTRUCT LETHAL EXPEDIENT 
EXPLOSIVE DEVICES FROM BASE HOUSEHOLD-GROCERY ITEMS; 
HOW TO SURREPTITIOUSLY ENTER BUILDINGS. OFFICES. SAFES. 
FILE CABINETS. DESKS AND VEHICLES: PROFESSIONAL METHODS 
OF ASSASSINATION THAT REQUIRE NO SPECIAL SKILLS OR 
EQUIPMENT OR PRACTICE; TIPS ON SURVIVAL IN JUNGLES. THE 
ARCTIC. ON THE DESERT. AND IN BARROOMS. OR ON THE 
STREETS: THE BASIC KNOTS AND ROPE TRICKS WHICH PERMIT 
YOU TO DO ALMOST ANYTHING WITH A ROPE SHORT OF SERVING 
IT FOR DINNER: HOW TO CONSTRUCT EXPEDIENT WEAPONS AND 
SILENCERS: EMERGENCY NO-NONSENSE COMBAT FIRST AID; 
PATROL TIPS THAT MAKE THE DIFFERENCE ON RAIDS, AMBUSHES. 
ESTABLISHMENT OF CLANDESTINE BASES. COUNTER-AMBUSH 
TECHNIQUES. SEARCH. HANDLING OF ROWS; AND MOREI-BY 
AMERICA’S MOST DECORATED AND COMPLETE SOLDIER-TONY 
HERBERT. AND IT FITS INTO YOUR FATIGUE TROUSER POCKET- 
ALL 600 PLUS PAGES. 

NOTHING LIKE IT HAS EVER BEFORE BEEN AVAILABLE. 

SOME WILL OBJECT TO THIS TEXT BUT THE METHODS AND 
TECHNIQUES EXPLAINED HAVE BEEN PASSED ON THROUGH THE 
OFFICES OF THE CIA. DIA, FBI AND TERRORIST ORGANIZATION 
HEADQUARTERS FOR YEARS. A KNOWLEDGE OF SAME CAN ONLY 
ENHANCE YOUR PROFESSIONAL CAPABILITIES AS WELL AS AID 
YOU IN PROTECTING AGAINST THEM. 


THE SOLDIER’S HANDBOOK 


$100.00 


The National Educator 


Cloverleaf Books offers you a unique opportunity to obtain a 
limited edition of THE SOLDIER’S HANDBOOK by 
Anthony B. Herbert, Lt.Col., Ret., at a price of $100.00 per 
copy. Each book is numbered and will be autographed by 
the author. Numbered copies will be issued in the order In 
which filled out coupons, accompanied by checks, are 
received. 


A quote from former astronaut Wally Schirra: 

“If you are a survivor of an airplane crash, 1 would hope that 
you would have THE SOLDIER’S HANDBOOK In your 
survival kit. If you don’t plan to survive, take a martinil" 


Only nine men in history have won the Osminleh (Turkey’s 
Medal of Honor) — Eight Turkish soldiers and America's 
Tony Herbert — only one of his many unique 
accomplishments. 


Quantity 

Item 

Price ea 

Amount 


Soldier’s Handbook 

$100.00 


Total Annount 
Shpg. & Hdig. 
Satisfaction guaranteed yQtai of above 

or return book within 10 
days and we wilt refund 

2.95 


your money. 

Check or Money Order Payable to Cloverleaf Books 


Los Angeles Herald Examiner, Wednesday, Aug. 27 

The book’s already a big hit among old military hands, 
narcotics folk, cops, corporations and individuals with more 
than just a little to protect. And, promises Herbert, the book 
will be updated periodically. Which might prove necessary. 
After all, you never know when another Noble Cause may 
come loping around the next corner. □ 


CLOVERLEAF BOOKS 
P.O. Box 3168 Dept. 7Z 
Englewood, CO 80155 
(303) 690-4811 


Please fill In below 


Name _ 

Address _ 

City _State _Zip _ 

CHARGE IT! 

■ Master Charge ■ BankAmericar Visa 

Accounr # I I I I 

(all digits) I I I I I I I I I t I 

Master Charge P" 

Expiration Date _ Bank No. L 

Signature (required if using credit card) 
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MERCHANT 
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Continued from page 57 







MICRO TAPE RECORDER 


Ultra-small, 4.75" x 2.125" x .625", yet capable of three hour-per-side 
recording time. Exceptional fidelity. Best for its size. Very simple to 
operate. Record volume is automatically level controlled. Will pick-up a 
whisper. Excellent choice for conversations, interviews, conferences, or 
notes. Supplied with playback headphone, tape, and batteries. Available 
with self-contained VOX. 


PORTABLE TELEPHONE SCRAMBLER 




This handy speech frequency inverter has been designed to use with 
all types of telephones. It will allow private communications between a pair 
or more of users. No wiring, nothing to plug in. Powered by simple 9VDC 
battery. Portable, take it anywhere. 11" x 3.5" x 4.5”. Twenty-five separate 
codes are switch-selectable for added security. 








TRANSMITTOR/RECORDER DETECTOR 


Compact and lightweight. A full range of detectors are available to 
alert the presence of concealed radio transmitters or tape recorders. 
Pictured, the POCKET XMTR/RECORDER DETECTOR. Smaller than.a 
cigarette pack. This detector offers exceptional sensitivity and features a 
vibrator type silent alert. Rechargeable battery, discrete antenna probe 
^^d comprehensive Instructions supplied. 


MARK II VOICE ANALYZER 




The Mark II Voice Stress Analyzer electronically processes speech 
from any source: live, recorded or telephoned. The voice is electronically 
analyzed, and a numerical value, representing the emotional stress level, 
is instantaneously displayed and/or recorded on a paper graph. The 
Mark II features a real-time conversation analyzer, helpful when 
processing interviews and negotiations. 110/220VAC, 50/60HZ. 








SPECTRUM ANALYZER 


When threat of bugging must be neutralized, and when the enemy 
possesses a certain sophistication, a portable spectrum analyzer is most 
useful. With a frequency range of .4-1000MH2, and AM/FM demodulator- 
audio amplifier, you can identity, even locate the source of. RF trans¬ 
missions present. Supplied in a rugged carrying case, with antenna, 
rechargeable battery and comprehensive instructions. 


WATER-JEL FIRE BLANKET 




The most effective fire protection device ever devised. Fire escape, 
fire entry, extinguishing, proximity, and pre-medical first aid burn 
treatment. Not the run-of-the-mill fire blanket. Will withstand flame and 
temperatures in excess of 2700F. F.D.A. accepted. Being adopted world¬ 
wide. Available in two sizes; large, with 5' x 8' blanket; or small, with 2.5' x 3' 
blanket. Easy to store and deploy. Water Jet provides multi-purpose, 
.fire life-safety functions. 







^SCIENCE OF ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE ^ 

This book is a complete state-of-the-art review 
of alt known audio surveillance techniques. , 


METAL DETECTOR ^ 

Portable, sensitive, in use around the world. 
All-purpose, handheld. Ideal for body searches. 




HAND SHOCKER 

Excellent for personal defense, this pocket- 
sized unit produces a non-lethal shock 


r REARSCOPE ^ 

Top quality eyeglasses, with concealed, adjust¬ 
able mirrors, permit you to see behind yourself. 


*A complete catalog of TECHNICAL SECURITY hardware is available for ten dollars per copy, 
refundable with future purchase, h 

Dealer inquiries invited — — Most items shipped from stock 

LAW ENFORCEMENT ASSOCIATES, INC. 

HOLMES STREET • BOX12B • BELLEVILLE. NEW JERSEY 07109 PHONE 201/751-0001 • TLX 642073 • LEABLVL • CABLE: LEA 


maritime-service groups, including the 
Royal National Lifeboat Institution. 
This rescue service is similar to our 
Coast Guard, but is supported by public 
contributions. It has many nautical gifts 
and sells Christmas cards, calendars, 
plaques and many other items. The ad¬ 
dress is RNLl Ltd., West Quay Road, 
Poole, Dorset, BH15 IHZ, England. 
The Merchant Navy Christian Associa¬ 
tion is another British organization, 
open to all Christian seapersons, of any 
grade. It is located at 110 Berkeley St., 
Glasgow, Scotland G3 7HU. 

Continental services include INROC, 
a club for radio officers, which is based 
in Belgium at Chaussee de Ruisbroek 54, 
B-1190 Brussels. Membership in the club 
itself is free to sea-going radio operators, 
but its school is expensive — and at ad¬ 
vanced rather than entry level. 

In the United States, the Nevada Mail 
Service, started by a seaman for seamen, 
is open to all who are willing to pay its 
low service charge and forwarding fees. 
A letter to P.O. Box 971, Reno, NV 
89504, will bring full details. An in¬ 
dependent insurance firm for seamen, 
the Merchant Officers Protective Syn¬ 
dicate (MOPS), 99 John St., New York, 
NY 10038, is not connected with any 



^^"""wonustanothe^* 

BBDIKniFE 

Western’s unique design features: 
One-piece blade and 
guard • New friction-grip 
sheath holds knife ready 
for use with either hand 
( Patent pendin g) • 

Stainless steel 4V2" 
blade • Hardwood 
handle contoured 
for secure grip 
• Overall length 
8V4". 


W-77 

S2995 


SHEATH 

Black leather Basket weave 
Strong spring clip on back. 

/ / AT YOUR DEALER 

/ / Send for FREE full line catalog. 

/ / WESTERN CUTLERY CO. 

1800 PIKE LONGMONT 

COLORADO 80501 




66 SOIJHKK OF FORTUNE 


AUGUST/82 


















































































PHOENIX 


T-SHIRTS1 — Buy one for yourself 
& one for a friendl — T-shirts are of 
a cotton/poly mix. USMC & SPECS 
T-shirts are yellow with red or green 
printing, remainder are white with 
red or black printing. All are il¬ 
lustrated along with the printing. 
2A Be Man Among Men — Join 
the Rhod. Army — 17.95 
2B Soldier of Fortune — $7.95 
2C Airborne — Death From Above 

- $7.95 

20 Southeast Asia $7.95 
2E Terrorism Stops Here — $7.95 
2F Patience My Ass — I’m going 
•out and kill something! — 
$7.95 

20 Peace Through Superior Fire¬ 
power — $7.95 

2H Nuke Iran - SPECIAL SALE 

- $4.95 

2J Apocalypse — $7.95 
2K Death Rides A Pale Horse — 
$7.95 

2L What Price Now OPEC - 
$7.95 

2M Mercenaries Do It For Profit 
$7.95 

2N Death To Tyrants — $7.95 
20 Soldier of Fortune 1st Annual 
Convention— $7.95 
2P Soldier of Fortune 2nd Annual 
Convention — $7.95 
2R Special Forces — Living By 
Chance, Loving By Choice. 
Killing By Profession — $8.95 
2S Marines — Let Me Win your 
Hearts and Minds, or i'll Burn 
Your Damn Huts Down — 

$8.95 

2T RLI — 1st Commando — $7.95 
2U Cammo T-shirt — Short Sleeve 

- $7.95 

2V Support Afghan Freedom 
Fighters — $7.95 

Also avail, in Navy Blue: mB & l»2G 
2W Cammo T-shirt — Long sleeve 

- $6.95 


TEKNA KNIVES — DESIGNED BY 
A WEAPONS DESIGNER 
The Tekna Knife is drawn and 
shaped from a single piece of 
nickel/chromium stainless steel. 
Tpe 431 stainless was chosen for 
this knife. This knife Is at home 
below the seaweed or above the 
timberline — and everywhere in 
between! The five-holed handle 
permits the knife to be positively 
locked in its sheath, reduces 
weight, and allows the knife to be 
held comfortably. It features twin 
rows of razor-sharp saw tooth ser¬ 
rations, and cuts through most 
things with a single pass. 

T-2200 — Features unique, self- 
guiding ABS sheath with thumb 
operated latch allowing one- 
handed removal or replacement in 
less than half a second. Two seif- 
closure Tekna-Straps permit quick 
adiustment and include stainless 
self-tensioning buckles. — $39.95 
T-2300 — Exactly the same as 
T-2200. but provides a stainless clip 
in place of the Tekna-Straps for 
mounting on beit or inside boot 
top. - $34.95 

T-2400 — Low profile black leather 
sheath with stainless boot clip and 
positive snap lock is included in 
this model, replacing the ABS 
sheath. Sheath is made of genuine 
top grain cowhide. — $36.95 


BLACK MATTE TEKNA KNIVES — 
WON’T GIVE YOU AWAY!! 

Exactly the same as the above 
Tekna Knives, but with a non- 
ref lective black matte finish ap¬ 
plied to the entire surface of the 
knife. 

T-2200B — Features same unique 
ABS sheath as explained on T-2200 
- $44.95 

T-2300B — Features stainless clip 
on sheath as In above T-2200. — 
$39.95 

T-2400B — Features black leather 
sheath as in above T-2400. — 

$44.95 


Also avail, in Navy Blue: 426 & 42G 

2W Cammo T-shirt — Long sleeve 
— $6.85 

2X Cammo Jogging Shorts — 
100% Cotton. S.M.L.X-L — 
$6.50 

2Y Camo Sweatshirt — On those 
chilly days when all you need is 
a light jacket, this tightly insu¬ 
lated sweat jacket is ideal. The 
outer and Inner lining are 100% 
Fortrel* polyester with a thin, 
insulating layer of 100% poly¬ 
urethane foam. Features two 
slash pockets, adjustable draw¬ 
string hood, zipper front, rib 
knit cuffs and bottom. Sizes: 
S,M,L.X-L, Please specify. 
SPECIAL SALE — $21.95 


3A — avail, in white or navy blue — 
$7.95 

3B — avail, in white or black — 
2 sided printing - $8.95 
3C — avail, in white — 17.95 



ANGOLa 



3A 




CAMOUFLAGE DUFFLE BAG - 
American made. Regulation size 
21x36. Sturdy web handle and 
shoulder strap. Heavy duty steel 
grommets and hooks for padlock¬ 
ing. — $13.95 

PLASTIC 1 qt. CANTEEN — with 
aluminum cup and nylon cover — 
6.95. 

CAMOUFLAGE COLLECTION — 
Each item in this series is light 
weight, soil-resistant. t00% nylon: 
double-stitched for exceptional 
durability. Colors in camouflage 
pattern are brown, black, & olive 


green on a light green background. 
Items are also available in solid 
black color. 

CHECKBOOK COVER - holds alt 
standard size checks. Additional 
compartment for credit cards, pho¬ 
tos, cash. etc. is secured by snap 

- $4.95. 

TRIFOLD — Compact wallet folds 
into thirds. Ample pockets hold 
photos, credit cards, or cash 
Sturdy construction Insures the 
security ot your valuables — $9.95. 
BIFOLD — For the person who car¬ 
ries the normal amount of 1.0. cards 
& cash. The wallet Is the same rug¬ 
ged construction as the Tri-fold 
with velcro fastener, only smaller 

- $8.95. 

SECURITY PURSE - A must for 
the traveler or jogger. The easiest 
way possible to conceal your valu¬ 
ables. Pocket is sewn onto a 16V<’' 
velcro strip which allows it to be 
worn on arm. leg. or inside of 
clothing. Easily holds 7 or 8 credit 
cards & cash — $6.95. 
WATCHBAND Available only in 
black nylon. Perfect accessory for 
the active man or adventurer Black 
nylon strap with ’'long life" velcro 
safety lock. Band also provides a 
crystal cover strap lor protection or 
for use In "blackout" conditions — 
$5.50. 

"BREAK-FREE CLP" CLEANER. 
LUBRICANT ft PRESERVATIVE - 
A new Teflonized Cleaner, lubri¬ 
cant. preservative, and water 
displacer that eliminated solvent 
cleaning in mechanisms and pro¬ 
vides complete "Cleaning. Lubrica¬ 
tion and Preservation" all in one 
product. For use in temperate, arc¬ 
tic and desert climates. For use on 
cars, trucks, building maintenance, 
construction equipment, shop 
equipment, boats, firearms, etc. 
Following sizes available: 

a. 1 fl,oz.(30m1)l]quid $149 

b. 4n.oz.(120ml)liquid $2.95 

c. 3.17 oz (90 grams) aerosol $2.95 

d. 15.85 oz. (450 grams) aerosol $7.95 

RHODESIAN PLAQUES — Authen¬ 
tic rnllitary plaques from Rhodesia! 
Rhodesia’s war was divided Into 
various operational areas- Hur¬ 
ricane. Thrasher. Repulse, Grapple, 
Splinter and Tangent. Each was 
controlled by Its own Join Opera¬ 
tions Command; and each JOC 
adopted its own insignia. Now you 
can own this set of unique plaques! 
The plaques are made from actd et¬ 
ched Rhodesian copper plate, and 
are mounted on Zambezi hardwood 
Phoenix bought out the manufac¬ 
turer of these plaques, and are of¬ 
fering these at a special price! Pla¬ 
ques are $11.95 each, or the com¬ 
plete set for the special price of 


$49 95. plus $1.50 for postage and 
handling. Order now — limited 
number available. 

TEKNA ITEMSl! 

THE WORLD'S SIMPLEST 2CELL 
FLASHLIGHTS THAT WORK! 
T-2000X — This tiny, three ounce 
Tekna Lite II cell is made of shock 
resistant plastic in a handsome 
matte black finish. It is also water¬ 
proof and emits a powerful beam. 
Supplied with two #222 bulbs, it 
operates on two AA alkaline bat¬ 
teries {not included). Length is 6", 
diameter fs 1,16”. Waterproof to 
2000 feet. Candlepower Is 1400. 
Switch Is activated by 'A turn of 
lens: light Is explosion proof — 
$10.95. 

T.2000-0 — The Survlval-lite is 
molded In high visibility interna¬ 
tional orange ft is the ideal life¬ 
saving personal light. The Survival- 
iite features a thermal ftasher blub 
that will operate for 12-16 hours on 
a single pair of 'AA' alkaline cells. 
The intermittent pulses of light can 
be spotted up to two miles away. A 
#222 bulb is also supplied for 
regular flashlight use. The conve¬ 
nient nylon neck lanyard keeps the 
light handy while both hands are 
free. - $11.95. 

T-2000XR - Identical to the 
T-2000 X but with a red lens. The 
T'2000'XR is the ideal light source 
for map, chart or compass reading. 
Built-tough, tike all Tekna lights, 
the T-2000 XR will survive the har¬ 
shest environment — $10.95. 
T-2208 Tekna Strap Designed for 
use with any of the Tekna Lite 2 
celts, the Tekna-Stap allows the 
lights to be fastened to the arm or 
leg. leaving both hands free. In ad¬ 
dition, the exclusive self- 
tensioning stainless steel buckle 
compensates for muscular expan¬ 
sion and contraction, thus pro¬ 
viding a snug lit at at! times — 
$6.50. 

MINI-STROBE — A FLASH OF 
BRILLIANCE! 

This Tekna T-3000 mini-strobe is 
the smallest signal strobe in the 
world. Consisting of a xenon (lash 
tube linked to a fully miniaturized 
electronic circuit and powered by a 
mercury battery (sold separately), 
the mini-strobe will operate con¬ 
tinuously for B-10 hours. Its brilliant 
omnidirectional flash can be seen 
over a ten mile radius This llte is 
the same size as the T-2000 series, 
and is waterproof to 1000 feet. 
Switch is operated the same as the 
T-2000 series Available in black or 
orange color — $39.95. 

T-3001 — Mercury battery for mini- 
strobe lite — $4.95 
Soldier of Fortune 2nd Annual Con¬ 
vention Patch — commemorating 


the 2nd Annual SOF Convention — 
similar to original patch In design 
with red, white, and black colors — 
$1.75 

Soldier of Fortune Decal — 3’’ vinyl 
decal with crossed daggers and 
beret design — red. white and 
black - 50« 

Soldier of Fortune Coffee Mug — 
white poreceiain with embossed 
SOF logo (same as on patch) — 

$8.95 

Soldier of Fortune Ashtray — white 
porcelain with embossed SOF logo 
- $4.95 

Zippo Cigarette Lighters High 
quality with SOF logo In red, white 
and black — $9.95 
Soldier of Fortune Binders — Save 
your Issues of Soldier of Fortune, 
and keep them in good condition 
with this 12-issue binder. Black 
vinyl with white lettering — $7.95 
NEW! REDUCE MUZZLE CLIMB 
WITH THE “MUZZLE MIZER”! The 
"Muzzle Mizer" weighs only 3Mr oz. 
and extends overall length of 
weapon only 2%". No weapon mod¬ 
ification is necessary, and it is fully 
adjustable to the individual shoot¬ 
er. This unique item controls verti¬ 
cal and horizontal muzzle climb, 
controls muzzle flash, increases 
muzzle velocity an average of 
20fps. increases group-size accur¬ 
acy of weapon by 50%. and will de¬ 
liver full magazine into silhouette 
target at 100 yards in full-automatic 
mode. It is available for the AR-15, 
M16. CAR-IS, AR-1B0. AR.18. 
H&K91 and 93. and Mini t4. Prke is 
only - $34.95. 

SURVIVAL/RESCUE TOOL ~ 
Designed to meet U.S. military 
criteria; tested for eight years 
throughout world in jungles, moun¬ 
tains, deserts, and arctic regions. 
Put the odds in your favor and buy 
today! Comes with field manual 
complete with instructions and pic¬ 
tures. — $36.00. 

LIFE TOOL — Do a friend a favor 
and buy two- This is the survival 
tool that fits in your wallet! Num¬ 
erous uses for this useful item! in¬ 
cludes bookiet showing over 40 
ways to use the tool. Comes with a 
protective vinyl case and a burning 
lens to start a necessry fire in an 
emergency. Made of 440C Razor 
Grade Stainless Steel — $16.96. 
Optional ^ Leather case with belt 
loop hoids life tool ft lens — $4.95. 
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por Tickets and more information, write: 

Blue River Marketing, Inc. 

P.O. Box 5446, Kansas City, Missouri 64131 


Tickets §3.00 
Children under 12 §1.50 


0R CALL TOLL-FREE 800-821-3358 
In Missouri cali 816-361 -OllO 


“ trade exposition for 

manufacturers, suppliers and consumers 


September 23,24 & 25,1982 

H. Roe Bartle Exposition Center, Kansas City, Missouri 

Don’t miss the once-a-year opportunity to try out for yourself everything 
that’s new and available, plus attend seminars featuring “How To’’ 
information from experts in: 

Food preservation and storage 
equipment 

Alternative energy & conservation 
Executive and personal protection 
devices and services 

Outdoor clothing, supplies 
and equipment 
Firearms and accessories 
Emergency and rescue equipment 
Books • magazines • newsletters 
Farm and Garden supplies 
and equipment 


Kit and survival homes 

Survival Food 

Hunting. Fishing and Trapping 
supplies 

Military Surplus and para-mllitary 
equipment 

Investments 

Clubs, associations and groups 

Real Estate 

Survival and self-reliance courses, 
and schools 

Vehicles and accessories 



VANTAGE 

BELT BUCKLE SHEATH KNIFE 

A true knife for the nnan of action and taste! 

• 4" contoured handle. 3" razor sharp blade • Hand forged from one piece of 
J 440 C stainless steel • Ingenious design is comfortable to wear, quick to use • 

■ Two widthssi-1/2" for jeans. 1" for dress slocksColso ideal for women) • Sheothed 
m in top grode cowhide belt • Specify right or left hand • Satin finish. P.P.S79-1-1/2".! 

$69-1"; mirror polished add $15. 6 to 6 weeks delivery. State belt size. Sotisfaction|| 
■ guaranteed. Send $1 for our brochure; Deolers invited, custom orders occepted. 

M Mall check or Money Order tO; 

I A. DANIEL VALOIS, Knlfemoker 

■ Rt. 2. Box 039, Orefield. PA 16069 
(Po. residents odd 6% sales tax) 



100 % 

HANDMADE 


union but provides license insurance for 
any deck or engineering officer, union 
or not, who holds one of its policies. The 
company will go to court to protect 
client interests in the event of accident at 
sea. These organizations give some idea 
of the variety of services available to 
sailors. There are probably others of 
which 1 am not aware. Generally speak¬ 
ing, sea-going is international and ser¬ 
vices of any port are open to all, na¬ 
tional and visitor alike. 

To be concluded. Part 3: Under 
Foreign Flags. 


MISSISSIPPI 

RIVERBOAT 

DECKHAND 

Editor's Note: SOF Executive 
Editor Bob Poos worked off and on 
for about five years as a riverboat 
and deep-sea deckhand before he en¬ 
listed in the Marines and while he was 
attending Southern Illinois Univer¬ 
sity on the Korean War GI Bill. Here 
are some of his recollections: 

I have been a coal miner, con¬ 
struction worker, sandhog (digging 
tunnels under heavy air pressure), 
U.S. Marine infantryman, war cor¬ 
respondent — and deckhand. The 
last was the hardest physical work I 
have ever done and the second most 
dangerous occupation — the most 
dangerous being war. 

Actually, 1 am talking more about 
riverboating than deep-sea. The few 
ocean voyages I made, I did little 
more than chip and paint and make 
coffee for the officers. 

Riverboating is demanding and 
dangerous, yes, but rewarding in 
both personal satisfaction in work 
well done — and in pay. It’s a great 
way to work yourself through col¬ 
lege. You spend three to six months 
straight on the river and then go back 
to school for a quarter or a semester, 
and all the while you receive those 
handsome vacation-days paychecks. 
Because I also had the Korean GI 
Bill, I was a pretty fat cat when I 
went to school. 

The work for a deckhand — the 
only capacity in which I served — in¬ 
volves a lot of heavy lifting and care¬ 
fully-balanced walking on narrow 
walkways. You carry ratchets over 
one shoulder — turnbuckles with a 
lever handle in the center and 
“pelican hooks” on either end. The 
hooks are attached to a “wire” (cable 
to a landlubber) on one end and to a 
deck fitting on the other. The wires 
are carefully woven among “cavels,” 
banana-shaped fittings, or “timber- 
heads,” fittings which resemble short 
tree stumps. 
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When the wires are affixed proper¬ 
ly, the deckhand works the ratchet 
handle until the wires are taut — 
singing tight. 

A top hand goes out on the tow 
with, perhaps, a wire weighing about 
40 pounds on one shoulder and an 
85-pound ratchet on the other. Going 
out on the tow involves walking 
along the '‘guard,” a platform sur¬ 
rounding the barge. This can range in 
width from three feet to one foot, de¬ 
pending on the type of barge. It’s like 
walking a tightrope while carrying an 
unbalanced load. 1 have seen men go 
overboard and drown instantly or be 
sucked up into the towboat’s pro¬ 
pellers and chopped to bits. 

Deckhands also carry “lines,” two 
‘>4-inch hawsers which are affixed to 
deck fittings prior to the wires being 
attached. Sometimes in heavy water, 
both are employed in case one of 
them parts. 

A wire on a barge on which 1 was 
working parted when the tow hit a 
sandbar near Vicksburg, Miss. It 
took off the head of the man working 
next to me as neatly as though he had 
been guillotined. 

On some rivers, a deckhand has to 
break up the tow while “making 
locks,” This involves releasing a cer¬ 
tain number of barges so they can 
enter the lock and be winched up- or 
downriver. The deckhand is armed 
with a sledge hammer and he knocks 
the pelican hooks loose from the 
wires — dangerous, tricky work. 
Then, when the entire tow and the 
towboat are through the lock, the 
tow must be brought together again 
and the wires retightened. 

When I worked the rivers, the Ohio 
had 52 locks, the upper Mississippi 26 
and the Illinois four or five. The 
lower Mississippi (below St. Louis) 
and the Missouri had none and there 
we frequently rammed sandbars — 
and some of the barges would break 
loose from the main tow. The tow¬ 
boat then would have to chase them. 
Deckhands used the lines like giant 
lassos (lines have an “eye” on one 
end), snubbing them tight onto deck 
fittings until the wires were replaced. 

Some men preferred the routine of 
making locks and others liked to 
gamble on not hitting sandbars, so 
some of us were known as “lower- 
end men” and the others as “upper- 
end men.” I was a lower-end man. 

I was a member of the National 
Maritime Union (NMU) and to ob¬ 
tain work you registered in the union 
hall. Your name went at the bottom 
of a shipping list, and as those at the 
top shipped out, you advanced until 
you neared the list’s top and could 
claim a berth aboard a boat or ship. 

Not everyone at the top of the list 
claimed a job aboard a certain vessel 
— because experienced hands knew 


Brigade’s Pully^ Sweater 



WP-1 Only *49®^ 


® 

The original British Commando Sweater now 
authorized wear for the Marines, U.S. Army, U.S. Air 
Force, all U.S. Military Academies and many more. 
100% Pure Virgin Wool Rib Knit. Super rugged twill 
shoulder & elbow reinforcing patches. Extra long & 
extra warm, 

A great sweater for all occasionsl Made to U.S. & 
British Military specifications to provide nearly 
everlasting wear. Get yours today! Choices of Crew 
Necks in USMC Olive Green, Blue Grey, Navy, Black & 
Tan. V-Necks in Army Black, USAF Blue, Peat Brown, 
Sand, or Navy. Men’s/Women’s Sizes 34 to 46. 


NEW! Military Camouflage, #WP-70 *59** 



SPECIAL FORCES 
MOUNTAIN 
BOOTS 


An exclusive new item made by 
Chippewa for the U.S. Special Forces. 
Designed for Mountain Operations, these 
boots are rugged and heavy duty. 
Compare these features: 

Laced-to-toe 7" Boot • Black grain-out leather* Rolled 
cushion top • Ankle binder pads • Full gusset • Fully 
lined with glove leather • Goodyear welt construction 
• VIBRAM 132 cleated heel & sole • Square trimmed toe 
and grooved heel for conventional Ski Binding • Re¬ 
movable felt slip soles • Pul! stud post hooks and 
eyelets for rapid lacing, all Black. 

Available in whole or half sizes from 7 to 
12. Regular or Wide. 

#C-990, S.F. Boots.$99.50 


“WEB NAME TAPES” 

Mil-spec cotton web tapes with your information 
embroidered on one line. Choice of Black on OD, White 
on Blue, Black on White or Navy on OD. For uniforms & 
personal equipment, 5 (apes of same name (up to 14 
letters) and color. 

<tNl5, $5.50 


Military Identification 
“DOG TAGS” 

Complete G.l. Specification Identification Necklace. 2 
Stainless steel rolled edge plates embossed with your 
information. 16 characters per line/5 lines/tag. Great 
for medical info or identifying keys & luggage. 

#TAG145, I.D. Tag Set/$5.95 
#TAG159, Rubber Silencers/$.75 
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□Send FREE 1982 Catalogue 

Brigade-- 

Quartermasters, Ltd. 

266-SF Roswell Street 
Marietta, GA 30060 



COMFORTABLE 
MESH 
BASEBALL 
CAP 


Available in Olive Green or ‘Nam Leaf 
Pattern Camouflage. Adjustable plastic 
strap. Perfect for military organizations. 
Sizes: Medium or Large. 

#BAS-C5, O.G. Mesh Cap/$4.25 
#BAS-C7, Camo Mesh Cap/$4.25 


UTILITY CAP, USMC TYPE 2 DESIGN 

Made of Mil-Spec Rip-stop Camouflage. 
Looks sharp. Not regulation. Sizes: XS, S, 
M, L, XL. 

#CCP-2, Utility Cap/$4.95 


CAMOUFLAGE 

T-SHIRTS 

At last, a regulation 
‘Nam Leaf Pattern 
Camo T-Shirt. Full cut, 
50/50 blend for comfort. 
Great match with 
Jungle Fatigues. Sizes: 
S, M, L, & XL. Short 
Sleeves. 

#BT21, $6.95 




MILITARY BERETS 

Original Mil-$pec 100% Virgin 
Wool with Leather Sweat Band, 
Fully lined with stiffener for 
flash. The absolute finest made 
anywhere. Purchased in Canada. 
Choose from Special Forces Green 
(G), Ranger Black (BL), Airborne 
Red (MR). Khaki OD (KH). State 
hat size or send head measure¬ 
ment. 

MBE-1, Beret/$14.50 


JUNGLE FATIGUES 
Camouflage, Rip-stop Poplin. Latest 
USMC issue contract goods. Sizes S,M,L 
and XL. Regulars. Coat or Trousers. 
#CAM-CT, Coat $24.50 
#CAM-TR, Trousers $24.50 


MONEY BACK GUARANTEE. Send 
Check, Money Order, or Charge to Visa or 
Mastercard. Include $1.50 Postage & 
Handling for all U.S.A. Zip Code 
Addresses. FOREIGN ORDERS must 
reauest Postage Rates. Sorry, no COD 
orders accepted. 

Charge Phone Orders to your Bankcard. 

Call (404) 428-1234_j 
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NUNCHAKU 

Powerful, but Compact 
Weapon from the East! 

Many times more effective than knives or clubs, 
even against multiple attacks. Whipping mo¬ 
tion afforded by flexible connection between 
handles yields many times the speed and power 
of just a straight stick. Patented Swivel-Chain 
provides smoothness with ultimate strength. 
Made of Jungle hardwood similar to Teak. 
African Rosewood models are finished in clear 
laquer to show off their fine red color. Both 
hardwood and rosewood models are very strong 
and hard. All handles taper from V/a' to 1” at 
connecting end. 12” lengths are most popular 
and give a little extra speed. 14” gives a bit 
more power and reach. 


Throwing Star That Sticks Every Time! 




OCTAGON Chain Style 
NO. 114-14 IN.. 15 6Z.. Black 
NO. 115- 12 IN.. 14 OZ., Black 


NO. 102 - 14 IN.. 17 OZ.. Rosewood 
NO. 103 - 12 IN.. 16 OZ.. Rosewood 


Each 

$8.95 

$11.95 



ROUND Chain Style 

NO. 120- 14 IN.. 15 OZ.. Black 
NO. 113 - 12 IN.. 14 OZ.. Black 


Each 


$8.95 


OCTAGON Nylon Strung Style Each 


$3.25 
NO. 226 


$1.50 
No. 200 


800' NO. 106 - 14 IN.. 12 OZ:. No finish ^ >1 OC 

NO. 201 NO. 107 - 12 IN., 11 OZ., No finish QH.gQ 


Martial arts throwing knife. 
Throw like dart. 200 is 4” 
& 201 is 2-5/8” Both are 
1/16” thick & nickel plat¬ 
ed. Pro model 226 Is 1/8” 
thick, 3 V 2 ” & sharpened. 
High grade steel. 



Nunchaku Carrying Case- No. 134 $2.95 

Black Vinyl, zippered case fits all nunchaku. 


Book - NUNCHAKU & SAI No. 9090 - $7.95 

By Ryusho Sakagami. Complete nunchaku train¬ 
ing manual. Extra clear multiple photo Tech¬ 
nique shows how to use this amazing weapon. 


BANKAMERiCARD & MASTER CHARGE 

Accepted for orders over S20. Give number 
and expiration date. Sign order same as 
signature appears on card. PHONE ORDERS 
BY CREDIT CARD ACCEPTED. Sorry, no 
collect calls MONEY ORDER or CERTIFIED 
CHECK assures prompt shipment. Personal 
checks are held for clearance. 


SEND YOUR ORDER TO 

DOLAN’S SPORTS 

Dept. SF, 26 Hwy 547 
Farmingdale, NJ 07727 


ADD SHIPPING 
CHARGES 

Orders under $10—75C 

$10 to $20-$1.00 

Over $20-$1.50 





Address - 
City - 


. State 


US Pat. Des 258. 246 


Write today for your free color brochure. 


fk MUSTANG GRIPS 

27616 Tyler Avenue. Rome 


I. Romoland. CA 92360 


STOP 


VOU'VIGOT 
THE WISWER IN THE 
PUMOnOURHANIIl. 


the 


Invisible cary-all'' 


Carry wallet, cigarettes, 
lighter, comb, pen, keys 
etc 

Enjoy pocketless fashion 
while protecting your 
valuables. 


Made from lightweight 
washable stretch synthe¬ 
tic with velcro closure for 
safety and proper fit. 

Two side pockets with ad¬ 
justable flaps plus two 
insert compartments. 

In navy or black with red 
trim (as available). 

Absolutely unconditio¬ 
nally guaranteed or your 
money refunded. 


ANKLER DESIGNS, P.O. BOX 5636 
San Juan. Puerto Rico 00905 
(809) 724-8072 


Please send me- Anklebags at $11.00 each. 

two for $20.00. Postage & Handling included. 
_Check_MO-MasterCard -Visa 


Card number 


Interbank number-Exp date 


Name 


which were “good feeders” or which 
had chickenshit captains or bucko 
mates. (I’ve sailed under both and 
I’ve been on boats and ships that fed 
so badly it almost let to mutiny. On 
one riverboat we literally threw the 
drunken cook into shallow water 
near Memphis, Tenn., and watched 
him swim ashore. The boat had to 
put into port while a new cook was 
obtained through the NMU hall. The 
whole crew went ashore and got 
gloriously smashed when we learned 
that “Marge,” whom we all knew, 
got the job.) 

Other chores aboard a riverboat in¬ 
volve manhandling a heavy suction 
pump out onto the tow and pumping 
out leaky (most of them are) barges 
so they won^t sink. And once I found 
myself down in the sweltering hold of 
an empty barge, shovelling mud into 
a large bucket which another deck¬ 
hand would hoist up, when full, and 
empty into the river. Rivers are mud¬ 
dy, barges are leaky and mud ac¬ 
cumulates in them. 

As on deep-sea ships, a riverboat 
captain is the Master of the Vessel — 
in other words, God. A not unusual 
punishment was to “put a man on the 
bank” — putting the head of the tow 
on the riverbank and forcing the 
miscreant to make his way, the best 
he could, to the nearest town. 

This happened to me once. I won’t 
say in this family magazine what the 
crime was, but will note that on river- 
boats most cooks and all the wait¬ 
resses are women. 

I was ejected somewhere below 
Baton Rouge, La., and 1 had exactly 
40 cents in my pocket, having banked 
all my checks. I hitchhiked to New 
Orleans and registered at the union 
hall; it was four days before I could 
catch another boat. I had one 10-cent 
hamburger each day to sustain me. 
Deckhands are (or at least were) a 
funny breed. They’d buy you all the 
beer you could drink, but damn if 
they would stake you to a meal. 

Later on, I learned which bars and 
restaurants in the various ports 
would put you “on tick” while you 
were ashore waiting for a job. Two of 
the best that I still remember all these 
years later were Andy Cole’s in New 
Orleans and Johnny Sansone’s in St. 
Louis. 

And they were supremely honest. I 
once decided to check up on Sansone 
during a period when I was “on the 
bank,” awaiting a deck job in St. 
Louis. I kept a careful check of every 
nickel spent on meals and drinks dur¬ 
ing this time. And when I came back 
a couple of months later to pay my 
bill, I found it to be exactly the same 
as my records — without interest, 
mind you. 

As Bill Mote says, many sailors 
have favorite lines on which to ship. 
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Mine were Federal Barge Line on the 
rivers and Lykes Lines for deep-sea. 

And although, as Mote says, ship¬ 
board life is better in these more 
civilized days, working conditions or 
the food used to get so bad that a 
sailor would “jump ship” without 
notifying the captain he was leaving. 

I did this once. 1 had been hanging 
around the NMU hiring hall for a 
long time and no Federal openings 
for deck crews had appeared, so I 
shipped out on a Mississippi Valley 
Line boat going on the upper-end 
clear to Minneapolis. 

It was a bummer. The food was 
lousy. The first mate was a bully and 
employed brutality to cover up his in¬ 
competence on deck, and the captain 
cared nothing for his crew’s welfare. 

I was tempted to jump at several 
ports where we locked through but 
was wary of getting off somewhere 
strange that rhight not have a union 
hall. So I made the entire trip up and 
back to Lock and Dam 26 at Alton, 
111. There, I and two other deckhands 
on our watch skipped. 

I could go on reminiscing about my 
days on the water forever, but this is 
getting too long now, so I’ll tell just 
one more story — about the only 
time in my life I was ever arrested. 

Back when I sailed the rivers, boats 
sometimes laid up in port for a day or 
so to make up large tows. The guys 
could go into town for a beer or to 
buy toilet articles, magazines, etc. 

But there was still plenty of work 
to do, so everyone couldn’t go. In 
that case, one or more of the off- 
watch crew would get stuff for the 
others. I was going “up the bank” at 
Memphis, Tenn.., one day and took 
orders from the on-watch men, 

I had a couple of beers, went to the 
drugstore to get the articles on my list 
and was returning to the boat. I was 
feeling great and whistling, when two 
Memphis detectives pulled up in an 
unmarked police car and informed 
me 1 was disturbing the peace. They 
had an anti-noise ordinance and I 
was breaking it by whistling. 

That, of course, was baloney. 
Those two cops just had it in for 
rivermen. They took me to the slam¬ 
mer, took away my belt and belong¬ 
ings, and roughed me up a little 
before locking me in. Just prior to 
the boat’s departure that day, other 
cops put me in a police car and took 
me to the waterfront. They apparent¬ 
ly had checked on departure time. 

I did not go back to Memphis for 
many years, but when I did, 1 
checked to see if I had a police 
record. 1 didn’t. The incident was 
never recorded. 

Ah, those were happy days. I was 
sunbaked to the color of old saddle 
leather and strong as a water buffalo 
from hard physical labor. I had 


worked my way up to acting second 
mate and was considering taking the 
licensing test. But about the same 
time, 1 graduated from SIU and went 
into journalism. 

Oh well, everybody is entitled to 
one mistake in life, 1 guess. ^ 

— Bob Poos 


READ 

SURVIVE 



© Natty Bumpo Ent. 19B1 
I LOVE HANDGUNS 


Bumpersticker 
Black design with red heart 
$2.00 ea. txr 3/$5.00 


Add 60c per order P & H and send to: 

NATTY SUMPO ENT. 

P.O. Box 50174, Palo Alto, CA 94303 
Dealer inquiries invited. 



STUN! \ \\ 
STAGGERS 
STOP! 

ANY ASSAILANT WITH 
AMAZING BLITZ OR 
SlPO STEEL WHIPS 


w 


SPECIFICATIONS: BLITZ: closed. 13y4" open. 

5 V 2 ounces. SlPO: 6" closed, open, 10 
ounces. Please add $2.00 for handling & shipping. 

INCO B(8) 

P.O. BOX 3111, BURBANK, CA 91504 • (213) 842-4094 


Dealer 

Inquiries 

Invited. 


PALM SIZED INSTANT PROTECTION 

These are the original steel whips, gun blued for low 
profile visibility, small but powerful. They open in an 
eyebllnk, deliver stunningly painful blows, rendering 
assailants helpless instantly without breaking bones. 
No matter the odds, they're with you and a Blitz or 
Sipo. Totally guaranteed, of course. 


BLITZ 


$19®5 SlPO 


-“""“"SATISFACTION GUARANTEED' 


INCO B(8) P.O. BOX 3111, BURBANK, CA 91504»{213) 842-4094 


Please send me_Sipo{s) at $19.95 each and/or__ Bl"itz(es) at $15.95 each 

plus $2.00 postage and handling In U.S.A. 

Enclosed $_Paid by □ Cash □ Check □ Money Order 


Name 


Address _ 

City _State_Zip 

Foreign orders add $10.00 each paysbte in U.S. currency ofrly.f 
/Nor tot SoiiufO us c^rirriiM H/hsre prbhiinlfEc/j 
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$ 36.00 
THE URBAN PAL 


Don’t Go Out 
Without It! 


In our modern urban environment It’s easy to run Into a situation where even 
your good credit just can’t cut it. That’s when you need a *pal‘. Cold Steel 
presents the Urban Pal, the world’s strongest pocket knife. Delighted owners 
have used the Urban Pal for everything from scribing metal and cutting 
carpet to skinning a deer. 

Make the Urban Pal your ‘friend in need’, it could be a lifesaver. 

Don’t go out without it. 


• APPROX. 2 OZ. • TOP QUALITY LEATHER SHEATH 

• 440 C STAINLESS RC 56/58 • MULTIPLE CARRYING ATTACHMENTS 

• REINFORCED POINT AND EDGE • LIFETIME GUARANTEE TO ORIGINAL OWNER 

M 4 IL THIS NO RISK COUPON rOD 4 y 


NAME 

(PLEASE PRINT) 


CITY 


COLO S7FF£ INC. 


Please send the following 


(ADD SI 5(3 PDSTAGE/HANDLINGlCAiif residents include sales tax 

f ’ MONEY ORDER I ' CHECK ENCLOSED 
CHARGE TO MY: VISA MASTER CARD 


(LIST ALL NUMBERS ON YOUR CREDIT CARD) (EXPIRATION DATE) 

OR PHONE IN YOUR CREDIT CARD ORDER 


CATALOGUE $2 (GOOD TOWARD FIRST PURCHASE) 

2128 UNIT 0 , KNOLL DRIVE, VENTURA CA 93003 DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED ( 805 ) 656.5191 
I ....--.MONEY BACK (LESS POSTAGE) IF NOT SATISFIED 


BRAND NEW — THE F1 ■ A2 “ 

.. .OR HOW TO GO FROM NASTY TO DOWNRIGHT WICKED. 

The original FI - A Mlni-14 Folding Stock has been acclaimed the finest folding 
stock made. Everyone says it is perfect; can’t be improved - everyone but us! For 
over a year an improved version of the F1 - A, a military only version, has been 
in existence. There have been rumors about this “nasty piece of 
equipment”, but less than a dozen civilians have ever 
seen one. This year we are releasing the military version for 
civilian sales under the designation F1 - A2. It Is approximately 
300% stronger than the original F1 - A and features the follow¬ 
ing specifications. The pivot assembly, lock-work and 
all moving parts are investment cast 4140, heat treated 
to 28 + Rockwell. Stock tubing is 7/16“ diameter and 
of carbon steel, as are all other metal parts. The 
stock body and buttpad are a structural 
nylon/mineral/fiberglass compound that is 
10 times stronger than walnut, Imper¬ 
vious to chemicals, temperature 


extremes, and the most brutal 
impacts. The FI - A2 has an im 
proved surface texture and 
grip checkering for an 
even firmer hand 
hold. The folding as¬ 
sembly tucks in so 
close that it pro¬ 
trudes from 
the side 
less 



than 
7/8 of an 
inch. Length 
of pull is 14 3/8” 
and total weight 
remains at 2.6 
lbs. This stock is so 
rugged that you can 
actually beat In doors with 
it, drop it from planes, etc. 
without damage! Non-refiective 
blue. $114.95 + $5.00 insurance 
and handling. Stainless steel, 
$10.00 extra. Genuine Ruger 
Ventilated Hand Guards . . . 
$14.50 ppd. Military Spec. Front 
Sight and Flash HIder assembly 
for Mini-14 (all steel) $32.00 ppd. Our 
new 1982 CATALOG of rifle and shot- 


»>. X 

«rtd W 

ifk o( ▼ 


gun combat accessor¬ 
ies, paramilitary firearms, 
Day/Night sighting sy¬ 
stems, law enforcement 
and survival equipment Is 
now out. $4.00 (Refundable 
with order). 



TM F1-A2 ti 
a registsrtd 

R & R ENTERPRISES • Box 385, Jefferson, S.D. 57038 • 605-966-5382 


LEBANON 

Continued from page 45 


reconnoitering Palestinian territory near 
Nabatiye. Giving up, I climbed atop the 
Sherman for a better view. Peering over 
the top of the Browning, I spotted 
something moving down near the Litani. 
Chambering a round, I trained the 
HMG in that direction but held my fire 
until I could see the target: a man with 
his hands extended high over his head. 

Yelling at Hassan to get his rifle, I told 
him to take up a position on the em¬ 
bankment in front of me. He waited im¬ 
patiently for the man to reach the con¬ 
certina wire. Then he jumped from his 
prone position and with his rifle leveled 
at the man’s mid-section, slowly worked 
his way down the treacherous, rock- 
covered ground while I drew a steady 
bead on our visitor. 

As Hassan moved closer, he shouted 
something in Arabic and our visitor lay 
face down on the ground. Hassan tied 
the man’s hands behind his back and 
then blindfolded him with a roll of gun¬ 
cleaning cloth. Guiding our prisoner up 
to our position, Hassan sat him down on 
the embankment in front of me so I 
could keep an eye on him while he put a 
call through to the Israelis. 

Hassan questioned the prisoner: a 
Syrian deserter. He had heard that Maj. 
Haddad was granting full amnesty to 
Palestinian defecters. Within the hour 
our prisoner was ushered into the back 
of the APC by a number of Israelis and 
Lebanese, and the vehicle ground back 
up the hill. 

I heard later that Maj. Haddad and 
some Israeli brass were on hand to meet 
the APC when it reached the hill top. 
The major took the still-blindfolded 
Syrian off to one side for a short private 
conversation. Then the Israelis loaded 
him into a jeep for the ride to army 
headquarters in Metulla. 

My second night of duty started out 
much like the first. It was a quiet, 
peaceful evening. I had just gotten to 
sleep when I was awakened by a bone¬ 
jarring explosion. Everyone began hol¬ 
lering and shouting orders as we hastily 
jerked on our boots, not bothering to tie 
them. We bolted from our cots to take 
up defensive positions on the banks. I 
sprinted full-speed over the ground and 
hit a prone position just below the top of 
the embankment off to one side of the 
Sherman. Everyone was shooting. I 
began to pump lead into the treeline 
below and the muzzle blasts from my ri¬ 
fle filled my eyes and mouth with dust. 
Emptying a 20-round magazine, I slam¬ 
med home a fresh one and started 
squeezing the trigger again. 

Tony was on the Sherman, raking the 
terrain below with the Browning, while 
another Lebanese did the same from 
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atop the APC. After a few minutes of 
sustained fire, Tony ordered us to cease 
fire until he could get some illumination. 
Watching the action from their barracks 
on the hill behind us, the Israelis figured 
they could help us best by firing a few il¬ 
lumination rounds over our position. 

We heard the distant boom of artil¬ 
lery, and then the valley stillness was dis¬ 
rupted by the “whoo, whoo” sound of a 
descending flare. Our eyes strained to 
see if anything moved under the glare of 
the diminishing flare. Since there was no 
fog, we had an unobstructed view down 
to the Litani River about one klick 
away. Seeing no movement, Tony put a 
call through to the Israelis to have our 
artillery cease fire. Tony told us that a 
Palestinian had crept up on us, using a 
ravine as cover. He then fired a RPG 
round at the APC but it skimmed the 
top and exploded in the rocks on the 
other side of an embankment. 

When it was light enough to see what 
we were doing, Tony, Hassan and I 
made the 40-meter trek through the gar¬ 
bage and weeds down to the spot just on 
the other side of the concertina wire 
where Tony had seen the flash. Walking 
through an opening in the wire, the only 
evidence we saw of our Palestinian 
visitor was the patch of ground that was 
blown clear by the blast of the rocket 
launcher. From where we were standing, 
the only piece of equipment we could see 
inside our compound was the Browning 


atop the APC; his chances of hitting the 
vehicle itself had been slim to none. 

Except for rare exchanges of small- 
arms fire with the Palestinians across the 
Litani, the rest of the week was loathe- 
some beyond measure. To pass the time, 
we used the stray cats that rummaged 
through the garbage piles for target 
practice or blasted away at migrating 
cranes that wheeled in the sky over us. 

A few minutes before our final depar¬ 
ture we heard explosions and automatic 
fire coming from Palestinian camps on 
the mountainsides near Beaufort. Ob¬ 
viously, they were getting ready. ^ 



- EXCLUSIVE 

UK MAGAZINES 


30 Round 

.308 (Steel) $0063 

40 Round 


.223 


Add 5% of total order for shipp ing & handling. 

Cash, Cert. Check or Money Order- No C.O.D. 
California residents add 6% sales tax. 


[HARDCORPS^ 



IN 400 YEARS... 

the cnmniDn fostsoldier 
cen be equipped with 
a praclital badv armor 
which wilt atop 
the Stan dardweaponi 
of an opposing force! 

THE BODY ARMOR ENTIRELY NEW 
IN CONCEPT AND CONSTRUCTION 

For a free brochu re on the H AROCORPS 
line of body armor contact 

SECOND^HANCE 

V 

Box 578SF • Central Lake. Ml 49622 U.S.A. 
TWX 810-291-1950 


Be a LAW OFFICER 


PREPARE AT HOME IN SPARE TIME 

No Previous Training Necessary 


The LAW ENFORCEMENT COURSE Written by Experts Based 
on Actual Police Academy Training Programs! If police work sounc|s 
exciting... if crime prevention, helping others, and making the world 
a better place to live are important to you, .send for free information 
about Police Sciences Institute. The experts on our staff have trained 
hundreds of men in resident police academies, and now you can 
get that same knowledge at home, in your spare time. 

Do You Peel Qualified for 

l^y^’cVco-.-u.ity 
Law of Arrc^ 



Enrollment in this Course? 

Before you starl any police trainiiift 
projiram, you .shititld have a seriitus 
inieresl in la^^ enforcement and be t»f 
jiOOd character. Your puipose in tukiuti 
thi.s course should be one t>f the 
foUowin)!: 

1. TO PREPARE FOR RESIDENT POLICE 
ACADEMY TRAINING. Although entrance 
requirements ordinarily do not require 
previous training, this course can make 
your training easier after you are 
accepted. 

2. TO PREPARE FOR EXAMINATION where 
knowledge of police practices count, 
offered by cities, counties and others 
to screen applicants for police work. 
3. TO LEARN POLICE WORK AS A BACK¬ 
GROUND FOR A CAREER IN OTHER AREAS 
OF LAW ENFORCEMENT . . . parole 
officer, park ranger, correctional inslitu 
tion. or working in security for business 
and industry. 
4. TO EXPAND YOUR KNOWLEDGE OF 
POLICE SCIENCES for your own interest. 
Perhaps you want to do volunteer work 
or become a reserve police officer, or 
are interested in police sciences and 
criminal investigation to improve 
your education. 


. criminal 

. Traffic Enforcement 

iKSMPtnge’rpfinls^ 



Experts Show You What to Do, How to 
Do it... Guide You Every Step of the 
Way! Everything explained in easy-to- 
understand language, complete with 
drawings, diagrams and photographs. 
You'll learn everything from patrol pro¬ 
cedures, criminal investigation techniques— 
fingerprints, photography, gathering evidefnee—to 
traffic control, accident investigation, crowd control 
and making arrests. Every subject based on actual 
instruction used in recognized police academies. 


Course Includes 4 Big Kits! 









Police Sciences is Useful for Men 
and Women in the Following Fields 
State Police * Gam^ Warden 
Correctional Officers • County Sheriffs 
Business and Industrial Security 
City and County Marshals • Highway 
Patrol • Animal Control Officer 
State and Federal Park Rangers 
Probation and Parole Officers 
Private Investigators • City Police 
Officers • Narcotics Officers 
other Regulatory Agencies 


Mail coupon for free facts 

and survey showing employment success of our graduates. 



1. Fingerprinting Field Kit Includes powder, brushes, fingerprint streps sensitizing 

f iad to lift latent finoerprints plus Course Supplement— Fingerprints 2. Traffic 

nvesUgator's Field Kit To reconstruct the scene of the accident—accident 
template, skid-speed computer, marking crayon lust like the professionals use 
tor accident descriptions and investigations 3. Crime Scene Investigator's Kit 
r Includes transparent rule, triangle, graph paper, house furnishing template and 
' architect s template everything you need to sketch the scene of the crime 
4. Crime Scene Photography Kit Shows you how to photograph the crime scene 
You receive camera film flash bulbs baftenes and Course Supplement— Crime 
Scene Photography 

Plus much, much more including Physical Conditioning and Illusiraled 
Glossary of law enlorcemeni terms. 

Mail Coupon Today lor FREE FACTS 



Police Sciences Institute, Dept. RS062 

4401 Birch Street, Newport Beach, CA 92660 

Please rush me free facts and color brochure that 
tell me how I can learn Police Sciences and Law 
Enforcement at home. No obligation, no salesman 
will call. 


Name 



Address 



City/Stale /7ip 
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S,000 CANDLEPOWER 


FROM ONLY SIX STANOARD FLASHLIGHT BAHERIES IN 3-CELL LENGTH 

Made to pierce the murky depths and withstand pressures of underwater operation, on land beam leaps out 
for 20 miles 93.000 candlepower illuminates objects clearly a mile away Used by fire and police who say it is 
the brightest light known. New low pricing as shown below Beautiful smooth polypropylene finish that is 
almost impossible to break You can jump on this flashlight' AMERICAN 

MADE 


TREMENDOUS 
PIERCING BEAM 
On Land 

CUTS THRU FOG and SMOKE 


SI6.95 for one 

$14.95 ea. for 2 (total S29.90] 

SI 3.95 ea. for 3 total $41.85 
$12.95 ea. for 4 (total $51.80) 
$10.95 ea. for 4 (total $51.80) 

$ 8.95 ea. for 12 (total $107.40) 


Enclosed 


is □ Check for $_ 

P Money Order for_$ 


ORDER BY MAIL 


or charge my p Master Charge Q BankAmencard 

Card Number _ _ __ 

Exp, Date__ _ 

Sienature ____ 


Used by $kln dtV' 
crt. hunteri, (tsh 
('men. shippert, 
wplcbmen, fitt de 
piMmrnts. police 
(who hpit this new 
li|ht AS the in 
swef to thfii 
needs' 


~ SHINES A MILE! 

BLUE STREAK, Dept. 82-AB, Box 7243, Kansas 


USSR 

Continued from page 33 

fitted with rocker arms to simulate the 
lurching ride of a vehicle over rough 
ground. Field training includes live fir¬ 
ing from mockups and vehicles. Units 
trained for air-assault operations — 
which is normally at least one company 
in each regiment — repeat this pro¬ 
cedure, using mockup helicopters. In 
Soviet air-assault operations, troops car¬ 
ried aboard the helicopters use gunports 
to add to the suppressive fire directed on 
the LZ. The Soviets will not assign any 
soldier who requires glasses to motorized 
rifle units. 

On the average, Soviet motorized rifle 
troops spend 23 hours a month on weap¬ 
ons training, each soldier’s training con¬ 
centrating on his primary assigned weap¬ 
on. This is the second largest allocation 
of training time for the Soviet soldier. 
Only tactical training, which repeats 
every six months the familiar pro¬ 
gression of squad-platoon-company- 
battalion-regiment and finally division¬ 
sized exercises, has more time allocated 
to it — an average of 55 hours a month. 

Throughout training, Soviet soldiers 
learn to shoot at night and in reduced 
visibility, and simulate nuclear, bio¬ 
logical and chemical battlefield condi¬ 
tions. All Soviet servicemen (except, ap¬ 
parently, those in construction or other 
non-combat units) must qualify with the 
assault rifle. Soldiers whose primary 
specialty will be the use of another 


IT TAKES MORE THAN 
LUCK TO BE A SURVIVOR .... 


The next crisis you face will probably demand 
more than just brute force and luck. You'll need 
every edge you can get: knowledge, skill, and good 
equipment. 

Our books show you what you need and give you 
the knowledge to do the right thing. They make you 
the master of the situation and show you how to use 
your skills to their best advantage. We ll show you 
how to keep your equipment and guns going long 
after supply lines break down and the corner store 
closes for good. 

REMINGTON 1100 SHOTGUN MANUAL The choice 
of SWAT and police units, we show you how to 
keep this fast-firing defense weapon going, 
parts to have, accessories, and modifications 
for it, $3.98 

REMINGTON 742. 4. 7400 RIFLE MANUAL Learn 
how to create a large-caliber, “ poor-man's" 
assault rifle from this popular sporter. How to 
strip It. spare parts you need, and the accesso¬ 
ries you need to create a reliable battle-ready 
weapon. $3.98 

SURVIVAL RELOADING Detailed survey of re¬ 
loading equipment with an eye toward which 
is best for the survivaf/st (as well as the pock- 
etbook). “How-to’s” include special combat 
loads and emergency powder substitutes. 
Keep your gun going if the manufacturers ever 
quit making ammo and reloading supplies. 
S4.98 


870 REMINGTON HANDBOOK How to keep this 
survival/defense weapon going, parts to have, 
and how to modify it. $3.98 

MINI*14HANDB00KTakesup where the owner’s 
manual leaves off. How to strip it to replace 
parts and modify It into a battle-ready wea¬ 
pon. S3.98 

THOMPSON/CENTER CONTENDER MANUAL How 
to adapt this dependable target gun to your 
own survival needs and how to use it. Includes 
how to strip It, essential spare parts vou need, 
and accessories available for it. $3.98 

NUCLEAR WAR SURVIVAL by Duncan Long. Informa¬ 
tion that will save your life, put together as 
only a pro can do it. “’Nontechnical and directly 
to the point . —Journal of Civil Defense. 
$7.49 

CHEMICAL/BIOLOGICAL WARFARE SURVIVAL by 
Long. Clear instructions on how to survive 
these deadly weapons. Includes decontamina¬ 
tion and medical treatment procedures. $6.99 

PROTECTION AND SECURITY How to safely foil 
criminals, maintain safety and privacy at 
home, on the street, and In your business— 
without spending a small fortune. $7,49 

SHELTER/REFUGE DEFENSE by Long. The book 
on guarding your shelter and group against 
desperate predators. “If you .. . think there 
might be a need to defend your home or 
retreat, buy this book ’ —Survival News. $7.49 


NAME _ 

ADDRESS _ 

CITY__STATE_ZIP_ 

Hurry, it may be later than you think ... 



Circle the books you want—or write their 
titles on a separate piece of paper—fill in your 
name and address, and mail to our address 
below. 

MONEYBACK GUARANTEE on all books. Pri¬ 
ces include postage, handling fees, and appli¬ 
cable sales taxes. Prepayment required: sorry 
no C.O.D.'ss. 

Dealers' inquiries welcomed. 

Send 75 cents for a sample copy of our new 
newsletter... or get a free copy of our new¬ 
sletter with the purchase of any of the above 
books. 

LONG SURVIVAL PUBLICATIONS 
Box 163, Dept. FF-323, Wamego, KS 66547 
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weapon — such as machine-gunners and 
snipers — then go on to qualify with 
these weapons. 

The training procedure for machine- 
gunners is much the same as for rifle 
training. Those soldiers who have had 
machine-gun training in DOSAAF are 
usually assigned to this specialty. Soviet 
machine-gunners are trained to engage 
both point and area targets and to fire in 
short bursts, as are U.S. M60 gunners. 

Every Soviet motorized rifle platoon 
has a sniper. Soviet sniper training is ex¬ 
tensive. Many divisions have special 
sniper schools which in a 60-day course 
teach both marksmanship with the SVD 
7.62mm Dragunov sniper rifle and the 
strategy and tactics of combat sniping. 


Top Quality Cotton Polyester 



Prices include postage & handling. 
Sizes: S, M, L, XL—$8.50, XXL—$9.50 
Colors: Red, yellow, blue, black, white 
Send check or money order to: 

GMB Diversified-Oept. 50F 

494 Walters Road 
Chagrin Falls, Ohio 44022 
Specify size, quantity, color. 



TheAPPLEGATE- 
MIRBAIRN 

MOST 
KNIFE 
MADE 

in 1943, OSS Col. Rex Applegate 
and British Capl W.E. Fairbairn. 
two of the greatest close-combat 
experts of all time, came 
together to design the ultimate 
fighting knife, the successor to 
the classic Fairbairn-Sykes. 

Today. 39 years later, Col. 
Applegate has chosen the 
renowned Yancey Custom 
Knife Works of Colorado to 
produce a limited number of 
these exquisite weapbns. 

No compromise has been 
tolerated in the design 
and manufacture of the 
Applegate-Fairbairn. 
For beauty, history, and 
for sheer excellence, the 
Applegate-Fairbairn. at 
$350, may be the most 
intelligent investment 
you'll ever make. 

FREE INFORMATION 
PACKAGE 

For complete history 
and Information on the 
Applegate-Fairbairn. 
write to WELLS CREEK 
KNIFE AND GUN WORKS, 
Rt. I.Box 22fi Dept2B, 
Scottsburg. OR. 97473 or 
(BOO) B24-7B88. operator 
. In California (BOO) 852-7777. 


WHEN SURVIVAL MEANS 

TRAVEUNG UGHT! 

CARRT 400 GALLONS of PURE 
DOniKINS WA1IR... H VOUR POCKET 


No pills or chemicals to add 
just dip end in water and 
use like a straw. 

A MUST FOR: 

• HUNTERS 

• FISHERMEN 

• BACKPACKERS 

• EMERGENCY SUPPLIES 

• FOREIGN TRAVELERS 

Lasts up to five years, depending on 
the amount of suspended solids.* 

99% effective against Giardia 
lamblla, the greatest cause of 
diarrhea in mountain streams 
and lakes. 

Not just a filter, but a purifier! 


Department of Zoology 
Brigham Young University 

“Personnel within the Department of 
Zoology at Brigham Young 
University, Provo, Utah have tested 
this device for Its ahlllty to remove 
and/or kill cysts and frophoioifea of 
Glardia lamhila. This organism Is tha main 
cause of diarrhea tn Imilrfduafs who drink 
water In mountainous streams^ 

Preliminary tests have shown this device 
to be highly effective (99%+) against this 
particular disease agent” 


^Purifies up to 400 gallons depending on 
the amount of suspended particles. 

Not for use In 
saltwater sources. 


1627 East Edinger, Suite “E", Santa Ana, Ca. 92705 
SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER 
Calif, residents call (714) 973-2073 

Please Credit card orders CALL TOLL FREE (800) 854-0561, ext. 856 
Print 

Name _ 



Address . 
City_ 


State. 


Zip 


CHARGE 

ACCOUNT 1 I I 
NUMBER I I I 


.1 I I 1 1 I I I I I 


EXPIRATION DATE 
MO. / VR. 


30 Day Unconditional Money Back Guarantee 


Sorry, No C.O.D.'s 


Price—$12.95 plus $1.00 Postage and Handling. California residents add 6% sales tax. 
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raiight, streetwise dagger is essentially a last-ditch stabbing weapon, 
for the palm thrust. The razor sharp double edge blade features an 
unconventional single side grind offering an exceptionally strong spear point. 
Originaliy designed for undercover narcotics agents, the Urban Shiv is easily 
capable of penetrating heavy clothing and inflicting severe wounds with its 
triangular cross-section blade. Inconspicuous and compact each Shiv comes 
complete with a quality leather sheath, pendant, forearm/ankle attachments 
and detachable boot/beit clip. *check local ordinances before carrying concealed 

MAIL THIS NO RISK COUPON TODAY 


NAME 

(PLEASE PRINT) 
ADDRESS 

CITY 


STATE 


Please send the following 

(ADO SI 50 POSTAGE/HANOLINGt CALIF residents include sales tax 

, MONEY ORDER f1 CHECK ENCLOSED $_ 

CHARGE TO MY: P VISA P MASTER CARD 

(lisf ALL NUMBERS ON YOUR CREDIT CARO) (EXPIRATION OATE) 

CATALOGUE $2 (GOOD TOWARD FIRST PURCHASE) PHONE IN YOUR ? 

2128 UNIT D. KNOLL DRIVE. VENTURA CA 93003 DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED (805) 65e-519T 
money sack (LESS POSTAGE} IF NOT SAT/SF/ED 


cou) i'mi INC." 


• STAINLESS STEEL RC 56/68 


• THICK 
• APPROX. 2 02. 


• NON REFLECTIVE FOR NIGHT WORK. OC 

• LIFETIME GUARANTEE TO ORIGINAL OWNER, 


Snipers are normally selected from 
soldiers who have been competition 
shooters in their DOSAAF units. Snip¬ 
ers receive medical screening for above- 
average vision, hearing, memory and 
reaction time. 

Combat pistol shooting is not em¬ 
phasized in either the Soviet armed 
forces or their civilian marksmanship 
programs. Only target or air pistols are 
used by civilians, largely because the 
standard Soviet Makarov 9mm pistol is 
considered a self-defense weapon. Of¬ 
ficers above the rank of major and some 
vehicle and helicopter crewmen have the 
Makarov as their primary weapon, al¬ 
though many junior officers and war¬ 
rant officers carry it as well as a rifle. In 
some units soldiers who qualify with the 
rifle in less than a specific amount of 
time are allowed to qualify with the 
pistol as a reward. 

The number of live rounds available 
for weapons training apparently varies 
from unit to unit, according to readiness 
status and from year to year. Soviet live- 
fire training has been criticized as inade¬ 
quate and it is probably less effective 
than U.S. Army training. Riflemen are 
not cross-trained on other weapons and 
assistant machine-gunners are instructed 
in the firing of the weapon, but only 
when the training time and ammunition 
are not required by the designated ma¬ 
chine-gunners. 

The Soviet Army does not stress ac- 


Exclusive Crystal Cover Strap! 

WATCHBA\ld 



Protects your watch and 
conceals nighttime glow. 

Heavy-Duty, Mil-Spec \A(eb, 1 %". Sewn 
with nylon thread. Nearly indestruct- 
able and will not rot. Velcro® Hook-n- 
Loop closures secure the Cover and our 
unique Double-locking wrist band will 
not come off even under stress. 
Washable. Measure wrist to nearest V 4 " 
and specify color. Olive, Black, Sage 
Green, Navy. 

#CB 1 , $5.50 


BRIGADE’S KNIFE POUCH 

A fitting accessory for most pocket knives. Made of the 
same material as our Commando Watchband. Regular size 
fits most pocket knives and all width belts. Velcro® 
protective flap keeps knife safe and ready when you need 
it. Olive, Black, Navy, Sage. 

#PCH 1 , Regular $3.95 

#PCH 2 , Extra Large for Buck size knives. 

#PCH3, for Swiss Champion. Specify type. Olive, Black. 
Just $4.95. 


NYLON COMMANDO FIELD WALLET 

Rugged nylon packcloth wallet with Velcro® closure. 5 
inside pockets for bills, I.D. and credit cards. Water 
repellent, washable & comfortable. A must for any^ 
outdoors person. Choose Olive, Camouflage, Black,] 
Brown, Blue, Green or Divers' Red. 

#NWT-79, $7.95 




Brigade-- 

Quartermasters, Ltd. 

266-SF Roswell Street 
Marietta, GA 30060 


MONEY BACK GUARANTEE. Send Check. Money 
Order or Charge to Visa or Mastercard. Include $1.50 
Postage & Handling Fee for all U.S.A. Zip Code 
Addresses. Foreign Orders must request Postage Rates. 
Sorry, No C.O.D.’s. 

Charge Phone Orders To Your Bankcard 
Call (404) 428-1234 


from DeSantis 



SLANT SHOULDER RIG 

ibtweightl Comfortable! Highly 
mcealable! Gun rides secure¬ 
ly a(td8t best draw angle. 
Full grain leather holster, 
individually molded, with 
Thumb Break (large 
guns) or Pull-Thru Snap 

J (small gons). Double 
bonded nylon cord 
stitching. Molded sight 
track. Adjustable soft 
supple suede harness. 


^49 


95 


RETAIL 
farr&3"BBL Small 
Revolvers. Small 
& Med. Frame Auto’s. 
$55,95 

for2''&4"BBLMed.& 
Larae Revolvers, Large 
Auto’s, 9mm & 45 s. 
Prices include Single 
Ammo Pouch. Add 
$8 [for Double 
Pouch, for 
Ouffcase Attachment. 


State make, model 


BBL and whether right or left-handed 
Add S3 00 per holster for handling and shipping. New York 
residents add appropr<ate sales tax. Foreign orders-add 
15% shipping. U S funds only Send money order or certified 
check. MasterCard & Visa-give expiration date-accepted 

DeSantis manufactures a complete line of 
holsters creatively designed to fill the 
specific needs of gun enthusiasts and law 
enforcement personnel. Mail $2 for our 
complete l2'-page, full color catalog. 
Dealer inquiries invited-call or write. 


holster and Leather Goods Co. 
Dept. SF8,155 Jericho Turnpike 
, Mineola, NY 11501 • (516) 742-7900 
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curate rifle fire at ranges further than 
200 meters. Indeed, the ballistics of the 
7.62mnix39 M43 intermediate round 
used in all Soviet assault rifles until the 
introduction of the 5.45mm rounds for 
the AK-74 made aimed fire at longer 
ranges difficult. What the Soviet Army 
demands of its riflemen is suppressive 
fire — hence the emphasis on firing full’ 
auto. They are to keep the enemies* 
heads down while the combined-arms 
armored offensive literally rolls over the 
opposition. Targets at longer range are 
left to the machine guns. The platoon 
sniper deals with the rare occasions in 
which long-range, aimed, single-shot fire 
is required. 

Although the Soviet methods of com¬ 
bat shooting may prove effective against 
NATO forces in Germany, against Af¬ 
ghans it results in a lot of rocks being 
sprayed by automatic fire while the Af¬ 
ghans move to another position. The 
hawk-eyed inhabitants of the Northwest 
Frontier can pick off Soviets with their 
bolt-action Lee-Enfields, using long- 
range aimed shots, much better than the 
Soviets can return the compliment. In 
the future, Soviet weapons training may 
be modified so that it includes the 
lessons learned in Afghanistan. 

Weapons training and marksmanship 
remain an important part of Soviet 
military power. The Soviet call for a 
“nation in arms** literally means a whole 
nation trained to use these arms. ^ 



GUN PiCTuHECl gb series 

Our new Maxi-14 was designed for the man wha is really serious about his weapon. Now you can 
upgrade yaor Ruger® Mlni-14's classic WW II design and moke It look and function tike a modern 
combat weapon should. A rugged black anodized aluminum frame helps keep the Moxi-14 light as 
well as tough. The steel multi-position stock extension telescopes to offer the optimum fit for ail arm 
reaches as well as “full in" for transport and fast “in close" work. Pistol grip, detachable cart 7 ing 
handle - even the shotgun style fore grip pump which operates the bolt mechanism for fast, on target 
|om clears, make this new Mcxl-14 the best yet. It fits oil Mini-14 models too - 180, 181, 182, GB, and 
snaps in piece like the standord Ruger stock in seconds without tools, or machining. So if you think 
your Mini-14 is a good weapon now - wgit till you try it with our stock - you'll think it's great. 

OFFER VOID WHERE PROHIBITED BY LAW, FL RESIDENTS ADD 4% SALES TAX 


Name: . 


To PFM, P.O. Box 490, Maitland, FL 32751 
Enclosed is my O check O money order for the 
PFM “MAXI 14 “TM Combat Stock SOF-8 


Address;. 


Zip 


% 

ONUY 



Here Is an un-retouched photo (TRI-X) at 1/1000 sec.) showing what the M19-A BB SyhmQchpne Gun likes to do best - 
BLAST BOTTLES TO BITS! (In a safe place please!). Spitting 3,000 BB's per minute well over 50 yards says one thing - 
FIREPOWER! It's simple to use too - just pour in BB's (3,000 maximum) pop In the compressed air or one pound can of 
Freon (as pictured - available at auto, air conditioning, and hardware stores) and watch out - another AA19-A is on the 
prowl. Get in on the AUTO-ACTION and order your M19-A today. Oh yes, if you're a pistolero get the Ml 9-AMP. it's a 
smaller pistol version that performs exactly like its big brother the M19-A. Better yet, get em both. 

$39*00 0QCh or both for $75*00 offer void where prohibited by law FL residents ADD 4% SALES tax 

1 


STREET_ 

CITY, STATE. 


PRINT OR TYPE THE FOLLOWING 
NAME _ 


SEND TO; 

LARC INT., P.O. BOX 460, MAITLAND, FL 32751 
(305) 339-6699 SOF-8 

THIS MUST BE SIGNED. 

I AFFIRM THAT I AM 18 YEARS OR OLDER, 

SIGNED _ 


SEND ME: □ M19-A 


□ Ml 9-AMP 


ZIP 
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BLACK FOREST 
SWORD CANES 

We've just received a ship¬ 
ment of the sturdiest and 
fmest quality we have ever 
seen...flitch-cut solid hard 
maple canes made in West 
^ Germany with the smooth 
and lustrous finish you love 
to stroke. Strong, curved 
handies; horn tips. The 
gram of this wood glows 
with an inner beauty that 
recalls der Schwarzwald. 
The concealed sword is an 
absolutely top quality 
stainless steel blade ca. 32 
inches long inside the 
36-inch cane. Twist handle 
V 4 turn and sword slides 
out effortlessly. Positive 
catch holds blade firmly 
and securely upon re¬ 
sheathing of sword. A real 
collectors’ buy at 
$ 110.00 shipped 
prepaid and insured. 

Order from: 


Dept. SAM-8 
Box 3042 

Rosedale, Kansas 66103 
Tel. (816) 221-8840 


7000 VOLTS 

In the Palm of Your Hand 



The 

ELECTRIC 

FIST 


Weighs 10Vi oz. Mea¬ 
sures 6 % X 2 X IV 4 
inches. Cover with 
your hand or hold on 
end. Safety switch. 
Cycolac case for long life. No hazard to user but 
repels largest animals. Made for close work by 
veterinarians. No permit required. An ideal no- 
nonsense defensive weapon. Complete with bat- 
teries (two 9-volt alkaline cells). Send check or 
money order or charge Visa or MasterCharge. 


$24.50—Holster $3 


GARDEZ BEIN, Dept. SAM-B 
Box 7243. Kansas City, Mo 64113 


BULLETIN 

BOARD 


Continued from page 8 

equipped a fast-reaction anti-terrorist 
force. The group, iess than 20 men, is 
iocated at a remote section of Fort 
Bragg, N. C. 

The spokesman declined to com¬ 
ment on reports that the unit had 
been sent to Italy In order to aid 
Italian police in their successful 
liberation of Brig. Gen. James L. 
Dozier from captivity by the Red 
Brigades. He said only that the unit 
had been “exercised.” 

The force is a multi-service group 
and comes under direct control of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff. 


ACTORS 

r\ AID REBELS . . . 

Ed Asner, the Lou Grant of TV- 
series fame, is a fine actor but his 
political views leave something to be 
desired. They are about the same as 
those of Jane Fonda. 

Asner is the leader of a group of 
Hollywood freaks who have an¬ 
nounced that they are raising $1 



American Pistol Insfllufe. Pouiden, Arizona 86334 


The Complete Private 
Smallarms Training Center 

THE FIRST WITH THE MOST 

Twenty-six Expert Instructors 
Seven Qualified Range Masters 
Two Complete Combat Simulators 
Eighteen Firing Ranges, from 
arm’s length to 1000 meters. 
"Crisis Management in Short Range 
Interpersonal Confrontations" 
Rifle, Pistol and Shotgun. All levels. 

Write today for information. 

Send $2 for API brochure. 

Jeff Cooper's 



American Pistol Institute 
Paulden, AZ 86334 


READ 

SURVIVE 


VALOR SPORTS 

3SOB BROWNSVILLE RO.,BRENTWOOO,PA. 15227 
PH.ai2-Baa>i333 




ALL ITEMS ARE POST-PAIOi 
A.RO.B CANADA AOO 91.50 SHIPPINQ 
VtSA&fVIASTER CHARQE ACCEPTED 
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million for the communist rebels in El 
Salvador. 

Asner, whose qualifications as a 
geo-political expert are about the 
same as Fonda’s — none — an¬ 
nounced grandly, “We are determined 
to stop American involvement in this 
war, so help us, God.” 

Asner said the money will ail be 
used for “medical aid to the Democra¬ 
tic Revolutionary Front.” That’s par¬ 
tially true. Some of it will be used for 
military medical supplies and the rest 
to buy weapons. 

Joining Asner are actress Lee 
Grant; Howard Hesseman, who plays 
Dr. Johnny Fever in WKRP In C/nc/n- 



LEGIONNAIRES 
SURVIVAL 
BOOT 
KNIFE 

ONLY 

S-|295 

Add $1.05 Hndl 


Model 
K-99-A 

Double edge 440 stainless 
steel blade. Full tang one 
piece construction. Leather 
sheath with quick release 
snap and metal boot/belt 
clip. Money Back Guaranteed 
If Not Fully Satisfied!! 


WESTBURY SALES CO. DEPT. BK-8-SF 

373 Maple Avenue, Westbury, New York 11590 




Chemical Mace is the mosi famous of all the tear gas aerosol 
devices. U is the most widely used hy police departments every¬ 
where. 

A unique firing mechanism makes CHEMICAL MACE more 
easily handled than any other device, safer to the user and more 
effective. CHEMICAL MACE contains CN (alphachloroacetephen- 
onel tear gas. The gun-grip unit which comes with each indi¬ 
vidual aerosol device measures 4W a I' 4 inches, has a range of 
1 2 teet. contains 24 grams of CN to produce 25' i-second bursts. 

Police oflicers are able to draw, aim and fire CHEHICA L MACE 
in a fraction ol the time it takes to employ ordinary products. The 
patented Hip top” hinged spring-action lid protects against ac 
cidenlal discharges, but quickly exposes (he actuator in tactical 
situations as the thumb approaches the firing zone. No actuator 
rotation is requtredi The unique shape and prolessional gun grip 
immediately points the unit in the correct direction, saving sec¬ 
onds in tactical situations. 

DEPTH DAUSE 

The user can lest the amount remaining in his or her CHEMI¬ 
CAL MACE by means of a lest depth gauge on the side ol the 
weaponi Device comes with standard carrying clip. 


I I $11.50 for one 
( I $10 each for 3 (total $30) 
I I $9 each for 6 (total $54) 

( I $8 each for 12 (total $96) 
We pay shipping costs. 


CHEIMICAL 


MACE® 


tWe nay shipping costs. Immediiie shipment tor money orders. 
Check clearance time lor regular checks ol about 3 weeks. 


Name_ 

Address . 


MACE® 


BULLETPROOF 

VEST 

Will stop the .357 Magnum, 9 mm and 00 
Buck. Meets and exceeds “Threat Level 
11” tested in accordance with the NILECJ- 
STD-0101.01. Weighs 23/4 lbs. Fits easily 
under T-Shirt, 



Front & Back Protector-$150.00 ppd. 

Detachable Side Panels.$27.50 ppd. 


Officially tested by the U.S. Government 
Edgewood Arsenal at the Aberdeen Prov¬ 
ing Grounds under the U.S. Department 
of Justice Standards. State height, chest 
and waist measurements, 

MATTHEWS POLICE SUPPLY CO. 

(a division of David Matthews, Inc.) 

P.O. Box 1754 
Matthews, N.C. 28105 


WELL ARMED 

...with an URBAN SKINNER 
you can use your *45 
as a backup! 




THE URBAN SKINNER $49.95 _ 

The only serious push dagger commercially available in America, the Urban 
Skinner is deadly effective and simple to use even if youVe never picked up a 
knife before. Use standard boxing blows for phenomenal penetration or 
mount a slashing attack with the razor sharp, hollow ground blade. 

The Skinner’s shock absorbing handle mates to a top quality leather sheath 
for inconspicuous appearance. Handy boot/belt clip for easy carrying. 

• APPROX. 3 OZ. • LIFETIME GUARANTEE TO ORIGINAL OWNER. 

• STAINLESS STEEL RC 56/58 -CHECK LOCAL ORDINANCES BEFORE CARRYING CONCEALED 

MAIL THIS NO RISK COUPON TOOAY. 


NAME 

(PLEASE PRINT) 


CITY 


COLO vmi INC. 


Please send the lollowing 

(ADO $1 50 POSTAGE/HANOUMGiCALfP residents <nciude sales tax 

□ MONEY ORDER □ CHECK ENCLOSED S_ 

CHARGE TO MY; □ VISA Q MASTER CARO 


(LIST ALL NUMBERS ON YOUR CREOff CARO) (EXPIRATION fiAI£> 

CATALOGUE $2 (GOOD TOWARD FIRST PURCHASE) PHONE IN YOUR 
2128 UNIT D, KNOLL DRIVE, VENTURA CA 93003 ^^ALER INQUIRIES INVITED (805) 656-5191 
MONEY BACK (LESS POSTAGE) IF NOT SATISFIED 
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SAY IT ALL! 

WITH OUR CUSTOM-DESIGNED T-SHIRTS & JERSEYS 

7HEAT-SEAL PATCHES -S3.00 

.0 - 

WHY WALTZ? 

WHEN 
VOL CAIN 

ROCK @ ROLL 




© 

CW NCOT BOf. 



INsacK. 



IS BEING ABLE TO 
HIT YOUB TARGET 


TlUlOUIilll 
SlJinHUOIlf 
nKEiHmnm 

© ' 


...fS BEING 
ABLEfO 
HfTYOUR 
TANQETt 






PEACES % THROUGH 
SUPERIOR nREPOWER 


o 

designs 


^y^^atoudUmd 

JEnterprises 

DEPT. SOF 

30 WOODLAWN DR., BOX C 
CHATTANOOGA.TN 37411 


SWAT TEAM' STYLE CAP 
fINE COTTON TWILL 
ADJUSTABLE NAVY ONLY 
$6iXI 



ALL SHIRTS QUALITY HAND SILK-SCREENED 
PIRST QUALITY 50 COTTON 50*- POLYESTER 

SIZES : s, M.L.XL 

IXXL AVAILABLE IN WHITE T SHIRT ONLY: S12| 

COLORS: T-shirts: tan lt blue gray 


PRICES: t-SHIRTS $8.50 
JERSEYS $10.95 
Iprice incluctm postage) 

TO ORDER: ENCLOSE $8 so for Each T shirt 

SWBS FOR EACH JERSEY S6 00 FOR EACH HAT AND 
STATE 

1)0UANTITY 2) SIZE 3) COLOR 4) ITEM CHOICE 
0E SURE TO state T-SHIFTTOR JERSEY. 


PATCHES^ Qua] i tv I limn) I IK HI I.) PAU HI 
for Jackets, hats, <-ic. arc now .iv.iilablr 
in designs A, B-1, B-2, and C. Can be ap¬ 
plied with home iron, TO QROI.R ; Give de¬ 
sign choice and quantity desired. Enclose 
S3.00 each. Price includes postage. 


MONEY-BACK 

GUARANTEE! 


OR PHONE YOUR ORDER TO 

615/624-1851 

WE /ACCEPT MASTERCARD OR VISA 


Flags of the VUbild 

IRELAND ^ ISRAEL ITALY W. GERMANY 

iC~l 0^ 

3 x5'HIGH QUALITY FLAGS 

Suitable for Decorative or Outdoor Use 


FLAG 

PRICE 

flag 

PRICE 

Belgium . 

.$18.70 

Italy. 

... .18.70 

Canada . 

.24.70 

Japan . 

.. . .24.70 

Confederate .... 

.18,00 

Mexico. 

.. . .25.70 

Denmark....... 

.23.70 

Panama . 

.. . .24.70 

Egypt . 

.24.70 

Phillipines. 

. . . .25.70 

Finland. 

.23.70 

Poland . 

.. . .18.70 

France . 

.18.70 

Portugal. 

. .. .25.70 

W. Germany .... 

.18.70 

S. Africa. 

. . . .25.70 

Greece. 

.24.70 

Spain ... 

.. . .24.70 

Ireland. 

.18.70 

Sweden . 

.. . .19.70 

Israel. 

.24.70 

United States. 

.. . .18.00 

All US Forces Flags (Army, Navy, USAF. USCG, USMC... 

.. $27.70 


All Nations & U.S. State Flags Available by Special Order 

Call 1-800-426-4747 Onerator 806 

(In Washington State, 1-800-562-4555) 

OR WRITE: 




NICHOLSON ENTERPRISES 
P.O. BOX 506, FAYETTEVILLE STA. 
FAYETTEVILLE, NY 13066 


nail; Penny Marshall, Laverne of La- 
verne and Shirley; and Ralph Waite, 
Pa Walton of The Waltons. 


W HOOPS ... 

In “Steyr’s Firing Line,” p. 46, col¬ 
umn 3 (SOF, April, ’82), the copy 
should read: “This is a compromise 
between the 1:12 Inches now used in 
the M16A1 and the 1:7 inches which 
will be required for use with the new 
Belgian FN SS109 bullet.” 


N am vets 

WANTED ... 

The Boston Publishing Co., which 
is publishing a series of books on the 
Indochina War, advises SOP that for 
its next two volumes it would like to 
hear from Viet vets who served there 
from 1965 through 1968. 

One volume will deal with the war 
from 1965 to the Tet offensive and the 
other will cover Tet and its aftermath. 
What is sought are stories and anec¬ 
dotes describing what the war was 
really like, on the ground, in the air, on 
water, R&R, going there and coming 
back to the World. 

Vets who want to cooperate can 
write to Boston Publishing Co., Inc., 
Editorial Offices, 365 Commonwealth 
Ave., Boston, MA 02115. 


UIIAAD NICK” 

IVI AND THE HIT MAN ... 

A plot hatched by British mercen¬ 
ary “Major” Nick Hall to overthrow 
the government of left-leaning Ghana 
has surfaced in London. 

Involved besides Hall are mercen¬ 
ary Chris Dempster, who fought in 
Angola, and David Bufkin, who 
recruited the American meres who 
fought there. 

Part of the plot allegedly involves 
putting out a 50,000-pound contract 
on Ghanaian leader Jerry Rawling. It 
would be followed by a lightning inva¬ 
sion by 30 hand-picked meres. Hall 
told a British newspaper that they ex¬ 
pected the aid of some 1,000 Ghana¬ 
ian troops and paramilitary police. 

Installed as the new leader of 
Ghana would be Kwesi Ofori, the 
country’s treasurer under the ousted 
opposition party, the People’s Na¬ 
tional Party. 

Hall’s title of “Major” is, in¬ 
cidentally, self-bestowed. He was 
kicked out of the British army and 
sentenced to a two-year jail term in 
1972 for selling arms to Ulster Loy¬ 
alists fighting the IRA. He was a 
private. 
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No. 51—JAN. ’82: Laos— The War That Never Ended; To Russia With Love; 
Leatherwood SMG. 

No. 52—FEB, '82: Thailand’s Battle Road; 1981 SOF Convention; Killing for 
Mother Russia; USSR’s Awesome AGS-17. 

No. 53—MARCH ’82: Seychelles Merc Fiasco; H&K G-11 CaselesS Gun; 
1981 SOF Shoot; SOF Interviews Israel Gallli. 

No. 54—APRIL '82: Rough & Ready Army Rangers; Capt. Dring’s Private 
Navy; Vlnnell’s Saudi Arabian National Guard. 

No. 55—MAY *82: Battles Beyond Angola's Border; Leatherwood’s State-of- 
the-Art Scope; Air Assault into LZ Hell. 

No. 56—JUNE *82: FN FAL; Alexander Solzhenitsyn Speaks Out; SOF Un¬ 
covers Sidearm Snafu. 

No. 57—JULY *82: Make Mine M14; Soviet Surrogates at U.S. Army National 
Training Center; USAF Spectre. 

•Available only in reprint edition. 
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FOR MINI-14 


AND 


'WCKCUmR 

SIGHTS 


7/ 


Now... Model SAS 1450 

replaces factory punch pins with windage 


and elevation screws and pins to 
give accurate “clicker’’ adjust¬ 
ment with a coin or 
screwdriver. Has 12 rather 
than 4 positions for improv¬ 
ed accuracy. 

Ask your Dealer - or send $1.00 
for instructions and catalog. 

RAM-LINE~ 

by 

CHESCO, INC. 

2323 W. 2nd Ave. 
Denver, CO 80223 

•A Registered Trademark of Sturm-Ruger Co. Inc. 


if 




ANOTHER 

MORTON GROVE? ... 

Yet another American city is about 
to pass a confiscatory — and pro¬ 
bably unconstitutional — handgun 
law. San Francisco Mayor Dianne 
Feinstein confirmed that an or¬ 
dinance prohibiting the sale of pistols 
and citizen ownership of them is in 
the works. 

The proposed ordinance would car¬ 
ry a penalty of 30 days in jail. Citizens 
would have 90 days In which to sur¬ 
render their guns to police. 

Law officers and the military would 
be exempted. 


S wedish 

MEATBALLS ... 

One always gets a feeling of deja vu 
when Sweden comments on U.S. 
foreign policy. 

The Scandinavian nation was pro¬ 
bably America’s harshest critic, out¬ 
side the ComBloc, on U.S. involve¬ 
ment In Vietnam. However, Sweden 
has been quiet as a little mouse about 
the blood bath in Southeast Asia that 
occurred upon the ultimate North 
Vietnamese victory. 

Now Sweden has taken it upon it¬ 
self to sound off about U.S. policy in 
El Salvador — which, of course, is in 
our backyard, not Scandinavia’s. 


De^ Inquires Invited 



12 CA, cACCESSORIES 

BEM.9rO«(UOO ASSAULT STOCK $S8 

RKM. 8 T 0 . IIOOAWDV. laoo EXTENSIONS (speelfy TorS sboi) $84 
8G-1 SWIVEL SET $18 
S Boond BUTT8TDCK CARRIER $15 
SO Bd. SHELL BELT $81.98 
80 Bd. BANDOLIER $35 

SWAT SLINQ Car T or 1*1/4”«wlv«la $84.95 (opoeiiy) 

SWAT SLDfG for OD boMs $88.95 

RmERjMINI-M 

CHOATE FOLDING STOCK $89. HANDGUARO $13.50 
COBRA MINI-M ASSAULT SWIVELS (trODl A roar) $16 
COBRA MINl'M ASSAULT SWIVEIS With COBRA alliiff $8895 


Hie COBRA 
SWAT SUNG KIT 
EitSSFS-S $36 

This kit is for ALL 18 K** stosk modals 
with odd on macsslne extsnsions. (exeepl brooming) 
Also 7 AS shot: MOSSBERG. SMITH A WESSON. ITHACA. 
HIGH STANDARD. WIN. DEFENDER and HBNELLl shoicnns. 

Kit oontains 80~l swivel set A SWAT SUNG- 


SATISFACTION or REFUND! 

Add $198 PER ITEM for postage. 

COBRA, RO. Box 30035 
MIDWEST CITY, OK 73U0 
PH. l~m-769-2M (After 6pmCST) 
Send $2'^ for COBRA’s catalog. 

(refundable let GBOBB) 


COMPLETE BOOK OF; 


KILLING & MAIMING 
TECHNIQUES 


rpOR YOUR PROTECTION & SURVIVAL" 


SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO; KAT. 
P O- BOX 872. 1765 N. HIGHLAND AVENUE 
LOS ANGELES, CA 90028 


ONLY $9.95 



LISTEN 


The 

CLIPIT 


A simple 
folding 
knife ^ 




This pocket knife is 
made for easy access 
/ and smooth handling. The 

Clipitis designed to be used, 
EASILY USED... to readily per¬ 
form efficiently with only one hand. 


Comfortably clips to 
your pocKet, belt, 
purse or boot, even 
In a three piece suit 
for easy one 
handed access. 


We ve put a hole in 
the blade to slip the 
tip of your thumb into 
for opening the knife 
with one hand. 


You can grasp the 
"Opening Hole”, 
in pocket, remove 
and open in one 
motion with a quick 
snap of the wrist. 


^Spuderco 


P.O. Box 800 A 
Golden, Colorado 80402 


Blade length 2 %‘\ all stainless construction, locking 
blade. Specify right or left handed when ordering. U.S. & 
foreign patents pending. 

Ask for the CLIPIT at your local dealer 
or write: 
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Now, let’s hear It from Swedish 
Foreign Minister Ola Ullsten, who 
says the United State is “supporting 
an Impossible policy of terror In El 
Salvador.” 

Not one to follow a policy of 
economy of words, this worthy com¬ 
mentator continues: “It is short¬ 
sighted and unworthy of a democracy 
like the United States to support a 
regime which has been increasingly 
Isolated from its own people and 
bears heavy responsibility for fearful 
acts of terror.” (He doesn’t comment 
on communist terror, of which there 
is plenty of evidence.) 


WIIATEVI^R Y(HJ ARE 
LOOKI^'G FOR L\ 
MILITARY SURPLUS... 
IT’S PROBARLYIX OUR 
OLIXT XEW UATALOO! 

There's 40 pages of hard to find Military 
Goods, including Replica Guns. Police Goods. 
Insignia. Clothing. Camping Goods^ Unusual 
Gun Accessories. Footwear and much much 
For yoijf tflpy, $1.00 

first 


AlCAW-SAWiiAlJ^ 

CATALOG DIVISION DEPT SF 
P.O. BOX 354 MARLTON. NJ 08053 




gemini 

‘nightstaiker’ 


Black Combat Fatigues 


Coat—4 pocket, made 
specs, iabnc similar to 
in texture. SM-XL...$26.50 
Trouserf-6 pocket style. 50-50 
blend, with cargo pocket on leg, 
made to mil. specs., pull tab at 
waist and drawstring for blous¬ 
ing. Sm-XL, reg and long 
lengths...$26.50 
utility Cap-Baseball style, black 
sailcloth, w/reinforced front and 
mesh back, one size fits 
all...$4.50 

SWAT cap—Solid black cotton, 
similar to SWAT caps. adj. tab. 
one size fits all...$5.00 
NI6HTSTALKER ASSAULT LOAD: 


Suipendert, black LC-1 
style..$11.50 

Equipment Belt, Black nylon LC-1 
type...$9.50 

Compass/Itt Aid Pouch, Black 
n^on LC-1 style...$3.00 
Hip Holster. Nice. Black padded 
nylon with current belt hooks, 
snap closure, tie-down string. .45 
Auto and similar sized 
weapon...$16.50 
Magazine Pouch, Black nylon 
Web, holds two .45 mags., 
velcro closure...$9.50 


Magazine Pouch, Black 
nylon w/snap closure, 
specify: Ml 6-30, 

Ml6-40, or 
.308...S7.50 
Canteen w/Cover, 

Black Plastic Spec. 
Forces issue canteen. 
w/LC-1 style black, 
nylon padded 
cover...$6.50. 

Assault Load Com¬ 
plete...$58.50 




All items post paid. Prices and availability of merch. i 
subiect to change without notice. Please include . 
$2.00 handling fee on orders under $25.00. Send I 

check, money order, or VISAfMas. Chg. number to: | 

GEMINI INDUSTRIES | 

Box 20064 F , 

Oklahoma City, OK 73156 
Send $5.00 for complete military surplus catalog. I 



Y 


... as British as gin 
and tonic ... as 
oriental as the 
carvings that decor¬ 
ate the sheath and 
handle. No colonial 
gentleman would 
have walked the 
streets of Singa¬ 
pore or Mandalay without 
his sword cane! The 
craftsmen who made 
these are about all gone. 
These are real collectors 
Items, carved from fa¬ 
mous shieham wood, 
have stylized lion’s head 
as top decoration. You 
can use these as sturdy 
walking sticks. Sword la 
good quality steel. Before 
long you may not be able 
to get these at all. A great 
buy while they last at 
$24.95, we pay postage. 
Order by mail from: 


UNITED SAFETY SUPPLY 
Caller Box 310, Dept. 882 
Kansas City, Mo. 64141 


Name_ 

Address. 

City_ 

State — 


.Zip. 



ONE 


of the best 
SUBUlUAL 
MANUALS 

ever published! 

-THE OFFICIAL - 

U.S. AIR FORCE SURVIVAL MANUAL 
NOW YOU CAN MASTER THE ART OF 
SURVIVAL! One of the best and most au¬ 
thoritative manuals on survival you will 
ever read—a must for every emergency kit! 
Now with special permission we are able to 
publish it, as is, for the general public. This 
essential book contains all the information 
you need for the times of crises and forced 
evacuation. Its chapters thoroughly cover: 

• Survival In Areas Contaminated by Radi¬ 
ation • Survival on Land (Arctic, Subarctic, 
Desert, Tropics) • Survival at Sea • Survival 
on Sea Ice. 

When your life Is at stake can you afford 
to be without the very best??? NOW you wilt 
be buying the same official U.S. Air Force 
Survival Manual that has saved the lives of 
many downed U.S.A.F. pilots under all 
kinds of hostile and emergency conditions 
around the world. Proven superior over and 
over in the field of global survival. So you 
know it works. 

The timeless information of this book 
will show you what to do to survive when 
you are lost In the wild country, or if you 
were relocated from where you NOW live. 
You will receive vital information on Shelter; 
Food & Water; Quick and Safe Edibility 
Tests on Wild Plants; Clothing/Equipment; 
Health; First Aid; Signaling; Orientation (by 
sun & stars); Fire Making; Survival Weapons; 
Hunting; Fishing and Trapping; . . . and 
MUCH more. Well illustrated (over 350 de¬ 
tailed drawings, tables and maps). Easy to 
understand. 

This book is a must for every man or 
woman who Is concerned about the safety 
and survival of their family during emer¬ 
gencies and the coming bad times! We think 
this book is so important that you should 
not only buy a copy for yourself but several 
to place Into your car, RV, plane, home and 
for friends. 160 pgs. Over 350 illustrations. 

One copy — $8.95 ppd. 

3 or more — $6.95 each ppd. 

Why panic in a time of crises? Isn't the 
small price worth your peace of mind? 

World Wide Publishing Corp., Dept. AL 
P.O. Box 105, Ashiand, OR 97520 U.S.A. 

• Special Discount Offer Coupon— •• 


I YES I want to be prepared. I enclose check . 

I or M.O. for $_Please RUSH me | 

postpaid: 

( (Foreign orders must send checks In U.S.$ I 
drawn on a U.S. Bank.) I 

I -U.S.A.F. Survival Manual(s) I 

* Name _* 

I Address-| 

City- 

I State _ Zip_[ 

□ M/C □ VISA Exp. Date_/_ 

I Credit Card # —-1 


■10% discount on orders over $25^ 
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12,000 VOLT 
Rattlesnake Prod 

SAFE TO USER 

PROTECT VOUIIJtlf ^/j 
WALK IN SAFETY-DAY Oil NI6HT 

is rechargeable. Made to mil¬ 
itary specifications. The most 
powerful made, entirely safe to 
user. Recharge on household 
current like Norelco shaver. 
Fully transistorized sealed con¬ 
struction. 14" long. 

We itive leu eipenelve Shock-Roili u shown on the coupon below. 
They ere nol rechargeable like Ihe flattlesnake.They use C-Cells. 
Voiligo on Iheie C-cell Shock Rods Is 4000. 


FREEMAN ELECTRIC CO. 

882 Cook Bldg., Freeman, Missouri 64746 

12-Inch Shock-Rod $17.00 ( ) Holster lor 22" @ $ 6.00 I 

Holster lor 12" @ $5.00( ) Rattlesnake Prod @$80.00 ( )i 
22-Inch Shock-Rod $19.00 ( ) Holster @ $ 5.00 ( ) 

NAME.___ 

ADDRESS_ 




WE PAT POSTAGE 





He said the United States should 
arrange negotiations between the pre¬ 
sent government and the guerrillas, 
who, he said, "have expressed their 
wiiiingness to negotiate.” 

He apparently hasn’t read that the 
communists refused to take part in 
free elections in Ei Salvador — they 
would lose. And he apparently hasn’t 
heard much about Nicaragua, where 
liberals and moderates negotiated 
with the communists. 

There aren’t any more of the former 
around. 

H ave gun, 

WILL TRAVEL ... 

Best-selling author and fomer 
LAPD detective Joseph Wambaugh is 
a candidate for Houston chief of po¬ 
lice — even though he didn’t apply for 
the job. 

The author of The Blue Knight, The 
Onion Field, The Choir Boys, and The 
New Centurions is among 11 current 
or former officers being considered 
by Mayor Kathy Whitmire for the job. 

Said Wambaugh: “I’ve been so 
bored lately, I’m ready for anything. 
Therefore, I enthusiastically accept. 
Have gun, will travel.” 

Some of the candidates applied for 
the post and some were recom¬ 
mended by various persons know¬ 
ledgeable in the law-enforcement 



the 

hunters 


ear 


BRINGS IN 
SOUNDS 
SHARP 
& CLEAR 


Made for professional hunters to hear approaching animals at a great distance, 
the Hunter's Ear has now been discovered by the security industry. On city ter¬ 
rain, sounds leap across blocks and streets . . . approaching vehicles . . . 
voices. Guards are using In prison courtyards to listen to convicts. The range 
of uses of the Hunter’s Ear is astonishing and satisfaction is overwhelming. A 
solid state, electronic breakthrough, it weighs less than 2 pounds, is like 
holding up a flashlight, even lighter.and earphones have adjustable volume 
control. It works off a 9v tiny battery, Is made for tough outdoor use and long 
life. You can listen to the breath of an elk over the hill, or of a person across the 
street! It’s a sonar device for fogbound navigation. The uses are endless. Sold 
direct by mail for $135.00 and worth It. Order from: 

S«ntf ch*ek or monoy ordor or ehorgo MaotorChargo or Vlaa.- Tfit. (816) 221~8661 

ORDER BY MAIL from HOWARD’S, P.O. Box 6648, Dept. 882 

Kansas City, MO 64123 


MILITARY COLLECTORS 


• Over 40,000 Items in Stock • 



S.S. VIMng DIv. Ring 

Large Size Ony. In 
Heavy Silver Plate... 

S20.00 


Black S.S. Caps 

M-43 Take down style. 
Metal eagle & buttons 
S-M & Lg. Sizes... 

$18.00 

or S.S. Officers 

(vy/Silver-top trim)... $25.00 


Our NEW 224 page fully Illustrated relic 
Collectors Catalog...$3.00/FREE vyiih order 

W.W. 2 PRODUCTS LTD. 

P.O. BOX 2063 F ST. LOUIS, MO. 63158 


THE COLT .45 AUTO PISTOL.. $6.30 BR. HI-POWER $5.50 I 

INGRAM MAC-10 ..$5,50 Ml CARBINE. $8.75 | 

WAL.P-3P.$6.50 M-1GAR.$8.50 | 

AR-15, M-16ANDM'16A1 (5.56mm Rifles).$8.70 ■ 

G3 (Fully Auto HK 91)... $9.00 | 

HK 33 (Fully Auto HK 93).$9.00 ■ 

The most comprehensive, best illustrated manuals for the use, 8 
maintenance and repair of these effective weapons. | 

* I 


SILENCERS 


Silencers from the Home Workshop..$ 8.95 * 

Silencers, For Hand Firearms ....... .$11.95 I 

Silencers, Snipers & Assassins...$19.95 ^ 

Home Workshop Silencers I.$14.00 I 

Firearms Silencers ......$ 9.95 * 

The Quiet Killers I . .$ 8.00 I 

The Quiet Killers II. . ..8.00 " 

Silencers! Report 1696 ....$14.95 I 

Silencer Patents Vol. Ill.....$17.00 ■ 

Money order or credit card only. In store or by mall. Catalog I 

L $2.00. survival BOOKS, Attn. Hans, 111Q6 Magnolia Blvd., | 
North Hollywood, CA 91601, (213) 763-0804. I 
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field. The mayor’s office declined to 
say who recommended Wambaugh. 

S WAPO 

FREEDOM ... 

SWAPO, the Southern African 
“Freedom Fighters” who are trying to 
take over South West Africa, which 
they call Namibia, have furnished one 
more illustration of how such 
organizations operate. 

SWAPO guerrillas, armed with 
AK-47S, raided a small settlement in 
South West Africa near the Angolan 
border, ordered the inhabitants to 
stand against a wall and then shot 
them down. 

Eight were killed and two wounded. 
The SWAPO guerrillas then ran 
back to their haven in Angola. 


^ FULL-AUTO! ^ 

COMPLETE ILLUSTRATED MANU¬ 
AL ON SELECTIVE FIRE CONVER¬ 
SIONS FOR THE FOLLOWING 
WEAPONS.. . 

HK 91-93 • AR 15 • MAC 10-11 
MINI 14 • Ml CARBINE 


ALL FOR JUST 

$10 00 


FREE 

CATALOG 

WITH ORDER 


J. FLORES 

P.O. Box 14 
Rosemead, CA 91770 


SURVIVALISTS 

My New Book Catalog is Ready 
Hundreds of Titles 

“Be A Survivor” 

Don't Delay.Get It Now 

It’s The Best In Its Field 

Rush $2.00 To: 

Ken Hale (109) 

McDonald, OH 44437 

In U.S.A. only. I’ll send it free if you don’t 
have the bucks. But get it now .. . Send 
your name and address today .. . 
(Dealer Inquiries Welcome) 


BULLPUP STOCKS 

— JENKINS K3 

We modify your stock to make Bullpup Stock just 
like newest assault rifles: Austrian A,U.G„ French 
M.A.S., British Individual Weapon. All hardwood 
construction, laminated structural fiberglass, 
tough, textured non-reflective black Gel-Tex 
finish. Weaver type Scope mount included. No 
modification to rifle action. Send all pieces of your 
stock and cashier check or money order. 
MODIFIED STOCKS FOR: 

Ru8erMini'14 M1 Garand Wnchester 100 

44 Mag. Carbine Ml Carbine BM 59-62 
AC 556 M14-M1A Rem.742-7400 etc 

10/22 1100 mod. nec. 

SLIDING STOCKS 

I JENKINS K2 


$6gso 


Butt Telescopes like H & K. Extend for accuracy, 
slide closed for transport. Gel-Tex finish. Modifica¬ 
tions to all rifles listed above. Send all pieces of 
stock and cashier check or money onleUniiso 

Same as above without Folding Stock. ^Z9 


$gg50 


Day/Night JENKINS ACCU-SiGHT electronic. Rug¬ 
ged non-magnifying optical device. Faster than 
iron sights, more accurate. With both eyes open, a 
red dot appears on target. Eye relief and position 
not critical. Twice the range of most others. Half 
the price. Rings included. SEND ALL ORDERS TD: 

JENKINS ENTERPRISES 

P.O. BOX 124 • ST. GEORGE, UTAH 84770 

Send *3®® for Catalog 


WHEN ONLY THE BEST WILL DO! 



Knives By L.E. “Red” Brown 
Hand-made fighting and utility models of 
superb craftsmanship. After Red has con¬ 
structed the edge on a blade, it will stay un- 
forgivingly sharp and come out of its sheath 
a-rippinT 

The combat/utility model shown above features 
a 6 V 2 inch blade of finely honed tool steel, brass - 
guard and butt, and a contrasting Thailand > 
Rosewood handle. Checks in at 12 oz. plus I 
leather sheath for$375. — For further details on I 
models and prices, write to or call: 

RED BROWN 

3203 EAST DEL AMO BLVD. 

LAKEWOOD, CA 90712 

(213) 531-3994 I 


Telephone Listening Device 


Record telephone conversations in your office or home. Connects 
between any cassette or tape recorder and your telephone or 
telephone LINE. Starts automatically when phone is answered. 
Records both sides of phone conversation. Stops recorder when 
phone is hung up. This device is not an answering service. 



Super Powerful Wireless Mic 

10 times more powerful than other mics. Transmits up to V 4 mile 
to any FM radio. Easy to assemble kit. 15V battery (not incl.) 
Call (305) 725-1000 or send $19.95+ $1.00 shipping per item 
to USI Corp., P.O. Box SF-2052, Melbourne, FL 32901. COD’s 
accept For catalog of transmitters, voice scramblers and 
other specialty items, enclose $2.00 to USI Corp. i 


Each 

$19.95 

Qty. Disc. Avail. 



DHtEapROM 
IL&OPTIG' 
QUALITY SUNGLMSES 
AT FACTORY PRICES 


Each pair features: Impact resistant 
lenses * Handcrafted • Polished glass 
lenses * Hardened metal frames * 

No non-sense guarantee. 

FREE —limited time only—deluxe velour 
lined case with each pair of glasses 
ordered (a $3.00 value). Credit cards 
accepted. Dealer inquiries invited. 

NOTICE: Don't be fooled by cheap 
imitations. These glasses are made 
exclusively for U.S. Optics®. To make 
sure you get the best, order now and if 
not completely satisfied return for 
refund within 30 days. 





^ $7.95 


World Famous Pilot's Glasses 
These precision flight glasses are now 
available to the public for only $7.95. If you 
could buy them elsewhere, they'd probably 
cost you over $20.00. ff20P available in gold 
or silver frame. A $20.00 value only $7.95. 

Two pairs for $14.00. 



Aviator Teardrop Flight Glasses 
Flexible cable temples. ^30A gold frame 
only. A $30.00 value only $9.95. 

2 pairs for $18.00. 



Professional Driving & Shooting Glasses 
Wide angle amber lens brightens visibility. 
ff30D gold frame only. A $30.00 value only 
$14.95. 2 pairs for $28.00. 


To order send check or money order to U.S. Optics, 
DepL 621, P.O. Box 14206, Atlanta, Georgia 30324. 
Credit card customers please fill m card K and Exp date 

QUANTITY MODEL » GOLD SILVER PRICE 

_ 20P _ 

_30A_ X _ 

30D I X I 

Add Postage, Handling, and Insurance 

S1.00 per pair_ 

Total- 

Credit card orders may call 1-404-252 0703. 


Visa or Ma.stcr Charge F 



f Rli oats with eeeh pair. 

























PRE-CONVENTION COURSES 


iifiifi 


SOF will offer the following pre-convention courses In October. If you want to attenil 
class courses write for further details to: 




■^ i ' 


CONVENTION DIRECTOR, P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306 


• COMBAT PISTOL CRAFT— 
Conducted by the 
internationally famous Mike 
Dalton, Mickey Fowler and 
Craig Gifford (1981 SOF 
3-Gun Champ). 


• PRACTiCAL SHOTGUN 
SHOOTiNG — Conducted by 
John Satterwhite, the world 
scattergun master. 


• SURVIVAL MEDICINE— 
Three-day comprehensive 
medical course covering 
primary injuries and fieid 
medicai probiems. Conducted 
by John Peters, M.D. 
















SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
THIRD ANNUAL CONVENTION 

12- 17 October 1982* 

Charlotte, North Carolina 


Dear Fellow Adventurers, 

I want to personally Invite every one of our readers to 
our Third Annual Convention In Charlotte, N. C. The con- 
ventlon Is being held In conlunctlon with the Third An¬ 
nual Three Gun International Practical Shooting Match 
— a shotgun, pistol and assault rifle shoot to choose the 
top all-around combat marksman In the world; 150 ex¬ 
pert shooters will compete, by Invitation only, for 
$5,000 first-prize money and over $50,000 In cash, 
guns and gear, (Competitive shooters write for an ap¬ 
plication,! 

The theme of this yearns convention will be **SOF 
Salutes Project Freedom,^^ with a very special seminar 
conducted concerning our POWs and Ml As still held In 
Southeast Asia, The Colonel ^^BulT* Simon Memorial 
Award will be presented In their Interest, 

We are also going to have a special seminar this year 
entitled **Man Against Tank'' taught by one of 
America's best small-unit tacticians, Capt, Larry Dring, 
More Information on classes and seminars will be forth- 
cotnlng In our next issue. 

The 1st Airborne will conduct a Jump School begin¬ 
ning on Wednesday, 13 October, All interested can¬ 
didates may apply. 

Due to the tremendous response we received at last 
year's exhibition, we decided to expand our 1982 ex¬ 
hibition to 400 tables. The 1982 SOF Gun Show and Ex¬ 
hibition will begin Thursday 14 October and run through 
Sunday 1 7 October, (See reservation form on p, 88.j 


Weapons demonstrations and competition shoot-offs 
will occur on Friday. The 1982 SOF Convention has a 
great llne-up, and there will be more to come! 

All of you who wish to attend must arrange your own 
accommodations. The HQ-Hotel will be the Holiday Inn 
— Woodlawn located at 1-77 and Woodlawn In Char¬ 
lotte, Reservations may be made by contacting Pam 
Stoltenborg at (704) 525-5007, Be sure to Identify 
yourself as an SOF Convention delegate. Room rates 
are: Single — $45.76 per day and Double — $50,96 per 
day, taxes included. Rooms are also available at the Ho¬ 
ward Johnsons — Woodlawn at $38,48 per day Single 
and $44,72 per day Double. Contact Linda Geer at (704) 
525-6220. Days Inn — Woodlawn also has rooms at 
$34,20 Single and $39,40 Double — Contact Shirley 
Brown at (704) 527-1620. Howard Johnsons Is located 
across the street and Days Inh Is directly adjacent to 
the Holiday Inn, so you won't miss a thing. 

(ROOM CANCELLATIONS: No refunds will be given 
without 72 hours notice, prior to date of arrival and by 
1800 hrs.} 

This will be one convention you will never forget. See 
you there! 

DEATH TO TYRANTS, 

Robert K. Brown 

Editor/Publlsher 


* TENTATIVE CONVENTION SCHEDULE 

Pre-convention courses (Combat Pistol Craft; Practical 
Shotgun Shooting; Survival Medicine — these courses will be 
held only if 20 or more students sign up) — 9-11 October, 
Three-Gun Match. , . . 12-15 October 

Jump Schooi .13-15 October 

Main Convention .... 14-16 October 

Exhibition Hall .14-17 October 

Look for further convention information in the next issue of SOF, 


1982 SOF CONVENTiON PRE-REGiSTRATION FORM* 

Maii To: CONVENTION DIRECTOR P.O. Box 693 — Boulder, CO 80306 
Yes, i'm coming to the 3rd Annual SOF Convention! 

— Find my Certified Check, Cashiers Check or Money Order enclosed for $100 .. 

— 1st Airborne Jump School fee $100 . ......... 

— 1st Airborne Jump Fee (qualified jumpers only) * * $50 ..... 

(Ail Jumpers must pay $100 convention fee) 

— Competitive Shooters write for application. 

— Exhibitors see form to left, 

— Extra Beer-Bust and Banquet Tickets $25 each .. 

TOTAL ENCLOSED _ 

* Pre-registration ends 15 September; after that the fee is $125,00, 

* *A qualified parachutist is defined as any person with a current Jump Log Book showing a Jump within 

the past 90 days. 1st Airborne reserves the right to deny anyone access to their program, 

(See other side to complete form) 
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THE SOLDIER OF 
FORTUNE THIRD ANNUAL 
GUNSHOW & EXHIBITION 

Charlotte, North Carolina Civic Center 

College and Trade Streets 

14-15-16-17 October 1982 

One of the Largest Exhibitions of 
Automatic Weapons in U.S.A. 

400 Six-Foot Tables 

Thursday and Friday 0900 hrs. to 1900 hrs. 

Saturday and Sunday 0900 hrs. to 1700 hrs. 

Exhibitors Set Up Wednesdayf 13 October, 1200 hrs. to 2000 hrs. 

All tables will contain only 100% Guns, Survival Gear, Knives, Military Collectibles or 
Related Items. 


Mail to: Soldier of Fortune Exhibition, P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306 
Please reserve . . tables at $7S.OO each 

My table will contain _% guns; ___% knives; _ % parts;, _% scopes; 

_ % survival gear; _ _ _% police equipment; _% SCUBA gear; _^ % parachute equipment; 

__% art (gun or military); __% militarla; ^ __% military surplus; _ . % other (please describe) 


I agree to abide by federal and state laws and the rules set by Soldier of Fortune. 

I understand that I am responsible for all tables In my name and I do not hold Soldier of Fortune responsible for my property. 
Signature ___ . _ Date 

Show Rules Will Be Sent With Confirmation 

RESERVATIONS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED WITHOUT THIS COMPLETED AND SIGNED FORM. 

PAYMENT MUST BE BY CERTIFIED CHECK, CASHIER^S CHECK OR MONEY ORDER. 

NAME ____ 

COMPANY ^ _ _ _ . _ _ _____ 

CITY __ STATE _ ZIP _ 

I authorize the following persons to pick up badges for my tables ______ 


CONVENTION RESERVATIONS NOT ACCEPTED AFTER 1 OCTOBER 1982 

Name _ 

Address ____ 

State ^ . . ,..,.. .. ^ ,. Zip Code __ 

Phone Number A ge _^_ . 
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CONVENTION HIGHLIGHTS 

• SOF SALUTES PROJECT 
FREEDOM—POW/MIA Ac¬ 
tion Update ¥nth special re¬ 
port by SOF Editor/Publish¬ 
er Col. Robert K. Brown. 

9 SOF 3-GUN INTERNATIONAL PRACTICAL SHOOTING MATCH to 
determine the world's best combat shooter. 

9 CHARLOTTE CIVIC CENTER — 400-Table Gun, Militaria, Police, 
Survival and Knife Show. 

9 POLICE SEMINARS by Evan Marshall, John Farnam and Ken 
Pence. 

9 THE SOVIETS IN AFGHANISTAN and Soviet Armor by David Isby. 

9 CENTRAL AMERICA UPDATE by Alta Mirano and Bob Caldwell. 

9 VIETNAM VETS: Who represents who by Al Santoli. 

9 YELLOW RAIN — an SOF exclusive on the communist use of 
poisonous gas. 

• 506 (Special Operations Group) 2nd Annual Seminar on cross- 
border operations in Laos, Cambodia and North Vietnam 1958- 
1973. 

9 MAN AGAINST TANK — An SOF special seminar by Captain Larry 
Dring on the ways and means to smash Soviet armor. 

9 BEER BUST AND AWARDS BANQUET. 
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TIRED OF BEING A LOSER? 


Air Force 


5% Of 

1 Jet 

AVI Hffrun LOST 

each sale 


^^TmTnnuMviii 

donated to 

Navy River 


Disabled 

Boat 


Vietnam 

Veteran^ 

Marine Grunt 

•mnimVsHaia 

vamtmmtM. 

Allow 3*4 

Designs also 

weeks for 

available 


delivery 


Bumper Stickers $2.50 T-Shirts $8.50 
Send to: WE WON 

Route 3 Box 166 
McMinnville, TN 37110 


Survival Training 

2 DAY COURSE 
NO MIRACLES 
JUST SOLID KNOWLEDGE 
PREPARE FOR: 

ECONOMIC COLLAPSE 
NATURAL DISASTER 
NUCLEAR ATTACK 
ANARCHY 
EMERGENCIES 
FOR FURTHER INFO WRITE 
SURVIVAL 
P.O.BOX 7304 
RENO, NV 89502 


DEPENDABLE 

FINEST PISTOL 
I & RIFLE CLIPS 

' ^ STEEL FABRICATED 

faaturiNg txleiited Clips for many Pistols & 
mts Mew & Old Rlftiilels 

SPDRTINC + SURVIVAL > MILITARy 
ftEiningtoo, Ruger, Brooming. HK, H & R. 
Afldrlin. Ixplorar and many more! 




‘ ASK FOR OUR EXTENSIVE CLIP LINE ' 

For answers to your questions, send self- 
addressed stamped envelope. For UP DATED 
production price list, incluae 3 Bucks to cover 
our expenses. Will ignore Inquiries without 
cover cost. For foriegn mail, price is $4.00 




D & E MAGAZINES MFG. 

P.O. BOX 4B7« "B" 
SVLMAR. CALIFORNIA 91342 U.S.A. 



ONE HAND!! 


That's all it takes ro 
draw your fold loch 
knife - THE STING’** k-uFe 
holster does the rest by 
outomoticolly opening 
the blode! Whot could 
be simpler? Or quicker! 
This no nonsense holster 
wos designed for the 
man who is serious o- 
bout his knife - and 
knows how to use it! 
Mode of sturdy to 
fit fold lock knives from 
to 5" closed. Sariiji- 
foction guaranteed! 


Send to: PFM Inc., SOF-8 
P.O. Box 490 
Maitland. FL 32751 


^1 dBih hlJ 

UrjL H 




STARTING OVER? 

A NEW “YOU”... NEW CREDIT TOO! 


Create new name, change age 
Cover negative records 
Get diplomas, degrees 
Find better-p^lngjobs 
Change citizenship 
Disappear perfectly — 

Reappear undetected 
Return from "exile" 

Secrets of fingerprinting 
Inside information on Govt.- 
Issued ID: Birth certificates, 

SSN, Drivers licenses. 

Passports, State ID 
PLUS much, much more In 

THE PAPER TRIP 1 $12.95 □ 


Get "AAA" credit in 30 days, 
even if: New in area. Divorced, 
Bankrupt, or Have No Credit 
Loans up to $3,000 — with no 
questions asked 
Clear present bad credit 
Get all kinds of credit cards 
Beat debts without bankruptcy 
Increasing credit limits 
Your rights under all the recent 
"Credit Acts" 

Inside credit bureaus 
Clever credit maneuvers 
Inside "pro" secrets in 

CREDIT! $7.95 □ 



Don't) "100 Ways to Disappear and Live Free" S2.00 □ 

Miss: ) "Howto Beat the Bill Collector" $5.00 □ 

SPECIAL OFFER—ALL FOUR BOOKS.only $19.95D 

S_ 

$ _ 

j Regular Postage and Shipping □ — - 

) First Class Mailing □ 


Total amount of Items checked 
Calif, residents add 6% Sales Tax; 
[ Regular Postage and Shipping 
I First Class Mailing 


TOTAL OF ORDER $_ 


Complete 
Book Catalog 

FREE 

with every order 


Enclosed is my □ cash, □ check, □ money order for tmal ordered. 
□ Send book catalog only. Here's SI .00 (refundable). 

Please send to: 

NAME___ 


= I 

Mail to: EDEN press • P.O. Box 8410-SF • Fountain Valley, CA 92708 I 

I All orders paid by check are held 2-3 weeks for bank clearing. | 


ADDRESS^ 
CITY_ 


-STATE. 


-ZIR- 




FLAK 

Continued from page 10 
O THANKS 

FOR THE MEMORY ... 

Sirs: 

It was with great pleasure that I read my 
first issue of SOF one year ago, and at 
that time I thought that this publication 
would probably adhere to ideologies that 
would exemplify something along the line 
of tact, if not outright taste. 

Editorially, I find SOF to be of 
the highest caliber, and I must commend 
you for timely and relevant reporting on 
the situation in Lebanon, Rhodesia, Thai¬ 
land, etc. 

Therefore, it is with rather solemn 
dissatisfaction that I have looked upon 
the presence of advertisements purveying 
memorabilia of the Nazi era. As far as I 
am concerned, these ads amount to com¬ 
mercials for the communist effort. If I 
had my way, every memory related to 
communism would be collected and sum¬ 
marily incinerated. 

I hope, sincerely, that you do not con¬ 
sider me a crackpot, but I feel as if my 
silence with regard to this type of mer¬ 
chandise would amount to passive or tacit 
approval of it, and if only for the record, I 
would just as soon let you know my opin¬ 
ion. 

Nevertheless, I remain grateful to your 
effort in creating a very worthwhile, in¬ 
formative publication. 

Respectfully, 

"John Angel 
Atlanta, Georgia 

To sell WWII hats, badges, etc,, is not 
to support Nazis, We also run ads for cap¬ 
tured NV A and Japanese gear, — The Eds 

W OODCHUCK 

WINDAGE... 

Sirs: 

Normally I do not write letters to an 
editor, even when I probably should, but 
this time I feel I must. Your article, 
“Woodchuck Wars*^ by Maj. Jack Chase, 
(SOF, June *82), contained some inac¬ 
curate information. Also, your coverage 
of the assault rifle match at the Soldier of 
Fortune convention in the April *82 issue 
repeated one of these inaccuracies. 

First, I completely disagree with Maj. 
Chase that the kinetic energy of the 
7.62mm round is much greater than the 
5.56mm round. 

Maj. Chase and the author of your 
assault-rifle-match coverage stated that 
the ballistic drop of a 5.56mm is greater 
than the drop of a 7.62mm bullet. Out to 
ranges of 500 yards, this is simply not 
true! Even though the 5.56mm is much 
lighter than the 7.62mm, its higher veloci¬ 
ty and .211 coefficient make for a fairly 
flat trajectory. The ballistic coefficient for 
7.62mm is about .453. If one takes the 
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time to look in the third edition of Hor- 
nady^s Reloading Handbook, pp. 426 
(5.56mm) and 492 (7.62mm) will tell the 
story. By using velocity values of 3300 and 
3200 for 5.56mm and 2800 and 2700 for 
7.62mm and comparing them respectively, 
one will note that the trajectories are 
almost identical. The 5.56mm trajectory is 
about 10-percent superior out to 500 
yards. The 7.62mm is superior past 500 
yards, by a wide margin. Maj. Chase fails 
to state what ranges he is referring to. The 
statement made concerning inferior 
5.56mm trajectory in your assault-rifle- 
match article is incorrect, considering the 
maximum range referred to was only 300 
yards. However, I definitely agree that the 
5.56mm is more susceptible to crosswinds 
than the 7.62mm, but only by a factor of a 
maximum 20 percent greater wind drift. 

Maj. Chase infers that the 5.56mm 
would be inadequate on a European or 
Middle East battlefield, that 5.56mm is 
appropriate only for close-range jungle 
fighting. In your March *82 interview with 
Israel Galili, Galili states, and I quote, 
“The Israeli army does not want an 
assault rifle in 7.62mm NATO caliber ... 
calibers like the 5.56mm NATO offer 
many very real advantages over the 
7.62mm NATO round, they are so much 
lighter in weight, and every bit as effective 
at normal combat ranges. We know this 
from actual experience against our 
enemies.” Finally when asked about the 
status of the Uzi, we are told it is being 
replaced: “With the stock folded, the 
Gain SAR is no larger than the Uzi and is 
effective out to ranges of 500 meters....” 
The Galil SAR has a very short barrel. 
Also, I have heard that the South African 
army is switching over to 5.56mm. The 
Israeli army and the South Africans have 
more winning experience than any other 
combat army in the world during the past 
30 years and they always win because they 
have no other choice! 

When my life is on the line, I absolutely 
guarantee I will pay very close attention to 
the words of Israel Galili and other 
Israelis and South Africans like him! 
Respectfully yours, 

Milton J. Schick 
Tucson, Arizona ^ 


ATTENTION: Cun Owm>r& 


EXPRESS YOUR FEELINGS ON GUN CONTROL I 


Finest quality 
50/50 shirts 
T-SHIRTS $8.00 
Lt. blue. tart, yellow 
black, camouflage. 


When r/iev Pry i 
My Cold 
Dead Fingers 
From Around It! 

#322 



JERSEYS $9.00 
Sleeve color 
red. royal, black 


Send cash checK or money order Colorado residents add sates | 
lax Allow 4 6 weeks delivery Overseas add 30% 

COLORADO ART & DESIGN 

496 S. Clarion • P.O. Box 7639 
Pueblo West, CO 81007 



Tho ROJLOINQI 
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bat ;fituatioi| Swift,' 
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seconds vdib efiioiaflt I 

deffnse [«, fo^ that I 

time whenj s|r[^» irteefit! 
everyth! led with rtd 
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belt kn 




R.P.B. INDUSTRIES, INC. 

P.O. Box 5228, Atlanta, Ga. 30307 


404) 688-8045 


Name 


Address 


State 


ATCHISSON FOLDING HUNTER with your choice of case: 

Qty. 

_□ A. O.D. Canvas w/ ‘Velcro” Flap$15.00 Postpaid. 

_□ B. Green Camo Nylon w/“Velcro*‘ Flap $15.00 Postpaid. 

_□ B-1. Desert Camo Nylon w/'*Velcro" Rap SI 5.00 Postpaid 

_□ C. Black Leather w/Snap Rap $19.00 Postpaid. 


EVEN THE FEDS PROTECT GANGSTERS WITH 

NEW ID 

NEW ID MEANS A FRESH START 

"NEW ID IN AMERICA" 

EVERYTHING IN ONE BOOK: 

• Birth Certificates: The numerous ways of establishing birth certificates. 

• Credit Cards: New credit under any ID; Grade A credit in 30 days; How to 
avoid any payment problems. 

• Driver's Licenses: valid driver's license in any state; no more ticket or 
insurance problems. Keeps record clean, Including tickets and DUl. 

• Passports & Social Security Cards: For any new id. 

• Banking & Tax Avoidance: How to keep tax free $$$ in your pockets. 

• Business Fronts: How to set up and use shell corporations and business 
entities. 

• And More: Erasing past; living under more than one ID; the varying 
degrees of ID change,- laws benefitting you; temporary and permanent 
ID'S; aging documents. 

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 

ONE BOOK, ONE PRICE, EACH SUBJECT WITH FULL SIZE EXAMPLES 


■ Detach and mail order blank tO: 

I stealth Publications. 8033 sunset Blvd.. Dept. 1, Los Angeles. CA 90046 

1 Enclosed: DCash □ Money order □ Check (Allow 2-3 weeks for check clearance) 


I “New ID In America". $12.95 

I Postage & Handling .$ 2.00 

I California residents add 6% sales tax. 

I Name _ 

j Address_ 

I City_state_Zip_ j 

I ‘Mailed in plain wrapping ■ 


••Purchaser represents that he or she Is not an agent or employee of any local, state or federal 
government agency. 
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NO GUNSMITHING 


MINI-14 SCOPE MOUNT 




. NO DRILLING-NO TAPPING- NO SIGHT REMOVAL • INSTALLS SIMPLY BY 
REPLACING BOLT STOP COVER • SINGLE KNOB-INSTANT OFF ON-NO ZERO 
CHANGE • WINDAGE Ar® ELEVATION ADJUSTMENT'pROVIDED • FORWARD 
SCOPE POSITION FOR MAXIMUM EYE RELIEF • AUXILIARY BOLT STOP 
PLUNGER. 


BLUE FINISH 


INISH $49^^ PliItKIBa STAINLESS FINISH $59^® 

SQUARE CO. o»oertol 


POST OFFICE BOX n2B1 • FORT WORTH. TX 76109 


LESS FINISH VUU RWIiIilil!IU 

ORDER TOLL FREE 
1 -e00-433>S909 


MAKE BI G PRO FITS FAST SELUNG, DISTRIBUTING HOTTEST NEW SURVIVAL-HUNTING WEAPONI 

P i»«- *'°i;cENseHeQ am,won' n? 

OS.SUBVIVAL 

JISL-Hunting 

i»O^fe,i6t\600 a . .- 


GUARANTEED 15TEARS'v 




£ fiber BONUS 

^ Temcioolf tlarfs -3S / 

SILENT. POWI-IRFUL. ACCURATE. HITS IJIP-IFTE BUaET. Irnprovea version offamoiLS Ama^ blowgun. 5= ;| 
Thrilling sport! Kills varmints, pests. Defense. Ideal gift. Compressed breath gives amazing power. 200 ft. range, ziss 
Astouna friends! Rugged .38 cai. precision alumi num. rubbergrins. Pierces Vi" plywood. Speed 300 ft/sec. Not a 3i i- 
toy! Has 100 steel darts(kit) cany case, instructions. Compact 4Vi ft. model$9.97!Popular5V2ftS10.97Magnum 6’ 
Sll.97!ExtradartsS3.50.for100!S5.95/200! $14/500! S26/M!SuDerBONUSBUY2i>unsBet600darts.slinB.auiver. ==?=' 


Add$l.95 postagcLCACHgun. Send cash.check, m.o. Will replace if brolcenwithinlSYEARSIUse 30 days. Monev 

backifnotdelighled. HOUSE OF WEAPONS. INC Box 794-S “ - -- -- '* 

VISAMaster Ctei 




le^Bl 

iUSE OF WEAPONS. INC Box ^94-S Provo, Utah 84601 Buy 17-tV2’s $133 Ppd _ 

rge CARD orders ONLY; CALL TOU. FREE NOW 24 hrs: 800-824-7888:AK/Hawau 800-824-7919. Ask for operator 720. 


r Buy dirtct from manufaclum. f 
" MUSTSEETt>BKLIEVE “ 


PHOTO ID 

IN FULL COLOR - 

SEALED IN PLASTIC 




ficate 


All States and Provinces 
• CUSTOM-MADE WITH YOUR PHOTO 

• USE ANYWHERE. ANYTIME FOR 
POSITIVE IDENTIFICATION 
24-Hour Service • Moneyback Guarantee 


2 or more 
$5.00 EACH 


Order with friends! 


SEND $6.00, Name, Address, Sex, 
Height, Weight, Color Hair, Eyes, 
Birthdate & Small Photo. 


IF you went more Information send 25* 


CARDINAL PUBLISHING, DEPT. 25 

2071 Emerson, Box 5200 • Jacksonville, FI. 32207 

PHOTO ID^ 
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Al Mar Knives. 8 

Alp Sandals.93 

American Pistol Institute. 78 

Ankler Designs...70 

Assault Systems. Cover 3 

Blanch! Gunleather. 7 

Bill Moore Publications...21 

Blue River Marketing.68 

Blue Streak. 74 

Brigade Quartermasters.69,76 
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B-Square. 92 

Butokukai. 13 
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Chesco (Post Ram Corporation).82 
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Devil’s Brigade. 96 

Dingo Cutlery.20 

Dolan’s Sports. 70 

Doubleday Military Book Club...^5 
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Flores, J.85 
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Stealth Publications.... 91 

Steyr-Daimler-Puch. Cover 2 
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We Won, Inc.90 
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ORDER TODAY LIMITED EDITION: Send $9.98 check or money order. 

S, M, L or XL? Add $1.80 p&H. Cal. Res., add tax. Orders shipfied w/ln 24 hrs. 
To: California Coffioratlon, 220 Redwood Hwy., *440A, Mill l^lley, CA 94941 


ROMMEL T-SHIRT 

First time offered. Striking Rommel por¬ 
trait by renowned military history Il¬ 
lustrator. Sllkscreened on high quality 
100% cotton T-shirt. 

Erwin Rommel, WW II German Field 
Marshal commanded the famed Afrika 
Korps & was known for his cunning and 
brilliantly aggressive tactical maneuvers 
during the desert battles of the North 
African campaign. 


scientific systems 

lntrodue#E products for dofonso 
and porsonal sMuriiy 


— PERSONAL PROTECTION — 

• LASER WEAPONS • SMOCKING/BURNING 
DEVICES • STUNNING/PARALYZING GUNS 
• ULTRASONIC DEVICES •OBJECT 
and AREA ELECTRIFICATION METHODS 

— HOME/PROPERTY SECURITY 
and PROTECTION — 

• SEE IN DARK DEVICES • LONG RANGE • SUPER 
SENSITIVE VOICE and TELEPHONE TRANSMITTERS 
• HOMING TRACKING DEVICES • AUTOMATIC 
TELEPHONE RECORDING AND LISTENING • SUPER 
SENSITIVE MICROPHONES • PROPERTY 
PERIMETER GUARD PROTECTION 


send $1.00 for catal^ of above plus 
hundreds more to: 
SCIENTIFIC SYSTEMS 
Dept. $0S.>. 0. Box716. Amherst, NH 03031 
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CLASSIFIED 



CURRENT REQUIREMENTS — $1.00 per word per Inser¬ 
tion — $20.00 minimum. Personals 50# per word — 
$10.00 minimum. Copy must be accompanied by remit¬ 
tance. Insertion will not be made without payment. In¬ 
clude name and address in counting number of words. 
FOR EXAMPLE: P.O. Box 693 = 3 words; Boulder, Colo¬ 
rado = 2 words; 60306 = 1 word. Abbreviations such as 
A.P., 20mm, U.S., etc., count as one word each. Hyphen¬ 
ated words and telephone numbers are counted as two 
words. Please type or print all ads. We do not furnish 
proofs. All ads MUST be received by the 15th of the 
fourth month preceding cover date. We reserve the right 
to delete or change any copy which we determine to be 
objectionable. Mail to SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Clas¬ 
sified, P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 60306. 

READERS OF CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING ARE AD¬ 
VISED THAT SOF MAGAZINE DOES NOT HAVE THE 
ABILITY TO VERIFY VALIDITY OF EVERY ADVERTISE¬ 
MENT CONTAINED HEREIN. SHOULD ANY READER 
HAVE A PROBLEM WITH PRODUCTS OR SERVICES OF¬ 
FERED BY A CLASSIFIED ADVERTISER, HE SHOULD 
SEEK ASSISTANCE FROM HIS NEAREST POSTAL IN¬ 
SPECTOR. 


LE MERCENAIRE! Monthly intelligence newsletter on 
terrorism, communist subversion, mercenaries. $12,00 
year, $15.00 overseas. Sample $2.00. 540 Charles St., 
Aurora, IL 60506. (66) 

FOR SALE. Genuine United States armed forces surplus 
clothing, individual equipment, packs, boots, survival 
gear, first aid packets, etc. Send $1.00 for our latest 
catalog to Steve J. Pedergnana, Jr., P.O. Box 1062, Oak 
Park, IL 60304. (60)_ 

MILITARY MEDALS and decorations bought/sold/trad¬ 
ed. Current list 50c; subscription 1 year $4.50. Vernon, 
Box 387SF. Baldwin, NY 11510. (69) 

FIREWORKS, BUY DIRECT. Price list, send $1.00 to ACE 
FIREWORKS, P.O. Box 221, Dept. F, Conneaut, OH 
44030. (68) 

VIETNAM CATALOG (With free "Vietnam Photos") 
$2.00. WWIl catalog $2.00. War Shop, Rt.1, Box 154, 
Milford, DE 19963. (63) 

GENUINE U.S.A. MILITARY MEDALS - Silver Star - 
$35.00; Bronze Star — $25.00; Purple Heart — $40,00; 
Legion of Merit — $30.00; Combat Readiness — $35.00; 
Armed Forces Expeditionary — $15.00; Vietnam Service 
— $15.00; Vietnam Campaign with Sterling year bar — 
$20.00. Lots of others. Add stamp as trade item and 
$2.00 postage. SASE for free list. Martin Ledermann, 21 
Naples Road, Brookline, MA 02146; (617) 731-0000. (61) 

SS AND GERMAN MILITARIA: World's biggest catalog, 
including 2 large posters, $2.00 (Refundable). Krupper, 
Box 177SF, Syracuse. NY 13208. (70) 

WWIl GERMAN WAR SOUVENIRS! Includes daggers, 
swords, helmets, flags, uniforms, everything! Illustrated 
catalog $10 bill (refundable). Disco, Box 331-X, Cedar- 
burg, Wl 53012. (58) 

GERMAN GUN PARTS! Mostly pre-1945 parts and ac¬ 
cessories for military, personal weapons. Catalogue 
$5.00. WAFFENFABRIK, Box 293, Isanti, MN 55040. (60) 

TATTOOING SUPPLIES: World’s finest tattooing equip¬ 
ment. Over twenty years of reliability. Designs, inks, 
needles, machines, tattoo books, everything for the Tat- 
tooist. Buy where the professionals buy. 76 page color 
catalog $3.00. SPAULDING & ROGERS MFG., Dept. SF, 
Voorheesville, NY 12186. (67) 

INTELLIGENCE .... Monthly intelligence Report and 
Special Reports for Professionals. We cover the world. 
$36.00 per year. A. PAUL, 70 Shadow Lane, Orchard Park, 
NY 14127. (66) 

MARKED CARDS — BEStIn THE^UNTRYM Impossi- 

ble to detect! Fully guaranteed! $6.50 per deck (3 for 
$18.00). Pennsylvania Success, Box 14190, Philadelphia, 
PA 19138. (59)_ 

GERMAN WWIl COLLECTORS ... M-1943 Style Wehr- 
macht overseas hat. Only $12.95. Catalogue of pre-1945 
relics $5.00. RELICS, Box 54-D, Braham, MN 55006. (60) 

LOCKSMITHING SUPPLIES — Latest professional 
equipment. Trade tools and instruction course books. 
We carry EVERYTHING! Key machines, codebooks, car 
repo tools — much more! Catalogue $2.00 (uncondition¬ 
ally refundable) L.A.N.D.I.S., 625 Post St., No. 1048, San 
Francisco, CA 94109. Absolute Guarantee — All Orders. 
(62) 


FREE JAPANESE WWIl RELIC ... Weapons, uniforms, 
German and Japanese relics, swords, pistols! Illustrated 
catalogue $5.00. BONUS — Free Japanese WWIl relic 
with catalogue! RELICS, Box 361-D, Cambridge, MN 
55008. (60) 

TWO BOOKLETS providing vital Information for the 80s; 
Nuclear Strategies, Humanism, Dynamic Perspective. 
Send $3.50 and $1.50 postage and handling. PHOENIX 
FOUNDATION, Dept. F, P.O. Box 8000, Hermosa Beach. 
CA 90254. (60) 

AFRICAN READERS, Attention! Wanted by collector: 
RPD belts and parts; AK-47 magazines; foreign elite and 
paratroop insignia and badges; original foreign cammies 
and web gear — any quantities; will buy or trade for what 
you need. Peter Kokalis, 5749 North 41st Place, Phoenix, 
AZ 85018. (TO) 

GERMAN WWIl — Mllitaria, records, flags, knives. Send 
$1.00 for list: HAMMER, Box 33149-SF, Indianapolis. IN 
46203. (58) 

IS SOMEONE LISTENING TO YOUR PHONE CONVER¬ 
SATIONS? Telephone eavesdropping indicator $100.00, 
pocket bug detector $45.00, automatic phone recorder 
$125.00. FM Telephone wireless transmitter $100.00, 
long-range wireless mikes $45.00 to $150.00, bumper 
beeper set $600.00, sound activated recorder $150.00, 
special listening devices from $50.00, automatic 
recorder switches $40.00, new 1982 catalog $2.00. 
WYNN ENGINEERING COMPANY, 4327 Aspenglen 
Drive, Houston, TX 77084 (713) 859-0531. (61) 

PLASTIC EXPLOSIVES; Simple, step by step instruc¬ 
tions to make powerful plastic explosives from common 
ingredients. Send money order $10.00 to: FREEDOM 
ARMS, Box 7072 HSJ, Springfield. MO 65801, (58) 

FULL AUTO! Complete illustrated manual on selective 
fire conversions for the following weapons ... HK91-93, 
AR-15, MAC 10-11, MINI-14, Ml CARBINE. All for just 
$10. J. FLORES, Box 14-B, Rosemead, CA 91770, FREE 
catalog with order. (61) 

SOUTH AFRICA. Tax and immigration law, foreign ex¬ 
change, banks, securities, research, investigations, 
relocation. American Attorney. WEBSTER, Box 669, 
Nylstroom 0510, Republic of South Africa. (60) 

WANTED — PATRIOTIC CITIZENS who see or sense the 
dangerous days ahead for our nation and desire to be 
prepared and put in touch with others of like mind and 
belief. Write — SURVIVAL BUREAU. Box 48F, Clay City, 
IL 62824. (62) 

STATE PISTOL LAWS, regulations all states and Federal 
Gun Laws both $4.00. Police Catalog $2.00. SCHLES¬ 
SING ER, 415 East 52, New York, NY 10022. 


ALASKA HOMESTEADS $1.25 ACRE! Canadian Land 
$1.00 Acre! Repossessed Homes $1.00 plus Repairs! 
Each Report $3.00 all $5.00. HOMESTEAD. P.O. Box 
1146-SOF, Uke Havasu. AZ 86403. (58) 

REGULATION INSIGNIA — all military branches + 
police. All genuine. Over 1000 items including rank, 
wings, badges, miniature medals, NASA patches. Cata¬ 
log $2.00; add $1.00 if 1st class mailing desired. KAUF¬ 
MAN'S ARMY NAVY GOODS, Dept A-58,504 Yale, SE, Al¬ 
buquerque, NM 87106. 

NINJA EQuTpMENT CATALOG - Nightsuits, hand 

claws, footspikes, caltrops, blowguns, shuriken, 
reference materials for the "shadow warrior." Send $1.00 
to NINJA, Box 28222/SOFC, Atlanta. GA 30358._ 

MOVING FAST? Keep a permanent address for as low as 
$5 a month. Not a box number but your own address and 
suite number. Also available — phone number, remail- 
Ing, mail forwarding and more. All Confidential. For In¬ 
formation enclose a stamp to THE BRANCH OFFICE, 
3341 W. Peoria. Phoenix, AZ 85029. (602) 993-7534. (60) 

EVERYTHING FOR MAKING FIREWORKS! $2.00 for 
catalog of chemicals, fuse, and casings. WESTECH 
CORPORATION, Box 593, Logan, UT 84321. (64) 

SILENCERS — Complete instructions to build your own 
from materials obtainable at any hardware store. $3.00. 
WORLD PUBLISHING, P.O. Box 25953, Raleigh. NC 
27611. No checks, please. 

MARAUDERS SURPLUS: A complete listing of elite com¬ 
mando and regular army surplus, at the best prices in the 
country. Send $1.00 for catalogue to MARAUDERS SUR¬ 
PLUS, 8588 McKee Road. Upatoi, GA 31829. $1.00 re¬ 
funded with first order. (58) 


I.D. CARDS & CERTIFICATES — C.I.A. — Special Forces 

— Rangers — SEAL Team — Recon — Scout — Sniper 

— S.O.G. —• Para-Rescue — Airborne — Weapons Ex¬ 
pert — Martial Arts — Police. Large selection, with your 
name, rank, unit, etc. Illustrated brochure, $1.00. KEN¬ 
WOOD ASSOCIATES, Box 66, Dept. 1, Long Green, MD 
21092. 

DIVORCE DIRTY TRICKS. Fight smart! Win custody, 
property you want. Sharpest tactics. New 228-page book 
$14.95. Guaranteed. Details 25$, EDEN, Box 6410-DD, 
Fountain Valley, CA 92708. (58) 

BULLETPROOF VESTS. Inexpensive, concealable, light¬ 
weight, excellent stopping power. Material sample; 
$4.00. Information only: $1.00. F S, 1307 Elia, Killeen, TX 
76541. (59) 

CRIMEFIGHTERS send $2.00 for illustrated police cata¬ 
log. BPEC, Dept. SF1281, 17122 Bellflower Blvd., Bell¬ 
flower, CA 90706. (63) 

$75,000 TAX FREE INCOME. Overseas Employment. 
Now you can take advantage of new U.S. Overseas Tax 
Laws effective Jan. 1, 1982 and earn up to $75,000 tax 
free income working In the Far East and S.E. Asia. 
Technical and Professional personnel are needed now. 
For complete Aslan Employment Report send $14.00 
postal money order to: SEBUS, Henderson P.O. Box 580, 
Republic of Singapore. 

FREE GERMAN RELIC — Free original German WWIl 
relic! When ordering catalog of pre-1945 German flags, 
uniforms, daggers, weapons. New finds! Illustrated cata¬ 
log. $5. MILITARIA. Box 21-D, Grandy, MN 55029. (59) 

RELATIVE STOPPING POWER? Taylor? Recoil? Special- 
ized trajectory tables. Informative new 1982 catalog of 
exterior and terminal ballistics. Evaluations. $3.00. R. 
HIRSCHL AND COMPANY, Post Office Box 33044, Kan¬ 
sas City, MO 64114. (59) 

CAMOUFLAGE COLLECTION CATALOG — $1.00. Jack- 
ets, pants, cloth, caps, berets, Insignia, more. Genuine 
Gl. KAUFMAN’S ARMY NAVY GOODS, Dept. A-28, 504 
Yale SE. Albuquerque. NM 87106. 

COMMANDO CROSSBOW — The ultimate silent and ac¬ 
curate killer. For Commando, S.W.A.T., or survival 
poaching. For catalog send $2.00. Dealer Inquiries in¬ 
vited. R.W. DISTRIBUTING, Box 1817, Des Plaines, IL 
60018. 

VIETNAM VETERANS. Gallantry Cross and Campaign 
Medal Certificates of Decoration. $3.00 each, both $5.00. 
Full refund if not satisfied. JOHN BERNDSEN, 909 
Noah. St. Louis, MO 63135. 

RARE POLITICAL AND HISTORICAL FILMS on video- 
cassettes. Third Reich, Soviet Army and Vietnam Era. 
Send $1.00 (refundable) for illustrated catalog. INTER¬ 
NATIONAL HISTORICAL FILMS. P.O. Box 29035, Chica¬ 
go, IL 60629. (59) 

THE RELIGION OF ODIN~— The story of the ancient 

faith of northern Europe. Ceremonies, beliefs, history of 
worshipers of Thor and Odin. Only book of Its kind. 180 
pages, 17 Illustrations, soft cover, (2nd Edition), $10. VIK¬ 
ING HOUSE, P.O. Box 160, Lake City, MN 55041. (58) 

BADGES. Custom made, your specifications. Huge 
selection. $5.00 (refundable) for GIANT 60-page catalog. 
Immediate shipment. RELIANCE, Box 4582B, Stockton, 
CA 95204. 

PRIVACY - CONFIDENTIAL MAIL Forwarding/Receiv- 
ing. Code name fine, private address, SASE. ORLANDO 
MAIL DROP, Box 18039SF. Orlando, FL 32860. (60) 


GERMAN SILVER BULLION! Hoard of silver bullion 
bars, bearing infamous German WWIl style eagle em¬ 
blem. Investment items! Only $12.95, Three for $35. SIL¬ 
VER INVESTORS, Box 361-D, Cambridge, MN 55008. (60) 

MERC FOR HIRE. High risk, no bullshit. Don’t contact 
unless mean business. Outside U.S. only. Any cause but 
red. JOE, P.O. Box 2094, Chapel Hill, NC 27514. (58) 

CLANDESTINE WEAPONRY AND EQUIPMENT COM- 
MUNIQUE. Sample copy, $1.00. P.O. Box 692, Dept. SOF. 
Champaign, IL 61820. (60) 

ANTI-BUGGING DEVICES: Locates hidden transmitters 
fast! Pocket unit alerts you to the presence of a bugging 
device, checks rooms, autos, phones, people. $45.00 
complete, ready to use. WYNN ENGINEERING COM¬ 
PANY, 4327 Aspenglen Drive, Houston, TX 77084 (713) 
859-0531. Catalog of related devices, $2.00. (61) 

DRIVER’S LICENSES WITH INSTANT CAMERA. Police 
manual outlines procedures, details. Illustrations, sup¬ 
ply sources. $7.50 postpaid. RELIANCE, Box 4582N, 


Stockton, CA 95204. 




SANDALS 



The World' 
They're 


FOR: RUNNING 
RIVER FORDING 
MARTIAL ARTS 
BASIC SURVIVAL 
JUNGLES/DESERTS 

_ WAR 

's FINEST GUERRILLA Sandal 
SECURE ON YOUR FEET! 


• Patented nylon binding system 

• Rubber bottom sole S cushioned heel 

• Thick (quality) leather top sole 

• SQO lb. test braided nylon lace 

• Comlortable & rugged! 

• Designed by Mensa d7847 
Colors; Brown. Blue. Red 

Lengths; Men's 5-11' r. Women's 6-12' r 
Widlns: N) Narrow lo med: M| Med. to wide. 
^^H^perlecUiediun^rdB^I^^^ 


Send; S33 * S2 UPS. 
Or. for more into & 
loot-sizing sheet, 
phone, or send a 
stamowt fliwnfipK 
(VISA & M/C taken by phone) 
Dealer Inquiries Welcomed 
17536-X HWY.67 
RAMONA. CA 92065 
(714) 789-4444 
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.223 AMMO reloaded to military specifications — clean 
— high quality. $75/500; $145/1000. Cashiers Check or 
Money Order. Prepaid to original 40 states. Federal 
Firearms License required. Large quantity on hand for 
Immediate delivery. GARVEY’S ENTERPRISE. 2301 
Weatridge, Plano, TX 75075. (66) _ 

FRICTIONAL IMPACT EXPLOSIVE FORMULAS. Com¬ 
plete Instructions — security bombs, smoke screen, im¬ 
pact grenade, detonator. Supply source. $5.00 postpaid. 
RELIANCE, Box 4582R. Stockton, CA 95204. 

EXPLOSIVES AND WEAPONS MANUALS. C.I.A. Explo¬ 
sives for Sabotage $10; Improvised Weapons ... 
silencers, submachine guns ... nitro, plastics $10; 
Booby Traps, make-detect-disarm $10; Improvised Muni¬ 
tions, exploslves-grenades-guns-mortars ammo $11; Fi¬ 
nancial Freedom, avoid capture while making money $7; 
Fortune in Appliance, make thousands, good overseas 
cover $15. Ail 6 for $55. CASSADAY ENTERPRISES, 0690 
Aero Drive, Suite M-184, San Diego, CA 92123. (58) 

IDENTIFICATION CARDS. Agent, Officer, Employee. 
Ciip-on Case Types. Official appearance. Seals, 
Emblems available. FREE SAMPLES. RELIANCE. Box 
4582A, Stockton, CA 95204._ 

UZI OWNERS! Here’s the Information you need to con¬ 
vert your semiautomatic Uzi into a selective fire fully 
automatic weapon in one afternoon without any machin¬ 
ing or special tools, and no external signs of conversion. 
Complete drawings and descriptions make this con¬ 
version extremely easy, reliable, and very effective. This 
information Is definitely “nice to know.” $20, SOMER¬ 
VILLE, P.O. Box 7661, Silver Spring, MD 20910. (60) 

NEW UPDATED CATALOG of unusual books on automa¬ 
tic firearms, weaponry, home workshop guns, creative 
revenge, survival plus much more! $1.00. PALADIN 
PRESS, Box 1307-SFX, Boulder, CO 80306. (66) 

BUY FIREARMS WHOLESALE! Our Federal Firearms Li- 
cense Kit (forms. Instructions, sources) shows how. 
$5.00. PFRB/4, P.O. Box 2800, Santa Fe, NM 87501. (58) 

RADIATION SURVIVAL. How to use nutritional sup¬ 
plements to more than double your probability of surviv¬ 
ing nuclear radiation. Scientific documentation includ¬ 
ed. $9.95. RESEARCH SYNTHESISTS, Box 9705, Mpis, 
MN 55440. 

CBR FILTERS-M13A2 green ring filters. For the 
M17/M17A1 gas masks. These stop NERVE AGENTS, 
$15.95. New, Ml7 Gas Masks, $49.95. New, M17A1 Gas 
Mask Survival Package, $99.95. SASE for catalog. 
Mastercard/VISA accepted. CA residents add 6% tax. 
Minimum $2.75 postage. JR SALES, Box 4253F, Lan¬ 
caster, CA 93539-4253. 

$75,000 TAX FREE INCOME. Overseas Employment. 
Now you can take advantage of new U.S. Overseas Tax 
Laws effective January 1,1982 and earn up to $75,000 tax 
free Income working in the Far East and S.E. Asia. 
Technical and Professional personnel are needed now. 
For complete Aslan Employment Report send $14.00 
postal money order to: SEBUS, Henderson P.O. Box 580, 
Republic of Singapore. 

BRASS KNUCKLES “sold to be used as a paperweight 
only.” $6.95, plus $1.25 shipping. HUNTER, Box 591, 
Ojus, FL 33163. (59) 

BODYGUARD TRAINING and Job Referral. For the ma¬ 
ture professional interested in an executive protection 
career. “The Institute for Professional Bodyguard Train¬ 
ing.” DAVIS CLARK & ASSOCIATES. P.O. Box 6524, Mo¬ 
desto, CA 95355. (209) 577-5020. (58) 

AUTHENTIC WORLDWIDE MILITARIA, Medals, Badges, 
Wings, War Surplus. France Croix de Guerre 1939-45, 
$25.00. Lists $2.00. INVICTA INTERNATIONAL, 740 
Gladstone, Ottawa, Ontario, CANADA KIR 6X5. 

U.S. DESERT CAMOUFLAGE SUITS, New issue. 4 
pocket Jacket, 6 pocket pants In Small to X-large. $48.00. 
A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. Mastercard & VISA 
accepted! 

WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Assassination Research Ma- 
terials. Box 114, Beaconsfield, Quebec, CANADA. 

FIGHTING MACHINE. Board breaking and fighting 
techniques. Easy step by step black belt instructions. 
Only $12.95. KARATE, P.O. Box 556, Denison. TX 75020. 
(59)__ 

DOG TAGS, GENUINE Gl — Commando black or stain¬ 
less steel. Free brochure. Send stamped envelope. 
KAUFMAN’S ARMY NAVY GOODS. Dept A-88, 504 Yale 

SE, Albuquerque, NM 87106. 

ATTACK DOGS. Train any dog to guard or attack. Au¬ 
thentic K-9 Manual. Only $12.95. TRAINING, 2440 Hwy. 
75 N., Sherman, TX 75090. (61) 

WYOMING-UTAH RANCH LAND. 10 acres $60 down7^ 

month. FREE photographs, maps, information. Owner — 
MIKE GAUTHIER, 9550-J Gallatin, Downey, CA 90240. 
(58)_ 

MILITARY EXCHANGE. Countless ads monthly. Buy, 
sell anything military, survival. Employment ads, feature 
article. $7.50-year, $14.00-2 yrs., U.S. MX, POB 3, Dept. 

SF, Torrfngton, CT 06790. (50) 

FIREWORKS — Where to buy firecrackers $2.60 a brick, 
rockets $1.75 a gross, M-80s, blockbusters, and giant 
Class B aerial displays. Complete directory of mail order 
supplies listing hundreds of fireworks $3.50. PYRO¬ 
TECHNICS, Box 230J, RFD #1, Mystic, CT 06355. (59) 


ITALIAN STILETTOS. Mirror polished steel blades with 
positive lock. Imitation horn or white pearlit handles. 9” 
overall stiletto-$10.95.8” overall stiletto-$9.95. Add $1.50 
postage and handling. DUFFY ENTERPRISES, P.O. Box 
102, Dept. SF, Bayvllle, NJ 08721. (58) 

“ELECTRONIC DETONATION: Methods of Improvisa- 
tion" — this incredible manual reveals secret tech¬ 
niques used by professional operatives (schematics In¬ 
cluded) $15.00. “REMOTE CONTROL MADE EASY” — 
this amazing manual does exactly what the title says 
$10.00. Send $3.00 for our fascinating catalog of security 
equipment. ALTERNATIVE TECHNOLOGIES, Box 4068, 
Dearborn, Ml 48126. 

SM^OKE CANDLES, BOMBS, GRENADES - Perfect for 
the survivalist's inventory. Excellent for smoke screen, 
dispersing crowds, signaling, fire drills, etc. Fresh & ful¬ 
ly guaranteed. Large generating capacities and very 
dense smoke. We pay shipping in U.S.A. Send $2.00 for 
catalogue (refundable first order) of these and other in¬ 
teresting products. SIGNUS, Box 33712, Phoenix, AZ 
85067. (61) 

“RANGEFTfRAlNING,” “Hand to Hand Combat,” “Eva- 

sion and Escape” $3.95 each postpaid. Other books, 
other goodies. Catalog 25c. ZELLER ENTERPRISES, 
Drawer W-2K, Wickenburg, AZ 85358. (59) 

Gl CAMOUFLAGE CLOTH. Genuine. Manufactured for 
military combat clothing. Free swatches, pricelist. Send 
stamped envelope. KAUFMAN'S ARMY NAVY GOODS; 
Dept. A68, 504 Yale SE, Albuquerque, NM 87106. 

BOOTLEGGERS BIBLE, convert your CB for clear chan¬ 
nel use $12.95; Linear Planbook $11.95; Kits available. 
APS, Box 263SF, Newport, Rl 02840. MC/VISA. (401) 
846-5627. (58) 

BOUNTY HUNTER, Merc, Bodyguard, Armed Escort. All 
jobs considered. Complete discretion guaranteed and 
expected. Contact; THORN, 2959 Genesee Street #2-13, 
Buffalo, NY 14225. (58)_ 

KNUCKS — Genuine brass paperweights. Not cheap 
aluminum. $6.00 postpaid. Immediate shipment. MAT¬ 
THEWS POLICE SUPPLY. P.O. Box 1754, Matthews, NC 
28105. (61) 

EX-ITALIAN GANGSTER teaches ways to save money; 
how to make money legally and illegally. Send $1.00 for 
information and free gangster gift. EDUCATIONAL PUB¬ 
LICATIONS, 3310 Tyrone, El Paso, TX 79925. (61) 

FIREWORKS. High Quality. Fast Service. Price list $1.00. 
MOUNTAIN STATES NOVELTY, P.O. Box 90007, Casper, 
WY 82609. (61) 

THE INTELLIGENCE LIBRARY: Bugging, Wiretapping, 
Demolition & Explosives, Weapons Investigative Tech¬ 
niques, Lock Technology, etc. Free brochure: MENTOR 
— Dept. G-2, 135-53 N. Blvd., Flushing, NY 11354. (59) 

SPECIAL FORCES, AIRBORNE RANGER, Marine Recon, 
Air Cavalry, Pararescue, -f- more original designs on 
t-shirts, sweatshirts, shorts. Free brochure, send long 
stamped envelope. KAUFMAN’S ARMY NAVY GOODS, 
Dept. A-78, 504 Yale SE, Albuquerque, NM 87106. 

EX-SOLDiERS, SAILORS. Photographs, brief hfstoTies of 

your troopships, warships available. Write for free bro¬ 
chure. TROOPSHIPS, Box 1131S, Arlington, VA 22211. 
(81) 

ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE: Incredible manual, 
“Homebrew Bugging,” outlines wiretapping, bugging 
and many other Ingenious, yet simple techniques used 
by professional operatives $15.00. Don’t miss our latest 
manual “COUNTERMEASURE COOKBOOK.” It contains 
eavesdropping detection techniques and outlines inex¬ 
pensive as well as exotic security systems such as re¬ 
mote control of tear gas, bombs, high voltage, recorders, 
cameras and explosives. Send $3.00 for catalog. ALTER¬ 
NATIVE TECHNOLOGIES, Box 4068, Dearborn, Ml 
48126. 


NEED WEAPONS? BECOME GUN DEALER AT HOME! 
New Gun Dealers Instruction Course, 23 Chapters, Ap¬ 
plication Forms, $4.95, Federal Laws, $2.00, Your State 
Laws, $2.00, Directory 500 Wholesalers, $3.50, Class 03 
License Manual Forms, $3.00, Dealer Record Books; 
Firearms, Ammo, $4.95, Obtain Concealed Gun Permits, 
$2.00, Catalog $1.00. REDDICK, 1821-H Bacon, San 
Diego, CA 92107. ._ 

APOCALYPSE NO! Street-Retreat Survival Guide. Riots, 
invasion, disaster? Prepare for turbulent 1980s. $5.95. 
MEINO PRESS, Box 66, Wolfe City, TX 75496 (59) 

PHYSICIAN — Experienced from combat, consultation 
to covert operations. Multiple Boards (qualified and cer¬ 
tified) Fee — “GET WHAT YOU PAY FOR.” Only serious, 
challenging inquiries acknowledged. AESCULAPIUS, 
P.O. Box 32, Bay St. Louis. MS 39520. (58)_ 

FOR HIRE: Freelance Operatives. Willing to perform 
varied services. Courier, Clandestine, etc. Tri-State Area. 
Confidential and Professional. P.O. Box 406, Brentwood, 
NY 11717. (58) 

ATTACK DOG TRAINING INFORMATION! Earn $30 
hourly! Free Proof! Write: INTERNATIONAL PROTEC¬ 
TION EXPERTS. Bill Allen, 420 North Dodge. Wichita, 
KS, 67203. 

COMPLETE PLANS & BILL OF MATERIALS, for 
building a 45 cal. submachine-gun. Send $16.95, money 
order only to: K.D. ELSWICK, P.O. Box 15, Rowe, VA 
24646. (58) 

VIETNAM MAPS KIT - 10 different, 1960s Military/ln- 
telligence maps details tribes, roads, military regions, 
relief, etc. $3.95! MESA, Drawer 774019-FG, Steamboat, 
CO 80477. 


JACKAL AIR RIFLES. Including the new JK47 shown in 
Atlanta. Write for details on the whole Jackal Pack and 
Para All-Range Adjustable Objective Scopes. The low 
prices on these and other European Precision Airguns 
reflect our devalued Canadian dollar. HALLAM, 491 
McNicoll Avenue, Willowdale, Ontario, CANADA M2H 
2C9. Phone (416) 494-9410. 

CHERRYBOMBS, CANNON FUSE, M-60-70’s fireworks, 
chemicals, books to make M-80s, silencers, etc. 
Catalogue $3.00, refunded with 1st order. CAPITOL 
FIREWORKS, 1805 West Monroe, Springfield, IL 62704. 

ULTIMATE CONCEALABLE WEAPON dual function .22 
cal. Zippo cigarette lighter. Detailed shop drawings, four 
sheets, simple construction, failsafe design. Send $7.00 
to: SARDAUKAR PRESS, P.O. Box 18644, Memphis, TN 
38118. (58) 

FOURTEEN INCH 20-GAUGE SHOTGUN! Stainless 
steel, fires any stock round. Laboratory tested in 
cooperation with State Police. Demonstrated for 
Military. One basic receiver has interchangeable ballis- 
tically untraceable pistol barrel, fires incendiary devices 
and converts to shotgun. Entire weapon system manu¬ 
factured on lathe. Unbelievably concealable. Fantastic 
backup weapon. For pictures and ordering information 
send $1.00 to D.O.A., P.O. Box 369, Farmingdale, NJ 
07727. (62) 

INCOME OPPORTUNITIES FOR ADVENTURERS. For 
FREE information send a #10 self-addressed stamped 
envelope to: ADVENTURERS, P.O. Box 1160s, Pacifica, 
CA 94044. (59) 

SEEKS UNCONVENTIONAL EMPLOYMENT; Ex-marIne, 
Viet Nam veteran, ex-police, 34 years old; MS systems 
and industrial engineering, now 2 V 2 years US Army elec¬ 
tronics engineer; versatile, loyal, will represent in¬ 
dividual, corporate or government interests. Will travel, 
risk OK for pay. Contact: Charles Wagner, DPM—ETS, 
APO NEW YORK 09056. (58) 

IS YOUR FAMILY PREPARED? Top brand bullet proof 
vests at DISCOUNT PRICES. Send $2.00 for price list and 
information: SECURINTEL, P.O. Box 15113, Milwaukee, 
Wl 53215. 


LUGERS FOR SALE! Various Lugers from early 1900s 
through WWII. BONUS — Special listings of Walther 
P-38s, Nambus. Catalog, $5. LUGERS, Box 21-D, Grandy, 
MN 55029. (59) _ 

SPECIAL SERVICES: Mercenary, armed courier, execu¬ 
tive bodyguards, salvage operations, commando raids, 
any high risk mission possible. Professionals ready to 
serve you. Contact: PAINTER, 2114 Alton Avenue, Rock¬ 
ford, IL 61109. (63) 

THE SURVIVAL ENCYCLOPEDIA! Retreating, storage, 
weapons, solar bunkers, maps, plans, checklists, com¬ 
bat, power, disaster skills, demolitions, NBC de¬ 
fense/decontamination, shelter, survival chemicals, 
medicine — MUCH MORE! Big, illustrated volume — 
$9.95! MESA, Drawer 774019-FJ, Steamboat, CO 80477. 

U.S. ARMY WOODLAND CAMOUFLAGE SUITS, new 
issue, In Sm. to Xlg. $39.00. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, 
CO 80221. Mastercard & VISA accepted! 

FOREIGN LEGION BELT BUCKLE. Replica of 1st R.E.P. 
beret badge. Solid brass, $11.50. ARTEP, P.O. Box 475, 
Ayer, MA 01432. (59) 

COVER DOCUMENTATION MATERIALS, Alternate iden- 
tities, whatever. Custom made badges, t.D.’s, certifi¬ 
cates. List $2 (refundable). C.W.L., Box 3230, Pasadena, 
CA 91103. (60) 

SURPLUS JEEPS $65^ Cars $89, Truck $100. Similar 

bargains available. Call for your directory on how to pur¬ 
chase, (602) 998-0575. Ext. 1330. Call refundable. 

50,000 BIG MAPS! USSR, Togo, Vietnam, Ohio — ANY- 
PLACE! Catalog $3.00 (refundable). MESA, Drawer 
774019-FO, Steamboat, CO 80477. 

HARDER HOME and Gardens! Bulletproof Houses! Sim¬ 
plified, light, thin, economical method revealed! New, il¬ 
lustrated book, $7.95! MESA, Drawer 774019-FH, Steam- 
boat. CO 80477.__ 

ARMY FIELD RADIOS: Genuine G.l. mainstays from 
Korea to Nam. PRC-10 Backpack Radio with Ac¬ 
cessories, good condition: $39.50, 2/$77.50. VRC-7 
Vehicular Radio Set, includes RT-70 transceiver, PP-202 
Power Supply, AB-65 Amplifier, MT-300 Mount, AB-15 
Antenna, cables, manual, factory mint in original carton: 
$137.50. GRR-5/R-174 Receiver, tunes 1.5-10MHz. AM- 
CW-SSB, military, shortwave, amateur radio frequencies, 
good condition: $27.50, 2/$49.50; mint: $47.50, 2/$87.50. 
RT-68 Vehicular Radio with PP-112 Power Supply, 
H-63/GSA-6 Headset-Chestset, 16 watts transceiver: 
$67.50. H-113 Military Earphones: $4.50, 3/$12. 
H-63/GSA-6 Earphones-Microphone: $9.50, 3/$25. Add 
$7.50 shipping to total. 45 Day Replacement Guarantee. 
Schematic Diagram included. Field Radio Techniques 
Manual, $5 postpaid. BAYTRONICS, Dept. SOF, Box 
591, Sandusky, OH 44870. (58) 

EMBLEMS CUSTOM EMBROIDERED, your design, mini 
mum ten, SF EMBROIDERY CORPORATION. 1929 East 
52nd, Indianapolis, IN 46205, call collect (317) 257-1424. 
(62) 

DEFENSE WEAPONS - “LAZERROD” ... Generates 
invisible shockwaves! (CAUTION: “Human Victims Pur¬ 
port — MUSCLE SPASMS . .. DISORIENTATION ... 
FAINTING!!!”) Nonlethal. Sold for animal control. Send 
$49.95 each: EMPORIUM, Box 6396, Wheeling, WV 
26003-0807. (Unique Weapons Catalogue, $5.00, Refund¬ 
able.) 
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U.S. CAMOUFLAGE HANDKERCHIEFS/ Bandannas, 
$2.50; 3 for $6,00. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 

ELECTRONIC TRANSMITTERS — "Broadcast Voices 
Through Walls to FM Radio, Without Wires!” Fully 
Assembled ... Microsized .,, Guaranteed ... 300 foot 
range, send $40.00 ... 800 foot range, send $95.00: NA¬ 
TIONAL PHALANX. Box 131, Bridgeport, OH 43192-0131. 
Investigators' Catalog $20.00, refundable ... Regular 
Catalogue $5.00. 

BECOME GUN DEALER! “Obtaining Federal Firearms 
Licenses,” samples, illustrations $1.95! “Gun Dealer's 
Wholesale Directory," best prices $1.95! "Federal Fire¬ 
arms Laws” $1.95. ALL THREE BOOKLETS — $4,951 
MESA, Drawer 774019-FM. Steamboat. CO 80477. 

BAR THOMPSON MAGS. $15 each or 2/$25. Money 
Order only. D. VAN DEN BURG, 5336 South 73rd Avenue, 
Apt. 3, Summit, IL 60501.-(58)-_ 

IF YOU TAKE LIFE SERIOUSLY ... peruse our Procure¬ 
ment Index featuring specialty equipment used by pro¬ 
fessionals throughout the world. Concealment holsters, 
electronics, disguised and unconventional weaponry 
from $10.00 to $2,000.00, The catalog is $2.00 from: ASP, 
P.O. Box ie595/SC, Atlanta, GA 30326._ 

BASIC HANDGUNNING INFORMATION especially for 
the beginner or novice for self-defense and/or combat. 
Important concise detailed material discusses all 
primary subjects. REVISED EDITION. Money-back 
guarantee. $4.00 ppd. BOSSELMANN, P.O. Box 900, 
Tombstone, AZ 85638. 

MERCENARY SCHOOL: Affordable training in weapons, 
combat, commando techniques. Best in U.S.A. Applica¬ 
tion, $1.00. P.O. Box 309, Dolomite, AL 35061. (59) 

$30,000 YEARLY. Learn how to turn a $20 bill into $400 in 
just 4 hours! Business fits most car trunks. Almost no 
selling I Radio and newspapers sell for you! Our 12 years 
proves it works. 16 page booklet explains all! Send $10. 
PATE ENTERPRISES, Box 808, Laurinburg, NC 28352. 

m _' ___ 

SURVEILLANCE, TAIL & possible bodyguards needed — 
must know police & sheriff dept, procedures of mid- 
western states. Must have clean arrest record. Send me 
your resume, qualification and conditions you require to 
work under. Experienced persons need only reply to: MR 
T., P.O. Box 53754, Fayetteville, NC 28305. (58)_ 

NEED PRIVATE ADDRESS? Guaranteed Confidential! 
Keep your location private. Mail in mail out. Send $2.00 
(refundable) details. MAIL SECURITY, Box 399, Dickson, 
TN 37055. (59) 


PASSPORTS AVAILABLE from the Principality of Cas- 
tellania (Est. 1974). Information and application, $5. 
FURSTENTUM CASTELLANIA, Box 40201, Pasadena. 
CA 91104._ 

MERC FOR HIRE. Anything, anywhere. Price Is right. Ten 
years military, 'Nam 66-67 & 70-71. Expert small arms, 
light weapons, demo, ambush, military intelligence. 
Contact: BOB. P.O. Box 6067, Augusta, GA 30906. (59) 

WOULD GARY BROOKS, that worked with S.W.A.T. 
ASSOCIATES in Mobile, Alabama contact: Bob. P.O. Box 
6067, Augusta, GA 30906. 

EXECUTIVE SECURITY CONSULTING — All aspects ex- 
pertly covered. HUNTER & ASSOCIATES, 1310 College 
Avenue, Suite 1128, Boulder, CO 80302. (303) 449-2200, 
Ext. 4410. (60) 

MYRMIDON SECURITY FORCES UNLTD. has in its or- 
ganlzation 400+ Myrmidons, all professionals, for hire 
to individuals, corporations, countries and would be 
presidents. Contact: HENRY W. JOHNSON, Founder/ 
Director, 1102 West St. Johns Avenue, Austin, TX 78757. 
(512) 458-2843. (58) 

PROFESSIONAL INVESTIGATORS. We specialize in 
missing persons and stolen children nationwide. If your 
spouse has disappeared with your child, contact us (214) 
692-4631 or write, INVESTIGATORS. 2440 Hwy 75 North, 
Sherman, TX 75090. State Lie. C1914. (60) 

ELITE-FORCES MEN'S BLACK BASEBALL STYLE 
HATS with following insignias available: Special Forces, 
ABN-Ranger, U.S.M.C. Recon, USN SEAL Team. USAF 
Para-Rescue, 101st ABN. 82nd ABN. EOD Team, USMC 
Scout-Sniper, Recondo, Master ABN Wings, Foreign 
Legion Winged Dagger, SAS, Royal Marines, Black 
Watch, SS Runes, Deathshead, SWAT Team, 1st Cav, 
USMC Rifle Team, All hats first quality $9.50 each plus 
$1.50 shipping. One size fits all. Allow 3 weeks delivery. 
RICHMAR PRODUCTS, Box 104, Baltimore, MD 21128. 
Full money back guarantee if not satisfied. 

SURVIVAL FOOD-MOUNTAIN HOUSE. Deluxe Survival 
Pack contains enough regular freeze-dried and other 
foods to offer breakfast, lunch and dinners for one per¬ 
son for 14 days. Food is packed in foil pouches and over¬ 
wrapped with heavy plastic. Gross weight — 16 lbs. — 
shipped freight collect — $106. Send $2 for sample en¬ 
tree pouch and catalog. MOUNTAIN HOUSE OF SAN 
DIEGO, Box C, 1771 Graves Avenue, El Cajon, CA 92020. 
(TO) _ 

SO YOU WANT TO BE A MERCENARY? Get the valuable 
Information and advice you must have. Send $3.00 to 
LD. LOPER, Box 542, Sugarland, TX 77478. 

COVERT INTELLIGENCE — For the clever man of ac¬ 
tion. Samples $2.00, $13.00/year — $17.00 overseas. 
HORIZONE, Box 67. St. Charles. MO 63301, U.S.A. (63) 


ARMED CONSTITUTIONAL PATRIOTS. You are needed 
to join a dedicated and highly principled survival retreat 
group in the mountains of northern Arizona. We have 80 
families now with room for 70 more. Many are ex- 
military. We are composed of skilled engineers, me¬ 
chanics, pilots, masons, builders, machinists.welders 
and many other professionals. We are preparing for the 
inevitable social and economic collapse and/or nuclear 
war. Write for information. SECURITY MANAGER. P.O. 
Box 3997, Kingman, AZ 86401. (59) 

WANTED — EMPLOYMENT AS MERCENARY, on full- 
time or job contract basis. Anywhere in the world if you 
pay transportation expenses. Genuine offers only, 
please. Write to: Alan Raby, Flat 1, Silverdale Road, 
Eastbourne, East Sussex, BN207AP. ENGLAND. (59) 

MERC FOR HIRE. Mantis, Route 2, Box 115-X2, Trinity, 
TX 75862. (713) 594-5811 (60) 

INSTANT PURE WATER ... BE READY, Get this new, 
easy to carry. Inexpensive pocket purifier. Germ free 
water as you drink. EPA Approved. Free information. 
GARITH, P.O. Box 2741, Eugene, OR 97402. 

BUY FIREARMS WHOLESALE! Our Federal Firearms 
License Kit (Forms, Sources, Instructions) shows how! 
$4.00. LONER COMPANY, 323i/j-F Richmond St., El 
Segundo, CA 90245. 

U.S. ISSUE CAMOUFLAGE Body Armor Vests — 
woodland cammo, ballistic nylonfill, Velcro closure, 
high collar, adjustable sides. $210.00. A.H.A., Box 21606, 
Denver. CO 80221. MASTERCARD & VISA accepted! 

ADVENTURERS AND SURVIVALISTS! Camouflage com- 
bat fatigues. New woodland pattern. Made of high quali¬ 
ty mil-spec cotton/poiyester blend cammo cloth. COAT 
— 4 pockets, button cuffs. TROUSERS — 6 pockets 
(cargo pockets bellowed) drawstring cuffs, waist ad¬ 
justors, belt loops and zipper fly. Both in sizes S,M,L,XL, 
$21.95 each or set for $39.95. Genuine GERBER knives: 
MK I — $42.95, MK II ~ $51.95, COMMAND I — $42.95, 
COMMAND II — $51.95, Guardian - $38.95. All Include 
sheath/scabbard. SPECIAL — BlANCHl Night Hawk — 
The ultimate survival knife! Complete with leather 
sheath and stone — List $89.00, Now $78.95. We pay 
shipping alt items this ad. (Conus) Satisfaction 
Guaranteed! 1982 catalog of paramilitary, survivallst 
items — $1.00. FUTURE SURVIVAL ASSOCIATES, P.O. 
Box 3712, Crofton, MD 21114. 

SWITCHBLADE KNIFE BOOK. Facts, types, spring 
repair, where to buy, over 60 photos, prof, printed. $8.00 
ppd. TANZ, Box 14221, Pittsburgh, PA 15239._ 

INDIVIDUAL OR CREW providing defense, training, pro¬ 
tection. Group composed of combat veterans, ex-police, 
body guards. Won’t harm innocent people but will resist 
violent aggressors anywhere. Serious Inquiries only. 
P.O. Box 6235, North Augusta, SC 29841 (59) 

KEEP CROOKS OUT. Your locks, doors, windows pro¬ 
bably won’t. Security specialist Alexander Jason tells 
you what works in a 4-page report. Send $3 for “Passive 
Intrusion Deterrence” to PERSONAL SURVIVAL LET¬ 
TER, Dept. 3, Box 598, Rogue River, OR 97537. 

SURVIVAL GROUND borders Idaho primitive area, elk, 
deer, water for power generation, large pines for cabins. 
Defendabie! Quiet! One to 20 acre parcels. Low Down. 
Box 495, Darby, MT 59829. 

EXPERIENCED FIELD PERSON AVAILABLE. Qualffica- 
tions furnished on serious offers only. Current passport, 
can travel anywhere at anytime. Prefer South or Central 
America. P.M.S. Group, 608C Thunderbird Ct., Chester- 
fleld, MO 63017 (59)_ 

POLICE BADGES, repMcas of major departments or 
custom made. Catalog $2. UNIVERSAL, P.O. Box 19756, 
Las Vegas, NV 98119. (65) 

A.P.R.A. ■— Elite national organization of armed patriots 
dedicated to defending America. Join Us! A.P.R.A., P.O. 
Box 06496, Ft. Myers, FL 33906. 

ROCKETS - FOR SURVIVAL, tactics, havoc, and fun. 
Be ready for the 4th, New Years, or WW III with surface 
to air and surface to surface rockets carrying your pay- 
loads. Complete easy building Instructions and supply 
sources. $10.00. NEW AGE TECH., P.O. Box 359. Rad¬ 
ford. VA 24141. 

STILETTO concealed in ballpoint pen. Ideal hidden 
pocket weapon. Easily assembled yourself with inexpen¬ 
sive, locally available parts. Send $2.95 for complete 
plans to: LEATHERSTOCKING, Box 537-Bl, Fox Lake, !L 
60020. 

ESPIONAGE TEAM offering services. Black bag, in¬ 
telligence, electronic surveillance, surreptitious entries, 
acquisitions. Discreet and confidential. FLIGHT IN¬ 
TELLIGENCE OFFICE, 3341 West Peoria Avenue, Office 
46, Phoenix, AZ 85029. (602) 866-8060. 

RAY-BAN SUNGLASSES - 25% OFF LIST PRICE. Also, 
USAF/NASA pilot sunglasses. All genuine!! Toll Free 
ordering and immediate shipment. Send long self- 
addressed stamped envelope for free brochure. KAUF¬ 
MAN'S ARMY AND NAVY GOODS, Dept. A-98, 504 Yale 
S.E., Albuquerque, NM 87106. 

FIREWORKS MANUAL, Revised 1982, detailing con- 
structlon of ground reports, whistling devices, aerial 
bombs, stars and comets. Also, the best performing 
rockets using high thrust exotic fuel, detail construction 
and'tooling drawings included. Send $1.00 for details or 
$15.00 + $2.00 shipping & handling. PYRATEK LABS, 
P.O. Box 2578. Redwood City, CA 94064-2578. 


URGENT need contact doctor-pharmacist friend of 
either Basel, Switzerland or University of Berlin areas. 
JIM, 442 West Clark Street, East Palestine, OH 44413. 
U.S.A. 


FEDERAL FIREARMS LICENSE KIT $4.00! Applications, 
instructions, wholesalers, free phones, salestips, rec¬ 
ords discount. DTI, 323 Franklin South, No. 804-D77F. 
Chicago, IL 60606. (61) 

WALLETS — $5.50 — direct from manufacturer. Desert 
or jungle camouflage, black or royal blue. Constructed of 
nylon parapack with hidden pocket. Send $5.50 and 
choice to FREEDOM U.S.A., P.O. Box 370, Ramona, CA 
92065. 

THREE CARD MONTE ... The hustler’s fastest money¬ 
maker. 46 pages, 43 photos. Easy directions. Easy cash. 
$7.00. WILSON, Box 224, Hatboro, PA 19040. 

CANADIAN SAILOR seeks short term employment; high 
risk for high pay. Former Cdn. Navy, Merchant, Coast 
Guard, S.A.R. Knowledge, First Aid, Damage Control. 
Ship Security, S.C.U.B.A. and some small arms. Contact 
PROVOST, P.O. Box 46515 Stn. G., Vancouver, B.C., V6R 
No. 4G7, CANADA. No drugs, commie, or refugee work. 

SERVICES FOR HIRE; Courier-Escort-Merc. Central and 
South America. Mid 30s, ex-mititary, reliable, ready, 
multi-talented. Send phone number only. BROWN, P.O. 
Box 91992. Lafayette. LA 70509. (59) 

CONSTABLE WILL GUIDE YOU. Serve Federal sub- 
poenas part-time in your state. Details $3. 
CONSTABLE’S OFFICE. Box 222, Quincy, MA 02171. (61) 

DEADLIEST FIGHTING SYSTEM! The feared and formi¬ 
dable Chinese Black Cobra style of oriental combat. A 
killing and mutilating art with advanced dynamic mental 
meditations to develop the unstoppable mental state 
and powers. Fully illustrated $9.95 + 1.00 p/h. Check or 
money order to: GREEN DRAGON SOCIETY, Dept. SF, 
6810 North Sheridan, Chicago, IL 60626. (59) 

CAMOUFLAGE GENUINE ISSUE U.S. desert camouflage 
suits $55.00; night pattern desert camouflage parkas 
$40.00; 1982 issue woodland camouflage advanced body 
armor ground troops vests $200.00. World Wide Cam¬ 
ouflage and Combat Equipment Catalog $3.00. FRANTZ 
MILITARIA, Route 4, Box 226-A. Kankakee, IL 609D1. 

NEED CREDIT? Eliminate debts, negative records. Get 
preferred cards, higher limits. Insider details $1.00. 
EDEN, 11623, Box 8410-R. Fountain Valley, CA 92708. 
(69)__ 

OVERSEAS WORK DESIRED, certified scuba diver, pro¬ 
ficient with small arms and hand to hand contact. SR, 
424 Pierce Avenue, North Mankato, MN 56001. 

NEED MONEY? Sell me your stamp collection. Ship for 
immediate payment. JACK BERKUS, P.O. Box 296, El 
Segundo, CA 90245-0296. 

BERETS, America’s largest selection, send 50 cents for 
our list. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. SPECIAL 
D^L: Finnish Blue Berets $6.50. 

PROFESSIONAL. QUALIFIED, EXPERIENCED group 
with two hour react time anywhere seeking contract. 
When you’re through wasting time with amateurs, con¬ 
tact us: MCDONALD ASSOCIATES, Box 1111, Marietta, 
GA 30061, (404) 422-7369. SPECIALIZING: train¬ 
ing/leading small groups; intelligence gathering/evalua¬ 
tion; insertions/infiltrations; hostage negotia¬ 
tions/rescues. ALL MISSIONS CONSIDERED. EXCEP- 
TIONAL CREDENTIALS. STRICTLY PROFESSIONALS! 

SURVIVALISTS: 200 sources of vital, unusual informa¬ 
tion, supplies, services. Report 108D; $3.00. Book 
Catalog included. Guaranteed. RICHMAR, Box 14958, 
Albuquerque, NM 87191. 

TRAIN YOURSELF; Monthly manual; Tradecraft, Adven¬ 
ture, Intelligence, Investment, Defense, Much more! 
Sample $2.00, $24.00/year. FREESTYLE. Box 1572A, En- 
glewood, CO 80150. (61) _ 

UNDERWATER OPERATIONS — scuba instruction, boat 
repairs, hull cleaning, marine security. Trained profes¬ 
sionals, 10 years specialized experience. MRS 
INTERNATIONAL, P.O. Box 1071, Laurence Harbor, NJ 
08879. 

MERC FOR HIRE; 43, anything, anywhere, work alone, 
short term only. Will take commission job. JIM, P.O. Box 
413, Fair Oaks, CA 95628. (59)_ 

FEP'S FLY DOPE. Black Fly and Insect Repellents. Free 
sample. Send $1.00 for catalog. FARRINGTON AND 
FARRINGTON, Box 2163, Sarasota, FL 33578. Dealers In¬ 
quire. 

DEsYrT SURVIVAL COURSE: Ex-special Forces and 

Outward Bound Instructor. OUTBACK EXPEDITIONS, 
P.O. Box 44, Teriingua, TX 79852. (915) 371-2490. (60) 

SURVIVAL FOODS — Details free. Discounted six quart 
sampler (stroganoff, potatoes, carrots, applesauce, ba¬ 
nana slices, orange drink) $32.95 (includes shipping and 
handling). Mastercharge, Visa accepted. Distributor¬ 
ships available (U.S.A. and foreign countries). FOOD IN¬ 
VESTMENT ASSOCIATION, 7701-A Timberlake, Lynch¬ 
burg, VA 24502. 

BUY WHOLESALE. Firearms, ammo, sporting goods. Be¬ 
come a licensed Federal Firearms Dealer. Applications, 
forms, best 1982 wholesale sources, instructions. $5.00. 
CRAMAR, P.O. Box 2551, Dept. SF, Naperville, IL 60566. 

(59) __ 

SAIGON CHICKEN, Twelve Vietnam era recipes, $3.00. 
HUNGRY VET, 1056SF, Route 32, Sauaerties, NY mrr. 

(60) 
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TROUBLESHOOTER — Unusual assignments a special¬ 
ty. Small arms, electronics, computer, communications, 
photo expert. Aircraft/marine pilot. Available for covert 
intelligence, recovery, courier operations, skilled, 
reliable, completely confidential. TASK, P.O. Box 131, 
Auburn, WA 98002. (59) 

INFORMATION ON ALASKAN AND OVERSEAS JOBS. 
$20,000 to $50,000 per year possible. Call (602) 998-0426, 
Dept. 1330. 

FOR HIRE: Former Investigator, bodyguard, courier, 
police officer. Martial arts instructor, weapons expert. 
Anonymous, discrete, confidential, effective. Contact: 
Occupant, P.O. Box 406, Cedarville, IL 61012. (59) 

FUNDAMENTALS OF COMBAT PISTOLCRAFT. N.P.I. is 
now accepting applications for the instruction of 
qualified students In the basic practical skils of modern 
defensive pistolcraft. For Information and application, 
send $1.00 to: NORTHEAST PISTOL INSTITUTE, Dept. 
303C, P.O. Box 453, Union, NJ 07083, 

RHODESIAN AMMO POUCHES — Modeled after 
originals used by Rhodesian armed forces. The pouch 
hugs your chest and will not bounce while running. 5 ad¬ 
justable velcro closure mag pockets, concealed pocket 
for maps, etc. Constructed of tough, durable mil-spec 

O. D. ripstop nylon, straps are fully adjustable. A prac¬ 
tical and proven design. Pouch only $29.95 ppd. Pouch 
+ 10 each-30-rd custom steel mini-14 mags — $129.95 
ppd. Pouch ± 10 each-30-rd new Gl M16/AR15 mags — 
$94.95ppd. Pouch + 10 each-20-rd steel Gl M 14/ml A 
mags — $194.95 ppd. Satisfaction guaranteed! See our 
other classified ad this Issue. FUTURE SURVIVAL 
ASSOCIATES, P.O. Box 3712, Crofton, MD 21114. 

DIAMONDS — The “Survivalist’s” best friend. More por¬ 
table and less volatile than gold or silver. We are the 
direct representative of a New York cutter. Buy GIA cer¬ 
tified investment grade diamonds In complete safety at 
true wholesale prices. 14-day money back guarantee! 
Call or write for further information. REM's GEMS LTD., 

P. O. Box 30292, Cleveland, OH 44130. (216) 238-9632. 

THE SILENT DEATH: Learn never before revealed 
secrets of unarmed combat as taught by H.V. Crank, II, a 
third degree biackbelt in the Japanese art of Aikido, hav¬ 
ing twenty-six years experience in martial arts, police, 
and military combat. Send $9.95, check or money order 
to DEFENSE ARTS COMPANY, P.O. Box 820186, Dallas, 
TX 75382._ 

FUSE, TUBE CASINGS, caps, model rocketry supplies, 
etc. More! Lowest prices. Catalog $1.00. NOR STARR 
PRODUCTS, P.O. Box 5585, Pocatello, ID 83202. 

THE PROTECTOR — .22 cal pen type pistol made with 
simple materials and tools — $4.95 — catalog —• EN- 
TIUM, Box 1650, Carolina, PR 00628. (59) 

RUNES — Secret protective symbols used by Germanic 
and Nordic warriors from Roman times thru the Viking 
period to WWII. Illustrated instructions $4.00. POLARIS, 
Box 50118, Chicago, IL 60650, 

ATC-10 MOBILE ROCKET LAUNCHER. Similar to the 
military L.A.W. Complete set of plans for construction of 
launcher and rockets. $4.00. ARMAMENT 
TECHNOLOGIES, P.O. Box 154, Oak Creek, Wl 53154. 

T-SHIRTS, CAMMO, VIETNAM LEAF PATTERN, 50/50, 
high quality. $4.95 + 50 cents postage and handling. AC¬ 
CURATE ACCESSORIES, RD No. 1, Box 514, Garden 
Road, Elmer, NJ 08318.__ 

MAIL DROP TREATISE ~ Comprehensive text on this 
mail service. $2.00 SASE. MAO, RR 1, Box 256, Dept. SF, 
Humboldt, lA 50B48. (59) 

HOMEMADE FIREWORKS, M-SOs, CHERRY BOMBS, 
HIGH EXPLOSIVES. Make your own fireworks items for 
your 4th of July celebration. Amaze yourself and your 
friends with your own professional quality firework 
devices. The following detailed instruction manuals are 
available: M-80s & Cherry Bombs — $3.00, Fireworks 
(skyrockets, roman candles, smoke bombs, and much 
more) — $5.00, High Explosives — $5.00, also; Guide to 
Mail Order Fireworks Companies — $2.00. All four — 
$12.00. Catalog 25 cents. Send check or money order to: 
JEFF A. STATON, P.O. Box 3510, Redondo Beach, CA 
90277._ 

COURIER. Up to 500 lbs.; domestic delivery only. 
Minimum charge is $500.00 up to 500 miles one way. Ad¬ 
ditional mileage at reasonable rates. N.Q.A. S.D. GAGE, 
P.O. Box 3371, Boise, ID 83703._ 

CONFIDENTIAL Remail/Forwardlng service. Write for 
details. R & J ENTERPRISES, 420 Pier Avenue. Suite 
13B-S, Hermosa Beach, CA 90254 (59) 

JOIN THE PROFESSIONALS! Easy to apply Iron-On In- 
signias of Elite Combat Units Now Available. Use them 
on t-shirts, exercise suits, sweatshirts, jackets, etc. 
Large selection, never before released. Catalogs $1.00. 
THE LORKIN COMPANY, Box 11631, Baltimore, MD 
21229. 

STRICTLY FOR PROFESSIONALS: Exclusive new line of 
personal and highly sophisticated electronic weaponry 
and gear. Type used by high-level intelligence operatives 
worid-wide. Laser pistols, rifles, attache case systems, 
electronic weapons systems, covert micro-gear and 
much morel Technology c/esigned to enable you to com¬ 
mand any situation, and stay a stop ahead of the rest. 
Detailed catalog $10.00. Refunded with purchase. Don’t 
delay! Personal checks held for clearance. THOMAS 
PERRY, Suite 425, 409 East Oakwood Blvd., Chicago, IL 
60653. 


INTRODUCING THE FINEST EDGE HOLDING Produc¬ 
tion LOCKBACK in the world! GERBER FSII now is 
new/exotlc “VASCOWEAR” Steel! Solid BRASS 
handles, black MICARTA inlays. $50.00. NEW! 
GERBER/LOVELESS Guardian I, $49.50. Guardian II, 
$59.50. NEW! KERSHAW Amphibian, $36.95. SOF 
SPECIAL; Deduct 20% from prices. ALL orders “AIR¬ 
MAILED” FREE!! SURVIVAL KNIVES: Extravagant seleg- 
tion, superlative quality, factory production, 
fighting/combat/warfare/assau It/util ity/boot/conceal- 
ment/self-defense knives, swordcanes, daggers, com¬ 
mandos, bowies, hollow-handles, hideouts, hatchets, 
throwers, razors, icepicks, wiresaws, ceramic/ 
diamond/carbide sharpeners, pocket/bench/paddle 
whetstones, and more. 100%-Satisfaction-Guaranteed, 
sliding scale Quantity DISCOUNT to 35%, expeditious 
AIRMAILED shipments, FREE itemized invoices, FAST! 
Personalized customer service, plus FREE “Surprise” 
GIFTSl Photographic (40-»- page) Discount/Reference/ 
Specifications/Catalogue, $2.00 (Airmailed!) 
SELECTLINE, (established 1977), Box 391SFC, Pearl Ci¬ 
ty. HI 96782-0391. (CATALOG-HOLDERS: CASE No. P62, 
$36.95/Airmailed!)_ 

FOR HIRE: Highly-skilled mere. team. Commando, 
Security, Bounty hunting, expeditions. Sophisticated 
equipment. Anytime, anywhere. Contact FLIGHT, 3341 
West Peoria Avenue, Suite 46, Phoenix, AZ 85029. (602) 
866-8060. 


ATTENTION: SOFs, AGENTS, MILITARY, Overseas 
Employees. Establish base with us. Emergency-Escape- 
Trust-Funds; Contingency Plans; World Wide. National 
Remail Service: Information $3. TWEP Assassination 
Techniques List: $8. Special Agent Methods List: $8. 
BARONET INQUIRY, P.O. Box 1371, Sacramento, CA 
95806,_ 

MIND BOOSTER. Your mind is your most Important 
weapon. Researchers have discovered that certain 
amino acids, vitamins and minerals improve reaction 
time, memory, learning ability, and most other mental 
functions. Complete report with daily dosage guide only 
$4.00. POLARIS INC., Box 50118, Chicago, IL 60650. 

FIELD JACKET, WOODLAND CAMMO, U.S. Mil. spec., 
current military issue. XS, S, M, L, XL. $49.95 + $3.00 
P&H. ACCURATE ACCESSORIES, RD No. 1, Box 514, 
Garden Road, Elmer, NJ 08318._ 

FOR SALE: Victorian era photos noblemen in military 
uniforms, German, French, Austrian. Send $2 for il¬ 
lustrated catalogue to: MICHAEL CHIKIRIS, 530 East 
Ohio Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15212. 

SECURITY ADVISORY SERVICES — Qualified personnel 
wanted, all areas of expertise. Send SASE & $5 for infor¬ 
mation to: SECURITY ADVISORY SERVICES-SF, P.O. 
Box 7282, Salem. OR 97303. 

CUSTOM COMPUTER SERVICES available. Strictly con¬ 
fidential. For details send $1.00 to BMS, Dept. SOF, P.O. 
Box 2132, Oak Park, IL 60303. (59) 

MEDICAL EMERGENCIES, small or large — are you 
ready for them? Toxicologist G. Richards lists every¬ 
thing you need, how to use, average dosage, etc. Send 
$3 for 3-page report on "The Minimum Medical Kit” to 
PERSONAL SURVIVAL LETTER, Dept. 8, Box 598, Rogue 
River, OR 97537. 

BEST SURVIVAL CAPSULE 6” by 24". Corrosion resls- 
tant burial canister — reuseable. $70.00 ppd. LONER 
COMPANY, 323^^j-F Richmond, El Segundo, CA 90245. 

SURVIVAL FOODS: Big Discounts - Top air/freeze 
dried, bulk brands! Send $1.00 for fast information. 
RICHMAR, Dept. D8, Box 14956, Albuquerque. NM 
87191. 

U.S. CAMOUFLAGE ITEMS, Jogging Shorts, 100% Col¬ 
ton $7.00; T-shirts Top Quality Cotton Blend $7.00; 
Camouflage Berets $16.00; Suspenders $5.50; Sweaters 
100% Acrylic $25.00; Army & Marine Caps $5.75. A.H.A., 
Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. MASTERCARD & VISA ac¬ 
cepted! 

CONTACT EXPLOSIVE^ safe to handle when wet, ex- 

tremely unstable when dry. Formula $2.00. ARMAMENT 
TECHNOLOGIES, P.O. Box'l54, Oak Creek, Wl 53154. 

SURVIVAL FOODS WHOLESALE! "Ruff 
Recommended" Dehydrated Foods. Sell others or pur¬ 
chase personal needs. No mimlmum. Excellent 
Business Opportunity! CENTRAL, Box 486, Marshfield, 
Wl 54449-0486._ 

THE KITCHEN CHEMIST. This book covers improvised 
weapons for the survivalist. Simple step-by-step for¬ 
mulas for prime and booster explosives, (three different 
recipes for plastic!) Thermite and Napalm, detonators, 
and morel Plus simple, tested designs for poisoned- 
bullets, exploding-bullets, hand-grenades, shot-gun 
grenades, claymores, and a cyanide gas warhead! Why 
fight fair when the shit REALLY comes down? $15.00 to 
SURVIVAL WEST, P.O. Box 2876, Torrance. CA 90509. 

ULTIMATE MANSTOPPER. Timberwolf/German 
shepherds — bred for superior strength and stability, 
from quality stock — Loyal. Perfect for home , travel or 
retreat. Shepherd temperament tells them what to do — 
Wolf aggression carries it through. LRRP, INC., P.O. Box 
507, Leesville, SC 29070. (803) 649-5936.__ 

BODY ARMOR, Make your own inexpensively. Technical 
reports. Instructions, materials, sources, restricted 
"Police only” designs. $4.95. HOWARD PUBLISHING, 
Box 10135, Chamblee, GA 30319. 


AUTOMATIC TELEPHONE RECORDING DEVICE — 
$25.00, Synchronizes cassette recorder to phone use, 
FM Wireless Mike — $35, VOX — $35. Send $3.00 for 
catalog. ALTERNATIVE TECHNOLOGIES, Box 4068, 
Dearborn, Ml 48126. 

REMOTE CONTROL EQUIPMENT: Single Channel En- 
coder/Decoder $70.00, Signal Activated Switch $40.00, 
12 Channel Encoder/Decoder $190.00. Send $3.00 for 
catalog. ALTERNATIVE TECHNOLOGIES, Box 4068, 
Dearborn, Mi 48126. 


GUNS! Wholesalers, manufacturers, smiths. Confiden¬ 
tial suppliers list — $4.00. LONER COMPANY 323y2-F, 
Richmond, El Segundo, CA 90245. 

ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE: Security Equipment- 
Countermeasures ... ("World’s Greatest Selection!”) 
.,. Infinity Transmitter system $475.00 .., Carrier Cur¬ 
rent System $95.00 ... Telephone Sweep $195.00 ... 
and many sophisticated devices, virtually impossible to 
obtain elsewhere!!! Professionals’ Catalog $20.00, 
refundable ... Surveillance Devices and Countermea¬ 
sures Schematics Portfolio $20.00 ... General Catalog 
$2.00 ... Send Orders: MICROTRON® INDUSTRIES, Box 
2240, Elm Grove, WV 26003-0263. Immediate Delivery! 



FMa»« genuine Gl 

^.Jungle Hats 


Genuine Government Issue“Boonie''Hats. 

The real thing, brarx! new.complete 
with brass screened eyelets, 
nytofl cartridge holder, hat battd 
and chin strap. Choose between 
I iLeetPalteni camovRage, Gl rip- 
itof). 100% cotton as used in Viet 
nam; Genuine Gl S H 00/each 


The ionowing jungle hats are our 
finest quality commercially made 


□Woodland Pattern camo, army'* copies at $6 50/each Select 


laleit istua; 50% cotton/50% 
nylon: Genuine Gl $12.25/each. 
Desch Tin camouRage, just 
^ issued to the U.S. Rapid Deploy 
^ ment Forces. 50% cotton/50% 
nylon. Genuine Gl S H 00/each 


Leaf CamotiRage Pattern 
Tiger SIrfpe CamouRage Pattern 
Dive Drab Green (OD) 

Oeierl Tan 
Specify size: 

S (7); M (7%); L (7'/r): XL (7%). 


Q SATISFACTION GUARANTEED Orders Shipped Within 24 Hours 

igU Add Shipping — $l 50 for first item; $.75 per item thereafter 
Q □Camouflage Collection catalog featuring cloth, netting. (A 
HI clothing, bags, jackets and much more - $1-00/each. ^ 

KAU FM AN’S WEST ARMY-NAVY GOODS® 

> Dept. A-38, 504 YALE $E, ALBUQUERQUE. NM 87106 

OlL free 1 -800-545-0933 ^ MON ^ 


The famous C.LA. 
“Get out of jail free” card 

An exact reprint of the C.I.A. Covert Opera* 
tions I.D. card carried by members of the 
SOG (Studies and Observations Group) In 
S.E. Asia during the Viet Nam Era. 

. .Do not detain or question him! He is 
authorized to wear civilian clothing, carry 
unusual personal weapons, pass into res¬ 
tricted areas, requisition equipment of all 
types ...” 

‘‘If he Is killed, do not remove this document 
from him! Etc. . . printed in three colors! 

SOLD AS A WAR $5.00 

RELIC ONLY! guaranteed! 

Devil’s Brigade 

Box 392 

Mt. Ida, Arkansas 71957 


ARREST ViolatorsiJ 

TRAIN 
FAST ; 

AT 

HOME 



Wear the Baidge of,'a 


\ NO PREVIOUS TRAINING NEEDED 

^ • Your spirit of adventurv, dan^ur, and se|f 
\ -' rcfiance cun lead you to an oxcilint^ career 

opportunity. Solve mysteries. Urinfi Critni- 
' nal.s to ju.stiCe, protect the ilinocent 
Experts Kuide you every .<tep of the way 
Men and women needed to wor'k in chal 
lenKittK situations, wiih.standin^ hard- 
ship.s, make on the spot decisions. Learn 
the latest inve-stiirative ti-chniques usinf; 
special law enforcement equip- 
ment,..the same equipment used 
^ by the FBI. the <'IA. and the 
.Secret Beryu-e. Start your own 
investiKative U|i\*ru’y. .Save up 
ami more on all equip¬ 
ment. Si*nd for free details. 
Approved by Calif. Dept, of Public Instruct. 

i.THE ROUSE SCHOOL of Special Detective Training — m 
I Dopt. SF208. P.O. Box 2469. Costa Mesa, CA 92626 ■ 

I Rush me your "Detective” Caiecr Kit— | 

I ___Ago- 1 

I Adtfren-- 1 

I Clty/State/2ip__ ! 


SDtvGillsnce Equipmenl, 
Criminology Kits, Sadgos, 
Brielctse Telophones, Leg 
Koitters, Lo^plck Gunt, 
Bullet-Proof Vesft, Infrared 
Night Scopes, Rappelling 

a ment—Plus Much, 
More 
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YOUR WEAPON DESERVES OUR CASE 


“BEWARE 
OF IMITATIONS!” 


#ARC—ASSAULT RIFLE CASE. Individual magazine 
pouches, and accessory compartments to hold handgun, 
scope, bipod, etc. Available for ail Assault rifles including 
collapsable stock models. Specify weapon. $60.00 


ALL ASSAULT SYSTEMS CASES INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING QUALITY FEATURES: 

Constructed of 11 oz. cordura nylon that is super K-Kote waterproofed, one inch thick foam padding completely surrounds weapon, nylon thread used 
throughout and double stitched at all seams, military spec, welded black 0 rings and hardware, nylon YKK zipper, 2-inch nylon web carrying handle and 
detachable, adjustable, padded shoulder strap. All compartments utilize velcro closures. Unconditionally guaranteed. Available in Black or Viet Nam Leaf 
Camouflage. Specify weapon. 


#SMGC 

SUBMACHINE GUN CASE. 
Fits UZI. Ingram Mac 10 + 11. Extra 
compartments for six magazines, 
handgun, loader, etc. $60.00 


#SWC SPECIAL WEAPONS CASE. Available in three 
lengths. 33", 40“ and 48“ to fit all weapons. Excellent cases for riot 
shotguns, scoped rifles or anything else. Extra compartments for handgun, ammo, 
knives and accessories. Specify weapon. $60.00 


A 


J CONCEALABLE 

SHOULDERHOLSTER 

Made of ballistic nylon, ultra 
W lightweight, extemely com- 

r fortable, unique design fits 

any gun, adjustable velcro 
IP strap for securing weapon. 

Elastic back strap allows for free movement of right arm. 
Black only, specify weapon and left or right hand. $40.00 


ANKLE HOLSTER.A 
super concealable 
small arms holster, 
ultra light, padded, 
with quick release 
velcro strap, made of 
nylon, does not allow 
sweat buildup. Avail¬ 
able for revolvers or 
small auto's. Black 
only, specify weapon. 

$30.00 


PISTOL CASES. Cordura nylon, foam 
padded, with wrap-around nylon handles, 
full opening, lockable. Black only. 3 sizes 
available. P10B 10-inch $10.50, P12B 
12-inch $11.50. P14B 14-inch $12.00. 


PRO GEAR BAG. 27L x 15H x 16W. One 
of our largest gear bags, one main com¬ 
partment, and outside zippered pocket, 
with shoulder strap. Black or camo. $70.00 


DEALER INQUIRIES 
INVITED 


INTERNATIONAL GEAR BAG. 30L x 12H 
X 13W. Our top of the line model loaded 
with features, dual inside zippered pockets 
and divider flap, 4 exterior pockets, with 
shoulder strap. Black or camo. $129.95 


SHOULDERHOLSTER 

A ballistic nylon military 
holster that can be worn 
concealed or military style. 
Adjustable velcro strap to 
secure weapon, conforms 
to the shape of your body, 
nylon breathes, will not 
mildew, washable. Black 
only. Available for auto’s 
and med frame revolvers. 
Specify weapon, left or 
right hand. $35.00 


BELT HOLSTER ASSEMBLY. Consists of a nylon 
2-inch web belt with Fastek quick release buckle, 
ballistic nylon belt holster and double magazine 
pouch with velcro flaps. Black only. For all .45 or 9mm 
auto’s. $60.00 

Holster Individually Specify L or R $35.00 
Web Belt Individually $16.75 
Magazine Pouch Individually Specify .45 or 9 mm 

$10.00 


FLIGHT BAG. 
14L X 11H X 9W. 

Our best selling 
gear bag, ideal carry-on airline size, one 
main compartment with one outside zip¬ 
pered pouch, with shoulder strap. Black or 
camo. $45.00 


ESCORT BAG. 
11Lx9Hx6W.A 
small shoulder 
bag with padded 
bottom and walls, 
one outside zip¬ 
pered pocket, i- 
deat for cameras, 
with shoulder 
strap. Black or 
camo. $41.50 


MEDIUM GEAR BAG. 22L x 10H x 12W. A 
perfect sized utility bag, one main com¬ 
partment with an inside zippered pouch for 
small items, with shoulder strap. Black or 
camo. $45.00 


DIPLOMAT BAG. 17L x 10H x 9W. A 
larger version of our padded bags, loaded 
with features, dual outside flap compart¬ 
ments and one envelope compartment, 
fully padded, with shoulder strap. Black or 
camo. $65.00 


A55AULI \ 
SYSTEinS 

826 HORAN DRIVE 

ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 63026 


Also available from Assault Systems ^ Black nylon baseball hat with A/S Logo, $6.95 — Nylon Tri-fold wallet with A/S Logo, black or 
camouflage, $7.95 — Garment Bag, matches other A/S Gear Bags, 3-suit size, black or camouflage, $66.75 — Security Pouch, similiar 
to our Ankle Holster shown above, but carries money, credit cards or valuables, black only, $24.50. 


Master Card, Visa, or C.O.D. (minimum C.O.D. 

$25.00) Personal checks held 3 weeks. Add $3.00 per 

order for postage. Canada and Hawaii add $5.00 for 

postage. Send $1.00 for complete Assault Systems ^ 

catalog, free with order. Dealer inquiries invited. Send 

FFL or business letterhead. 


ORDE^LINE 1 -800-325-3049 

MISSOURI RESIDENTS 1-314-343-3575 


ASSAULT SYSTEMS IS A SUBSIDIARY OF COMSEC INTERNATIONAL, INC. 


#EPS (Executive Pen Set) contains one ordinary ball¬ 
point pen along with a discreeffy packaged personaf 
defense weapon consisting of a three sided razor sharp 
blade housed in an ordinary ballpoint pen with quick 
release cap. Weapon is clearly marked on top of cap for 
users eyes only. For those people where backup protec¬ 
tion is necessary. $35.00 
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SPORTING ARMS... 

THE NEW GENERATION 
FOR TODAYS OUTDOORSMAN 



Heckler and Koch, a world famous producer of firearms, offers the American sportsman a complete se¬ 
ries of sporting arms developed and produced by the most modern techniques of design and manufac¬ 
turing available anywhere in the world today. Heckler and Koch employs the most advanced machine 
tools, special equipment and the quality of classic German gunsmithing skills. Thus, Heckler and 
Koch can ensure the sportsman has at his disposal a truly unique firearm featuring the most sophis¬ 
ticated design and technology. 


The HK-91 A-2, State of the Art Performance. 
Chambered for the popular .308 cartridge, this 
semi-automatic version of the legendary G3 is 
the standard by which others compare. Sug¬ 
gested retail price $699. 


Botf) models are available with a retractable metal stock 


The HK-93 A-2, chambered for the .223 car¬ 
tridge, the HK-93 offers the same advanced 
features found in the HK-91, but in a smaller 
more lightweight package. Suggested retail 
price $686. 


Isn’t it about time you dis¬ 
covered the New Genera¬ 
tion of H&K sporting arms? 
The Factory in West Ger¬ 
many feels it’s time, and 
has instructed us to offer 
this $50.00 Factory Rebate 
to you and all American 
Sportsmen! Go to your 
local sporting arms dealer 
and judge for yourself. Our 
dealers will be glad to 
demonstrate the HK-91 
and HK-93. You’ll learn 
more in that one visit than 
we can ever tell you In 
words. 


Emergency Flare Kit, j 

this self-contained 
emergency flare kit for 
Today’s Outdoorsman comes 
with a five-round magazine and 
could prove invaluable in any plane, 
boat, motorhome, or off-road 
vehicle. For boatsmen, backpackers, 
private pilots, hunters, as well 
as recovery and rescue services. 
Suggested retail price $156. 


Rebate does not apply to the 
Emergency Flare Kit 


RETAIN FOR REDEMPTION 


HECKLER & KOCH, INC. 

SUITE 218, DEPARTMENT 406 
933 N. KENMORE STREET 
ARLINGTON, VIRGINIA 22201 
703/243-3700 


REDEMPTION CERTIHCATE 

This coupon entitles you to a rebate of $50.00 from Heckler and Koch, Inc. If you 
purchase a HK-91 or HK-93 between May 1,1982 and August 31,1982 at retail. In 
order to receive your check from Heckler and Koch. Inc, simply cut out this 
certificate and return it to H&K with the completed warranty registration card and 
proof of purchase. (Copy of sales receipt acceptable). Your check will be mailed 
in approximately 4 weeks from receipt of the required documents. All certificates 
must be received by H&K Inc. prior to September 15,1982. 

HECKLER and KOCH, INC. 

SUITE 218, DEPARTMENT 406, 933 N. KENMORE STREET 
ARLINGTON, VIRGINIA 22201 703/243-3700 


I would like to learn more about the New Gen¬ 
eration H&K Sporting Arms. Please send me 
your full color 24 page catalog and retail price 
list. I’ve enclosed $3.00 for postage and han¬ 
dling. 


Name 










































